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PREFACE. 



No 



Perfon can be ignorant, how totally 
the war, which has defolated Europe for 
five years, has differed from all preceding 
ones in its nature, in the means that have 
been employed for the profecution of it, 
and in the confequences that have refulted 
from it. Its hiftory, infeparable from that 
of the French Revolution will, doubtlcfs, be 
the moft remarkable feature of the annals 
of this age. The campaigns of 1794 and 
1796, will particularly attraft the attention 
of .pofterrty. In the firft of thefe, political 
errors, ftill more than force of arms, en- 
abled the French to become matters of the 
Netherlands, of Holland,^ and of all the 

b countries 
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ceuntries on this fide of the Rhine. The 
union of Belgium to France, and the appli- 
cation of the French fyftem to Holland, 
left no doubt of the projeft formed by 
the French, to enlarge their territory, and 
to compel Europe to fubmit, either to their 
arms, or their principles. The fpirit of mo- 
deration, which the fucceflbrs of Roberfpierre 
were obliged to affeft for fome time, as 
well as other political reafons, prevented 
the French from purfuing their ambitious 
defigns, during the year 1795. They re- 
fumed the execution of them in 1796, em- 
ployed more conliderable means, and com- 
bined them with greater ability. They 
knew how to take advantage of the difunion 
and the errors of their enemies ; diminifhed 
their numbers, partly by terror, partly by 
feduftion; invaded Germany as well as 
Italy ; and were on the point of accomplifh- 
ing their plan of general diforganization in 
its fuUeft (extent. One young hero faved 
Germany : but a young man alfo, on the 

. other 
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Other fide, , was almoft conftantly viftorious 
in Italy, 

The difaftrous confequences which thefe 
events might have brought with them on 
Europe, the effefts which they have already 
produced, and thofe which may refult from 
them hereafter, attach a confiderable de- 
gree of importance and of intereft to the 
campaign of 1 796. Poflibly there may be 
fome perfons who would wifli to have be- 
fore them, in one view, all the various fa6ls 
which compofe it, combined, arranged, and 
connefled. This is what I now prefume 
to offer to the public, I have neglefted 
no enquiries, nor pains, to give to this hif- 
torical account exaftnefs and perfpicuity, 
the only merits of which a work of this 
fort will admit. It feenis to me, that he 
who writes, not on Theories, but on Fafts, 
is abfoluteiy bound to be impartial, both 
with refpeft to things, and to perfons, what- 
ever may be his own interefts and opinions, 
b 2 — I have 
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—I have endeavoured to prove myfelf fuch 
to my reaciers* 

The materials from which I have com- 
pofed this Work, have been partly col- 
lefted from the accounts officially publifhed 
at, London, Vienna, and Paris; and partly 
procured through means of a correfpond^ 
ence which I have conflantly kept up with 
fome diflinguifhed military charafters on the 
Continent. Some of thefe have been and 
ftill are, aftually engaged in this war ; and 
the others have watched its progrefs with the 
mofl attentive and intelligent obfervation. 
I have fpared no pains to put together and 
to compare thefe various materials. This 
Work is, in faft an abftraft and a com-* 
bination of all thefe accounts. — ^I have en- 
deavoured to draw from the whole, a re* 
fult, if not abfolutely correft, at leafl, as 
nearly fo, as it was in my power to^make it. 

The 
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The knowledge which I myfelf have per- 
fonally had of the greater part of the 
theatre of the war, of fome of^ the armies 
which are engaged in it, and of feveral 
of the Generals who command them, joined 
to fome degree of experience in the fubjeft 
which I treat of, cannot have failed to be 
of confiderable ufe to me. 

I hope it will not be expefted, that there 
fhould be found in this hiftorical detail, a 
conftant and minute criticifm on the opera- 
tions of the commanders, and on the caufes 
of their fuccefs or their failures. On this 
point I have thought it right to impofe on 
myfelf a good deal of referve, — For if the 
art of war prefents fo many difficulties to 
thofe who are carrying it on; if its chances 
are attended with fo inany viciffitudes ; if 
accident fo often deceives the forefight of 
the moft able commander, or gives him un- 
expected fuccefs ; would it not be ridiculous 
in any man to prefume, in his clofet, to 

form 
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form a correft judgment of military opera- 
tions, the objeft, as well as the probable 
advantages and inconveniencies' of which, 
are often unknown, 'even to thofe who are 
employed to execute them ? 

Anxious as I am to avoid this reproach, 
I have neverthelefs endeavoured to explain 
the motives for the different movements of 
the armies, and have not refrained from 
prefuming to cenfure or to applaud, where 
there was evidently room either for the 
one or the other. If, notwithftanding the 
choice of my correfpondents, and my earneft 
endeavour to relate the exafl: truth, I have 
(as I have too much reafon to fear) fallen 
into fome errors, I hope to derive my pardon 
from the reflexion that will occur to candid 
minds, on the difficulty of dating fafts quite 
correftly, when one is at once fo diftant 
from the countries, and fo near to the period, 
in which the events to be recorded took 
place^ 

Note. 
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Note. I could have wifhed to add to this book, 
fome military maps of. Germany and Italy, in 
which the reader might be able to follow the 
march of the armies, and to trace the manceuvres 
of the, Generals, But I could meet with none 
in Londort of a proper form and fcale to anfwer 
this purpofe. I could neither procure thofe of 
Chauchard or Jaeger, which are the bell for 
Germany; nor have I been more fortunate with 
refpeO: to Italy. However, thofe of my readers, 
who do not wifh to look very much into the 
detail of military operations, will probably have 
fome general map where they will be able to 
trace the more important movements of the 
armies, and find the names of the principal 
places. With refpeft to thofe who being of 
the military profeffion, or from tafte, would 
wifh to follow ftep by ftep the marches of the 
fmalleft corps, and to form an exaft knowledge 
of all their pofitions, they will hardly have waited 
tili now to procure maps fufficiently detailed. 
As it may be however ufeful to fome, I juft 
obfervc, that the beft maps which I have met 
with in London, are, for Germany, that of the 
banks of the Rhine by Mr. Delifle; it is in 

three 
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three Ihects, which takes in a great part of the 
theatre of war in 1 796. It is to be had at almoft 
all the Mapfellers, as are alfo two others for 
the campaign in Italy. The firft, which confifts of 
two flicets, is by Mr, D'Anville, and compre- 
hends all Italy, Sicilly, Sardinia, and Corfica. 
The fecond is a map of the Duchy of Mantua ; 
it waspublifhed at the end of laftyear, by J. Gary, 
is well executed^ and on a fufficiently large 
fcale. Mr. Faden, Geographer to the King, 
received^ a fhort time ago, twenty copies of a 
very good map of Lombardy^ by Ghauchard, 
but they were bought up in a few days. 
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duke Charles, including the Saxons and other con- 
tingents of the empire, were nearly 150,000 men. 

Every motive which detennined the French 
Government to continue the war, made it Ukewife 
their intereft, or rather indeed impofed upon diem 
the neceflity to carry it beyond the Rhine, and 
into the heart of Germany. They had at their 
command a great number of foldiers, but were in 
want of money to pay them, of cloaths to cover 
them, and means to fubfift them. The Nether- 
lands, Holland, and the countries fituated between 
the Meufe and the Rhine, had borne, during two 
years, the whole burden of maintaining the French 
armies. Thele countries, but a ihort time before 
fo rich and fo abundant, were exhaufted ; their 
whole fpccie was abforbed by contributions, their 
manufa£lures were {ufpended, and their produce 
confumed. An immenfe quantity of paper money 
without any real value, had operated to paralyze 
their commerce and their induftry. The produftions 
and commodiues of the country were fcarcely 
equal to the confumption of the armies and of the 
inhabitants. Two years had been fufficient to place 
the countries conquered by France on a level with 
herfelf, and to reduce them to one common equa- 
lity 
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lity of dearth and mifcry. It was become therefore 
abfolutely neceflary, at wbatfbever price it wa& to be 
accomplilhed, that the French fhould march forward 
into other countries, in fearch of fubfiftence, of 
horfes, of cloaths, and above all, of money. 
Thefe views were moft unequivocally exprefled by 
the direftory in the order given to their Generals^ 
that thtyjhovli maintain their troops by viStory. 

To this urgent call of neceffity were added fome 
motives of ambition, and reafonings of political 
intereft Thedireftory flattered itfelf, that by an 
invafion of Germany, it would accomplifli the 
difunion of the Germanic body ; that the inferior 
Princes, ftruck with terror, would hkften, by 
turns, to purchafe a feparate peace; that the Em- 
peror, reduced to his own forces, ftripped of one part 
of his dominions, and fearing to lofe what remained, 
would in theendfubfcribcto fuch conditions of peace 
as it fliould pleafe his conquerors to impofe; that 
at the conclufion of the war, its final refult would 
place all the countries on their fide the Rhine in 
thepofleffionof the French, and the fate of Germany 
in their difpofal ; and would leave them enriched 
with its fpoils, and diftating laws to Europe. Such 
was the brilliant perfpeftive which prefented itfelf 

to 
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/ to the chiefs of the French Republic, and at 
once direfled their views, and animated their ex. 
pe£lations. 

If from what .has been here fuggefted, it fhould 
appear that their plan would of courfe be oflFenfive, 
every thing on the other hand feeoied to prefcribe 
to the Court of Vienna, a line of eondufl almoft 
entirely the reverfe. A concurrence of military 
and political confiderations ought to have engaged 
it to perfiil in the defenfive fyftem, which it had 
adopted and purfued with advantage the preceding 
year. The fituation of the French and Imperial 
armies offered to the latter but few means to en« 
fure, and but litde reafon to cxptSt fuccefs in 
an offenfive war. Several campaigns (amongft 
others ^hofe of 1674 and 1793) [Note i.j had 
fufficiently ih^wn them how extremely diflBcult it 
was to penetrate into Alface, and above all to main- 
tain themfelves there. France was fcarcely more 
vulnerable by the rout of the Sarre and the Morelle, 
which were defended by a great number of ftrong 
places. They could ftill lefs think of retaking the 
Netherlands, and of advancing between the Mo- 
felle and the Meufe, the French being mailers of 
DufTeldorf, of all the fortified towns of the Meufe, 

and 
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and of thofe of Holland. At any rate, the 
Impeiial army being of inferior force, would have 
been unable to penetrate to the frontiers of France, 
or even to the Meufc> without fighting many battles. 
The advantages, of the French, both in number 
and pofition, would have neceffarily occafioned 
the lofs of much time and many men; and could 
it even have been fuppofed that the Auftrians would 
have been always viQorious, the mod fuccefsful 
campaign could at bell have probably ended only 
in putting them in pofleffion. of one or two ftrong 
places, aiid in effeding their arrival on the banks 
of the Meufe. 

The ftrength and fituation of the Republican 
armies did not however permit the Court of Vienna 
to hope for thefe fucceffes^ It was evident that 
whether in Alface, or on the Sanre, the Morelle, 
or the Meufe, all the chances, and all the advantages 
were (^ the fide of the French* The Auftrians, there- 
fore ought to have adopted a plan for the campaign, 
of which the bafis Ihould have been cffentially de- 
fenfive, but the operations of which might be par- 
tially offenfive, according to circumftances, and the 
nature of the countries. 

If 
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If in a military point of view, the intercft of 
the Emperor prcfcribed to him a defenfive war, it 
was ftiil better adapted to bis circiimftances in a 
political afped. The lofs of the Netherkinds and 
Holland, and the defefiion of Pruffia and Spain^ 
deprived the reft of the coalition of every poffibility 
of mgiking coriquefts upon France. Under the 
nefceffity of continuing the war, the combined plan 
of England and of Auftria, was lefsdirefled a^inft 
the armies of the Republic, ths^n againft her finances 
and military refoarces. To follow up this fyftem 
with advantage, it became the objed of the cam* 
paign to obferve, to exhauft, and to gain timcj 
rather than to win battles. The great point was, 
to reduce the French to their own refources alone 
for tlie payment and maintenance of their numer* 
ous armies, to confine them on their frontiers and 
on thofe of the conquered cou tries; in a word, to 
hinder them from penetrating into, and fpreading in 
(Germany. 

The moll natural and moft eafy^ method to ac« 
complilb this objefl was, without doubt, to take tlie ' 
courfe of the Rhine as the line of defence, and to 
give to the different corps of the imperial army, 
the fame difpofition which Marfiiall Clairfait had 

eftablilhed 
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cftablifh^d in 1795, a difpofidon of which that 
General's fuccefs had proved the advantage. It 
appeared advifeable after his example to abandon 
to the French, the Hundfruck, and the Dutchy of 
Deux Fonts, countries of little importance in them- 
fel ves, already exhaufted by the war, and which belong 
always of tourfe (except in the cafe of a great fuperi- 
orityof force, to the poffeffor of Landau,BitcHe,Sarre- 
louis, Treves, Traerbach, and Coblentz. By aban- 
doning thefe countries, and carrying the greater part 
of their forces to the right bank of the Rhine, the 
Auftrians would have been in a fituation to 
ftrengthen it with a fufficient number of men to 
defend the pafTage of that River from Bafle to 
Manheim, and to place between the latter fortrefs, . 
and that of Mayence a large body of troops, which 
could readily advance to the fuccour of either of 
thofe places, and fupport their Garrifons. By 
adopting this difpofipon, the Imperialifts would have 
been enabled to place on the Lahn and the Sieg, 
more than a third of their army; to reinforce their 
right wing, the point whfere they were weakeft and 
moft menaced; to oppofe a powerful refiftence to any 
cnterprife of the French on the Lower Rhine ; to 
confine them in their camp before Duffeldorf, and 
C even 
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even to profit of any favourable opportunity to 
attack them there with advantage. 

The difpoGtions and firft movements of the 
Auftrian Generals feemed to indicate the adoption 
of a different plan. The army of the Upper Rhine, 
under the command of Marflaall Wurmfer was 
ftrongly reinforced, which gave reafon to fuppofe 
that it was intended he fhould crofs the Rhine to 
penetrate into upper Alface. At the fame time 
the greater part of the army of the lower Rhine 
under the immediate orders of the Archduke Charles 
tdok poft in the Hundfruck, and the Dutchy of 
Deux Fonts, and feemed to menace at once' lower 
Alface, and the fortre (Tes on the Sarre and the 
Mofelle. The misfortunes which rapidly followed 
thefe indications foon obliged the Auftrians to re- 
nounce their firftdifpofitions, and to adopt in part 
thofe which have been already mentioned. The 
armiftice agreed upon at the end of the year 1795 
between the French and Auftrian Generals was , 
put an end to by the latter on the 21 ft of May. 
One of the conditions of this fufpenfion of arms 
being, that there fhould be an interval of ten days 
between its rupture and the renewal of hoftilities, 
the refpeftive armies became at liberty to recom- 
mence 
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jnence them on the 31ft of May. On that very 
day the French army of the Sambre and the Meufe, 
commanded by [iVb^e2.] General Jourdan, made 
a movement forwards on the two banks of the 
lower Rhine. On the fame and the following day, 
fome trifling affairs of advanced polls took place 
in tbe Hundfruck. It was on the right bank of the 
Rhine that the French employed the greater part of 
their force, and it was precifely there that the Im- 
perialifts had the leaft to oppofe to them. There 
were not more than 20000 men to defend the Sieg, 
to cover the fortrefs of Ehrebreitftein, and to line 
the right bank of the Rhine, between the Sieg and 
the Lahn. This corps was commanded by the 
Prince of Wiirtemberg, who had taken a pofition 
in front of the Sieg. He was attacked there on 
the ift of June by the greater part of the army of 
the Sambre and Meufe, under the order of General 
Kleber. After an engagement of feveral hours, 
the Auftrians being forced at all points abandoned 
the Sieg, and retiring behind-that river, took the 
ftrong pofition of Uckerath. They loft in this 
engagement 2400 men, of whom, if we are to give 
credit to the reports of General Kleber, 1000 were 
made prifoners. 
-. C 2 That 
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That General did not allow the Prince of Wur- 
temberg time to eftabliih himfelf in his poft^ and to 
receive reinforcements. The French being un- 
able, without a great facrifice of men, to attack 
the formidable pofition of Uckerath in fronti 
availed themfeives the next morning of the fupe* 
riority of their number, to outflank and turn it* 
The Prince of Wiirtemberg feeing himfelf on thie 
point of being furrounded, quitted the pofition of 
Uckerath, and fell back on that of Altenkirchen, 
which was equally advantageous. He was attacked 
there the 4th of June in the morning. After a 
pretty vigorous refiflance, the fuperiority of num- 
bers again carried the point, and the Auflrians 
were completely routed. They loft, according to 
the French accounts, 12 pieces of cannon, part 
of their baggage, and 3,000 men made prifoners. 
The fruit of this viftory to the French was the 
capture of fome magazines, without which they 
would have been unable to fubfift in a country 
exhaufted by the confun^ption of the armies. It 
forced the Auftrians to retire behind the Lahn, 
leaving uncovered by that means the Fortrefs of 
.4 Ehrebreitftein, which the French invefted. The 
fuccefs of the French on the Lower Rhine, and the 

apfre- 
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apprehenfions that after forcing the paflagc of the 
Lahn, they would dircft their march towards the 
Mein, and entirely turn his right, warned the 
Archduke of the preffing ne^effity which there was 
to reinforce the Prince of Wurtemberg, and to 
check the progrefs of the army oppofed to him. 
Renouncing therefore his diverfion in the Palatinate, 
and the Hundfruck, he began on the 6th of June 
to retire from thofc two countries, and directed 
his march rapidly towards Mayence with the 
greater part of his army. He there paffed the Rhine 
on the 9th, and proceeded by forced marches to 
encounter the French, who occupied the Lahn to 
the number of 50,000 men. 

The Archduke not doubting that General Jourdan 
would haften to pafs the Rhine likewife with his 
divifion of the army to join General Kleber, felt 
how important it was to get the ftirt of him, and to 
engage the French before their junQion, Having 
fecured the defence of the lower Lahn by three 
corps placed at Limbourg, Weilbourg, and Naffau, 
he marched in perfon towards the upper Lahn 
agaiiift t^e left wing of the French army com- 
manded by^neral Lefebvre. 

On 
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On the 15th, the Archduke made the right 
wing of his army pafs the Lahn, and the Dille, at 
Weftlaer. [Note. 3.] General Werneck, who 
commanded it, attacked the French, but was re- 
pulfed, and could not fucceed in diflodging them 
from the advantageous pofition which they occupied. 
A brifk cannonade continued on both fides for the 
reft of the day : but towards (even o'clock in the 
evening a reinforcement of Saxon cavalry being 
arrived, the Archduke immediately attacked the 
enemy. The Auftrian Cuiraffiers of Karakzay 
and NafTau, in fpite of the obftacles arifing from 
th nature of the ground, and a tremendous fire of 
grape fhot, made their way up the heights which 
were defended by the French infantry, charged 
them feveral times with the greateft intrepidity, 
and at length entirely broke them, and took frorn 
them feveral pieces of cannon. At the fame mo- 
ment a body of Auftrian grenadiers attacked the 
enemy's center, and dislodged them from the woods 
which they occupied. 

' The French driven from their pofitiqp took up 
another in their retreat equally good with the former. 
They were very foon attacked again. Four fquadrons 
of Auftrians and Saxons gained the fteep heights, on 

which 
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which fome batallions of the enemy were polled, 
charged them with impetuofity, forced them and 
completed the viSory. It coft the Imperialifts 
about 500 men ; the lofs of the French was more 
confiderable. Four of their battallions were cut to 
pieces by the Saxon and Auftrian cavalry, which 
took alfo 1 2 pieces of cannon, and made a great 
many prifoners. 

The French corps which defended the lower 
Lahn, not having met with better fuccefs, were 
obliged to quit the banks of that river to fall back 
on the Sieg. The Archduke purfued them with- 
out^allowing them any refpite, took fome more 
prifoners, and got poffeflion of a large quantity of 
provifions, of cAnon, of artillery waggons, and 
baggage, which the difficulty of the country, the 
animofity of its inhabitants againft the French, and 
the diforder of their retreat, made it impoffible for 
them 10 fdve. 

His Royal Highnefs did not give them time tore- 
cover or to colleQ together again. He manoeuvred 
in fuch a manner, as to oblige General Jourdan, 
who had paffed the Rhine at Neuwied on the 12 th 
of June, to repafs it on the 18th with the right 
wing of the French army. At the fame time, he 

fent 



fent forward his advanced guard, about iiooo men 
ftrong, under the orders of General Kray, in pur- 
fuit of General Kleber, who was retiring towards 
the Sieg with 25,000 men. 

On the 20th of June, General Kray came up 
with Klcber, who finding himfelf fuperior in num- 
bers, attacked the Auftrians with all his forces, and 
carried almoft every point of their pofition. This 
firft fuccefs promifed the French a complete viftory; 
but they were deprived of it by the bravery of three 
Auftrian battallions, who unOiaken by the numer- 
ous artillery of the French, fuffered nine batallions 
to advance to within a hundred yards, and charging 
them with fixed bayonets, put them completely tOs 
the rout. This advantage gave ?ime to the Saxon 
and Auftrian cavalry to rally, to return viSori- 
oufly to the charge, and finally to ftop the progrefs 
of the enemy. The Imperialifts loft in this affair, 
5 or 600 men ; they killed and wounded of the 
enemy 1,500, and took 700 prifoners. In this 
aflion the Aiiftiians performed prodigies of valour ; 
the event was the more honourable for them, as the 
French more than doubled them in number. 

General Kleber defeated in this very pofition, 
which 18 days before he had taken from the 

Auftrians^ 
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Auftrians^ was obliged to (continue his retreat pre* 
cipitately quite to the lines of DuQeldorf. 

Thus in fifteen days the Archduke marched from 
the banks of the upper Nahe to thofe of tfie upper 
Lahn, gained two battles^ and drove the French 
from the walls of Wetflaer to thofe of Duffeldorf. 
One cannot fufficiently admire the bravery of this 
young Prince, the rapidity of his movements, and 
the ability of his manoeuvres. In this fhort fpace 
of time, he gave fufficient proofs of what his army 
and Germany might exped from him. 
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C H A P. II. 

Opening of the Campaign on the upper Rhine^^ 
Evacuation of the Palatinate by Marjhal Wurmfcr 
— Departure of that General with 30,000 men 
to Italy — Paffage of the Rhine and capture of 
Fort K^hl by the French — Their progrefs in the 
country of Baden — Battle of Renchen — Battle of 
Rafladt — Paffage of the Sieg and the Rhine by 
Generals Kleber and Jourdan — Battle of Monta- 
bauer — Battle of Friedberg — Capture of the Fort 
of Kanigflein by the French — Their entrance into 
Frankfort — Battle of Etlingem^ and retreat of 
the Imperialifts. 
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HILST thefe events took place on the 
lower Rhine, the Imperial army commanded by 
Field Marfhal Wurmfer, and the French, under 
the orders of General Moreau, [^Note 4.] had alfo 
opened the campaign on the upper Rhine. When 
the Archduke quitted the Hundfruck to march to 
the right bank of the Rhine, Marlhal Wurmfcr 
at the fame time withdrew his troops from the lines 

of 
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of Spirebach, and made them take an excellent 
pofition before the fort of the Rhine, oppofite to 
Manheim. His right extended to the town of Fran- 
kenthal, and was covered, as well as his front, by 
'inundation and canals, that joined to the little river 
of Rhebach, which bounded and defended his left. 
General Moreau made two attacks on this po- 
fition on the 14th and 20th of June, which pro- 
duced no efFeft but the lofs of fome hundreds of 
men on both fides, and to confine the Imperialifts 
within their entrenched camp before the Fort of 
the Rhine* Moreau made thefe two feints merely 
to fix the attention of Wr. De Wurmfer to this 
point, and to deceive him 'with refpeft to his 
real defigns. After leaving a fmall corps before 
the Auftrian camp to obferve it, he turned fud- 
denly back on the 21ft, and marched rapidly with 
the greateft part of his" army towards Strafburg, 
where preparations wefe. making for a more im- 
portant enterprize. 

. The lofs of the Milanefe, and the defire of re- 
conquering it, having determined the Court of 
Vienna to fend Marflial Wurmfer into Italy with 
30,000 men of the army which he commanded 
in Germany, thefe troops began their march early 
.■* . D 2 • in 
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in June. Their departure diminiflied the Impe- 
rial army on the upper Rhine, nearly one half, and 
of courfe increafed proportionally the fuperiority 
of the French) and may in fa£t be faid to have 
opened to them the gates of Germany. They were 
informed of this movement in good time, [^Note. 5.} 
indeed before it had a8ually taken place; and 
determined to take advantage of the opening, which 
the departure of fo large a force left in the line of 
defence on the upper Rhine, an opening which 
Prince Charles's expedidon on the lower Rhine, 
would not admit of his filling up for a confiderable 
time. The French could not have chofen a more 
favourable moment to attempt the paflage of the 
Rhine, and to invade Suabia, of which they had 
already formed the projeft. They battened to 
carry it into execution; made their preparations 
with no lefs promptitude than fecrecy; and dif- 
guifed them under the pretext and appearance of 
feme other expedition. 

On the 24th of June, before the break of day, 
General Moreau embarked in boats 3000 men, 
who landed on feveral fmall iflands that lye between 
Strafburgand the fort of Kehl. They eafily drove 
from dience the Imperial Piquets, who in their 
^ retreat 
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tetrcat) either had not time or addrefs to break , 
down the bridges which communicate with the 
right bank of the Rhine. The French therefore 
were enabled to pafs over them, and fuddenly 
atucked the redoubts of the Fort of Kehl, which 
were occupied by fome troops of the circle of 
Suabia. Thefe troops^ furprized, and befides 
as ilUdifciplined, as they were badly commandedt 
although attacked only by infantry without any 
cannon, either would not or did not know how to 
make ufe of the means of defence, with which thit 
important poll furniflied them* They fuffered it 
to be taken by the French, who found in it 500 
men, and 1 5 pieces of cannon, and who when they had 
become matters of it, lofl no time in putting them- 
lelves. in condition to keep it. They immediately 
re^inforced it with a confiderable number of men*; 
and worked hard in the courfe of the day to 
cftablilh a bridge of boats between Kehl and 
Stralbprg. 

The Imperial army on the upper Rhine having 
been confiderably weakened by detaching 30,000 
men from it to Italy, and Mn De la Tour, who 
commanded in the room' of Marfhal Wurhnfer, 
not having at all fufpe6ted that the French would 

attempt 
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attempt the paffage of the river opjpofite to Keb!, 
the Auftrians had but a fmall number of light 
troops near that place. The neareft corps to it 
was that compofed of fome thoufands of Suabians, 
■who were encamped at Marie and Wildftedt, 
about two or three leagues from Kehl. If thefe 
troops had been more vigilant, or better com- 
manded, and had on the firft difcharge of cannon 
marched inftantly towards the Fort, they cer- 
tainly might have- prevented the French from 
getting pofTeflion of it, or even have re-taken it, 
before the latter could have been enabled to 
tranfport cannon and cavalry over the river 

Thefe troops however of the Empire made 
no movement whatever, but fufFered the French to 
eftablifh themfclves firmly on the right bank of the 
Rhine. The inexcufable inaflion, and unmilitary 
behaviour of the Suabian corps during the re- 
mainder of the campaign, expofed their Generals 
to the fufpicion of holding correfpondence with 
the enemy. ^Noie 6.] 

The French took advantage of this remiffneis 
and alarm of the Imperial troops, to complete 
their bridge of boats,, and to pafs over with their 
cavalry and artillery. They fpread ihcmfelves 

over 
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over the plain, to prevent the approach of any force 
that might be fent againft them, either from OfFen- 
burg, or from Raftadt. On the 26th they attacked 
the camp at Wildftedt, and eafily drove the Sua- 
bian troops from thence. The only refiftance 
they experienced was from the Auftrian regiment 
of Anfpach Cuirafliers, who arriving at that inflant, 
furioufly charged a corps of French infantry, broke 
through them, and cut to pieces a confiderable 
number. 

As foon as Mr. De la Tour was informed of the 
French having paffed the Rhine, and of their having 
invaded the territory of Baden, he gave inftant 
orders to the regiments which ^ereneareft, to march, 
and put himfelf in motion with thegreateft part of 
his forces to meet the enemy, and to endeavour to 
ftop his progrefs. The Prince of Conde was 
amongft the firft to fet out with the corps which 
he conimanded, and moved rapidly towards Of- 
fenburg, hoping to arrive there before the Republi- 
cans had made themfelves matters of it. He accom- 
pliflied this objed and joined on the 27th at Biehl, 
before OfFenburg, fome Auftrian detachments, as 
wejl as troops of the circles, which had been driven 
from the camp at Wildftedt. On tne 28th however, 

this 



Ais corps of Impcrialifts was obliged to abandon 
its pofition, as well as the town of OfFcnburg, the 
French having brought againft them feveral ftrong 
columns. The latter made this movement to 
prevent the junftion of the Prince of Conde widi 
feveral fmall Auftrian corps, which were marching 
to his affiftance, and thus to divide the Imperial 
army of the upper Rhine. This laft objeft was 
of the utmoft importance to them, and on its ac- 
compliftiment, the fuccefs of the invafion in a 
great meafure depended. General Moreau was 
perfeftly aware of this, and towards this point 
direded all his movements and employed all his 
means. He divided his army, 80,000 men ftrong, 
into three columns; that on the right, under the 
orders of General Ferino, [Note 7.] was direQed 
to drive back into the Brifgaw the corps of the 
Prince pf Conde, and of General Frolich. It 
met with fome fuccefs againft them, and got pof- 
feffion of the town of Bibrach, in the valley of 

Kintzig. 

The center, commanded by General St. Cyr, 
forced the paffes which lead along the vallies of 
Renchen and Kintzig, to the mountains of SuaWa. 
Continumg to advance he made himfelf matter (on 

the 
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the 4tli of July) of the mountain of Kniebis, and 
of the town of Freydenftadt, pofts of the utmoft 
importance, which the Suabians defended moft 
ihamefully, or rather, which they delivered up to 
the French. [Note 8.] 

The left column, which was the ftrongeft of the 
three, was under the orders of General Defaix. 
It was oppofed to General La Tour; and wJis 
intended to a£l againft the Auftrian force, which 
was marching in great hafte from the lower Rhine. 
General Defaix prefled forward to attack Mr. De 
la Tour before its arrival. On the 29th of June, 
he gained a pretty confiderable advantage over him 
at Renchen, [^Note 9.] where the Auftrians loft 
500 men and 10 pieces of cannon. "He gained 
ground again on the following days ; and on the 
4th of July, pulhed forward to the river Murg, 
and the city of Raftadt. 

General La Tour, who had taken a very good 
pofition in front of this River, was attacked on. 
« the 5th along his whole line, by General Moreau, 
who was juft arrived with a re-inforcement to 
General Defaix. The aftion lafted the whole day, 
and was very bloody on both fides. It terminated 
to the difadvantage of the Imperialifts, who were 
£ under 
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under the neccffity of retreating the next day to 
Etlingen. 

The Archduke Charles having fucceeded in 
driving the army of the Sambre and Meufe acrofs 
the Rhine and the Sieg, immediately retumedj 
fufpefting the projeft of the French on the upper 
Rhine, and fenfible how mucl\ its defence was 
weakened by the large re-inforcements that had 
been fent into Italy. He was then informed of the 
paffage of the Rhine, and the capture of the Foil 
of Kehl. Leaving 30.000 men undc^r the orders 
of Lieut. General Wartenfleben to cover the 
lower Rhine, and having re-inforced the Garrifons 
of Ehrebreitftein and Mayence, he fet out with the 
reft of the army, and direfted his courfe towards 
the lipper Rhine by forced marches. He arrived 
on the banks of the Murg, at the moment when 
General La Tour was giving way to the efforts 
and the numbers of the French. His Royal High- 
nefs then took the command of that army, which 
formed a junftion with his own at Etlingen. 

The poffeflion of the pafs and town of Freyden* 
ftadt by Ae enemy, opened to them an entr nee into 
the Dutchy of Wiirtemberg, cut off the commu- 
nication between the armies of the Prince of Condc 

and 



( 27 ) 

and General Frolich, and that of the Archduke, 
and at the fame time threatened the left of his 
Royal Highnefs's pofition. This latter circum- 
ftance obliged him to fend a confiderable corps 
into the mountains, to fecure his left flank, and 
to endeavour to re-eftabliih his communication 
with the corps ibove-mentioned. Notwithftanding 
the difadvantage of his pofition* in general, and the 
inferiority of his forces, His Royal Highnefs de- 
termined to rifque a battle. It afforded him the 
only chance by which he could hope to drive the 
French out of Suabia, and to maintain himfelf 
on the banks of the Rhine. It became the more 
neceffary to loofe no time in hazarding this lafl 
refource, as the new advances which the French 
had made on the lower Rhine encreafed the Arch- 
duke's embarrafments, and made his fituation every 
day more and more critical. 

As foon as the French Generals, who com. 
manded the different corps of the army of the 
Sambre and Meufe, were informed of the 
paflage of the Rhine, and the departure of 
the Archduke, they inftantly refumed ofFenfive 
operations; and on die 28th and 29ih of June 
they marched from Duffeldorf and Cologne to- 
E a wards 
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towards the river Sieg, . from whence they eafily 
drove the few light troops, which defended it. 
On the 2d of July, the commander in chief 
General Jourdan alfo paffed the Rhine, oppofite 
to Neuwied, where the Auftrian General Fiinck 
fuffered himfelf to be furprized, and did nothing 
to oppofe the pafling of the French^ The divi- 
fions of the Generals, Jourdan, Grenier, Kleber, 
and Lefevre, then effe£ted a jun£lion, and ad- 
vanced with more than. 65,000 men againft Mr. 
De Wartenfleben, who had fcarcely 30,000 to 
oppofe to them. This great inferiority made it 
impoflible for the latter to face the French in alt 
points. He gained however an advantage over 
them on the 3d of July, near Montabauer, 
where General Werneck took feveral hundred 
men, and fome pieces of cannon.- But having 
received a check the dsy following on his right, 
and finding that he was in danger of being 
furrounded by different corps of the enemy, M. 
De Wartenfleben retired behind the Lahn, which 
the whole French army paffed on the 9th of July, 
in three columns. 

The advanced guard of the left column was 
attacked on the fame day by the Auflrians, who 

routed 
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routed it ; but the main body coming to its fup- 
port, a warm aftion enfucd, the fuccefs of which 
was various, but in which the Auilrians had finally 
the advantage. On the loth the latter were at- 
tacked on all the points which they occupied be* 
twee n the Mein and the Lahn; and after an obfli- 
nate engagement which they maintained near Fried- 
berg, INote lo.} in which they fufFered fome lofs, 
General Wartenfleben was again obliged to re- 
treat in order to fecure the pofidon of Bergen 
before FrJfikfort. On the jith, the French in* 
veiled the Fort of Kcenigftein, which capitulated 
a few days afterwards from^the Avant of water; the 
garrifon were made prifoners of war. On the 12th 
they arrived before the city of Frankfort, to which 
the Auftrians had retired. The day following 
they fummoned the Magiftrates of this Imperial 
city to open its gates ; but the Auftrians, who were 
ftill in pofTeffion of it, would not permit them, 
and even fhewed a difpofition to defend the city, 
the fortifications of which will not admit of its 
making a long refiftance. That which the Auf- 
trians maintained had no other obje£l but to gain 
time to remove their provifions and their maga- 
zines, of which Frankfort was the depot. On the 

night 
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night of the 13th the French ereftcd a battery of 
mortarS) and bombarded the town, which they 
fet fire to. The magiftrates and inhabitants then 
renewed their entreaties to Mr. De Wertenfleben to 
evacuate the city, to which he affented, having 
accompliflied'his end; and on the 14th he agieed 
on the terms of capitulation with General Jourdan, 
who in confequence entered Frankfort the day 
Sallowing. 

After the evacuation of this city, the neceflfity 
of General Wartenfleben's giving way Ifb the pro- 
digious fuperiority of numbers daily increafed. 
He continued his retreat up the river Mein, di* 
reding his courfe towards AfchalFenburg and 
Wurtzbourg, in order that he might approach the 
Archduke's army, and eftablilh fomc communica- 
tion with it. . 

Whilft General Wartenfleben experienced this 
ill fuccefs on the lower Rhine, His Royal High- 
nefs the Archduke Charles had not been more 
fortunate on the upper. After the retreat to Etlin- 
gen on the 6th of July before-mentioried, the Prince 
received the intelligence that General Jourdan 
had again crofTed the Rhine, and forced Mr. De 
Wartenfleben to renounce every attempt to defend 

the 
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the approaches to the Lahn. It was eafy for him ' 
then to forefee, that the latter, with fo very inferior 
a force, would even be obliged to abandon' Frank- 
fort; and that he Ihould find himfelf between the 
viSorious arn)ies of Jourdan and Moreau. Placed 
in a fituation fo critical, the Prince faw that he 
could not efcape from the dangers which threatened 
him, but by a decifive viflory ; and that he had no 
other means of preventing the invafion of the 
greater part of Germany, Rcfolved to try 
the chance of a batde, and circumftances not 
admitting of delay, he neverthelefs found him- 
felf under the neceflity of deferring it till the lOth, 
all the troops which he expefted from the lower 
Rhine not being yet arrived. He employed the 
yth and 8th in making the neceffary preparations, 
and in fortifying his pofition. 

His right extended to the Rhine, near to the 
village of Durmerfheirp. His center was in front 
of Ettlingen ; [Note ii.] and his left retted againft 
the town and mountain of Frauenalb. 

The French were potted in front of and along 
the river Murg: their left at Rattadt; and their 
right in front of Guertft)ach. 

General 
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General Moreau, being informed that the Arch- 
duke had not received all the re-inforcements 
which he expeSed, and not doubting but that 
an attack would be made upon him the moment 
they arrived, refolved to prevent it. He re- 
inforced himfelf on the 8di with almoft the whole 
6f the center column commanded by General 
St. Cyr, In the morning of the 9th, whilft the 
Archduke was completing his difpofitions, and 
placing the different corps which were to be engaged 
the following day, he found himfelf attacked in every 
point of his pofition, by the whole French Army, 
They direQed their principal efforts againft the left 
of the Imperialifts, and endeavoured to turn it by 
getting round the mountains. Though all the troops 
which were to form the left of the Auftrian line 
were not yet arrived, General Keim, who was at the 
head of it, made a very firm reiiftance. He re- 
pulfed four fucceffive attacks; but the -French 
having made a fifth with frefli troops, , and the 
Saxons who were ordered to fupport General 
Keim not being yet come up, he was obliged to 
abandon his pofition, which the French had out- 
flanked, and to fall back to Pfortfheim, where 
he was joined by the Saxons. 

The 
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The Archduke had bfeen more fortunate on his 
right and in front, where he hsid completely repulfed 
all the attacks of the French. Buttlie retrograde 
movement of General Keim having entirely un^ 
covered the left of the army, and enabled the enemy 
to take pofTeflion of the mountains which com* 
manded it, the Prince found himfelf under the 
neceffity of quitting the field of battle, and of 
retreating towards Pfortzheim, where he arrived 
on the following day. 

The Imperialifts loft in this aQion 2,000 men, 
of whom I3000 were made prifoners. It coft the 
French full as dear, but the event of it gave them 
the important advantage of detaching the Auftrians 
entirely from tbe banks of the Rhine, and from 
the fortified towns of Philipfburg and Manheira. 
The Archdukp had had the precaution to throw 
into both fufficient garrifons, as Mr. De Warten- 
fleben had done into Ehrebreitftein and Mayence, 
before they were invefted by the French. 

By leaving near 25,000 men in thefe four for- 
tified places. Prince Charles judged that the enemy 
would alfo be obliged to leave behind a part of 
their army to blockade them ; and that the garrifons 
of Philipfbourg and Manheim might a good deal 
F interrupt 
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interrupt the communication between the armies, 
of Moreau and Jourdan, by threatning and har- 
raffing their rear, and by falling fuddenly on their 
convoys and fmall detachments. This judicious 
difpoCtion produced the full efFeft, which the 
Archduke expefled from it. The garrifons of 
Manheim and Philipfbourg made many ufeful ex- 
curfions; difturbed the formation of the enemy's 
magazines; pufhed their parties as far as Heilbron; 
and even fell in with and took fome French 
couriers and detachnients, in the very heart of 
Franconia, 
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CHAR III. 

Battles of Canjladt and EJlingtn — Contributions im- 
pofed by the French — Armijlice concluded by them, 
with the Duke of Wiirtemberg, the Margrave of 
Baden, and the circle of Suabia — Second battle 
of EJlingen — Continuation of the retreat of the 
Imperial Army — Battle of Mettingen — Retreat of 
General Wartenjlcben to Amberg, and of the 
Archduke to Donawert — Projects of that Prince. 



.FTER the battle of Ettlingen, the Archduke, 
as has been before obferved, retreated to Pfortz- 
heim, where he remained the nth, 12th, and 13th. 
On the 14th he learnt that the center of the enemy's 
army, meeting with litde oppofiuon from the troops 
of the Duke of Wiirtemberg, and thofe of the 
circle of Suabia, had penetrated farther, and were 
direOiing their march towards the town of Studgard. 
That he might not lofe the communication with 
the Prince of Conde, the Archduke broke up his 
camp at Pfortzheim on the 14th, and encamped 
again near Vahingen, on the river Entz, where ha 
Fa paffed 
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the 35th and 16th. The enemy continuing to 
advance into the Duchy of Wiirtemberg, the 
Archduke marched again on the 17th; arrived 
on the 1 8th at Ludwifburg (a country houfe of the 
Duke of WiirtemburgX near the Nekcr) and' 
fent two fmall corps the very fame day, to poft 
themfelves at Canftadt and Eflingen. It]wa5 of 
confequence to the Archduke to make bimfelf 
mafter of thefe plajces, on account of their fitua. 
lion on the Neker, and of the magazines which 
they contained. The French having entered 
Stutgard in the courfe of the fame day, and know- 
ing the importance of the poft of Canftadt, wiflied 
to diflodge the fmall body of Auftrians which dc* 
fended it, uifder the command of General Baillet, 
(brother to General Latour,) attacking at the fame 
tijne the corps at Eflingen, which was under the or* 
ders of Prince, John of Lichtenftein. Thefe two 
Gene;rals. defended themfelves with great bravery* 
Notwithftanding three fucceffive attacks, the French 
w^re unable to diflpdge General Baillct front 
Canftadt. They were however, rather more fuc* 
cefsful againft the Prince of Lichtenftein, and found 
means after repeated eflPorts, to make themfelves 
wafters of the heights wJbicb commanded his flank 

and 
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and rear. In ibis emergency the Prince hearing 
that a body of troops was ordered to his affiftancey 
reiblved txx ftand at his poft, and continue the 
combat. He was already on the point of being 
furrounded, when General de Vay ^ bft made hta 
appearance with the expe£ied fuccoars,. The 
French now found themfclves attacked in their tum„^ 
both in flank and rear, and at the fame inftant 
the Prince of Lichtcnftein prelSng hard upon their 
front, they were put to the roiit, with the lofs of 
about 1,500 men. . This advantage coft the 
Auftrians ^00 men* 

On the 19th, the Archduke, after harin^pafied 
with his army over the Neker, pitched his: camp 
at Feidba'eh, tha^ he might cover the eommuni. 
cation with the town of Ulim, and fa:ve the prin« 
cipal magazines on the upper Dcmube. Whillt 
the f rench were thus forcing, the Archduke to re- 
tire from the Rhine to the Neker, they likewife 
a&er feveral fli^t engagements,, compelled the 
Prince of Gonde, and General Frolichj. to yield 
up the Brifgiau, as well as the country of the Black 
Foreft. Thefe two' commanders effisSed a junc* 
tion at Villingen; but being oppofed to veiy- 
fuperior numbers, they found it neceflary to fall 

back 
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back to Sigmaringen on the Danube. In the 
mean time General Wartenfleben continuing to 
give way before the numerous army of Jourdan, 
was retiring acrofs Franconia; and found himfelf 
when arrived at Wiirtfburg, on a line with the 
front of the Archduke; and from this time, fjuly 
20thj the march of the refpeftive armies became 
more regular and better combined. 

From this period alfq the Imperial army com- 
menced a methodical retreat, and a war of ma* 
nceuvres. It was divided into three principal 
corps, amounting to nearly 80,000 men, having 
been reduced to that nuipber by detaching 
30,000 men to Italy, by leaving 25,000 to gar- 
rifon the different Fortreffes, and by the lofles 
fuftained in the different aQions. 

The firfl of thefe three corps, about 25,000 ftrong, 
occupied both banks of the river Meyn, under Ge- 
neral Wartenfleben, and was oppofed to the army 
of Jourdan, which amounted to about 55,006 
men. The Archduke, with 40,000 men, was 
pofled upon the Neker, which he defended againft 
General MoreaU| who commanded more than 

50,0t)0. 
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The third body, confifting of about 15,000 
tnen, was divided between the Prince of Conde 
and General Frolich, and defended the upper 
Danube againft General Ferino, who having been 
reinforced by General Laborde, was at the head 
,of 20,000 men. 

The loffes fuftained in 4iffcrent engagements, 
and the neceffity of leaving bodies of troops to 
blockade the fortified places, had weakened the 
armies of Jourdan and Moreau; the fuperiority 
howevef of their numbers over the Imperialifts, 
was ftill greater than at the opening of the cam- 
paign. [Note ij2.] 

From the middle of the month of July, the 
French began to reap in part thofe advantages 
which they expefled from the invafion of Gerr 
many. They found the country which they oc* 
,cupied, abundant in refources of every kind; and 
they impofed on the inhabitants heavy contributions^ 
The weight of them was chiefly felt by the people 
of the Brifgau, who had taken up arms againft 
the Republicans^ The town of Frankfort was 
compelled, for the fecond time fince the com* 
mencement of the war, 10 fhare its riches with 
the French, being taxed by General Jourdan, to 

the 



( 40 ) 

Ae amount of fix millions of French livres in fpecie, 
and two millions in provifions. The Margrave of 
Baden, the Duke of Wiirteniberg, the circle of Sua- 
bia, and all the petty Princes whofe eftates are com- 
|>rehendedin it, feeing tbemfelves on the point of be- 
toming a prey to the French, who already occupied 
their territory, folicited a fufpenfion of arms, which 
they obtained feparately^ but for which they 
paid dearly. Their joint contributions amounted 
Co twenty-five millions of French livres, 12,000 
iiorfes, an equal number of oxen, 500,000 quin- 
tals of wheat, rye, and oats; 200,000 pair of 
Ihoes, with an immenfe quantity of other liecef* 
iaries.* We have feen above, that the Archduke 
Charles had arrived on the 19th of July on the banks 
of the Neker, whilft at the fame time the corps 
of Condc, and of Frolich were on the Danube, 
find that of Mr. De Wartenfleben was potted upoiv 
the Mcin. The extreme inferiority of his force 
preventing the Prince from afting offenfively, 
his fole obje£l was to protra£i his defence, and to 
retire as flowly as poffible, in order to give the 
Court of Vienna time to fend him thofe reinforce* 
tnents which h was then coHcftirtg. 

The 
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The Ardhduke having received information 
that the enemy, meant to attack the ihiportant pott 
of Eflingen, which commands the high road from 
Stutgard to Ulm, fent re-inforcements thither on the 
20th» The next day it was attacked by a nu- 
merous body of troops, as had /been expefted. 
General Hotze, and the forces under his com- 
mand, defended the pofition with equal fuccefs 
and bravery. The French were conftantly re- 
pulfed, and loft about 2,000 men. It did not 
coft the Auftrians more than half that number- 
They owed this fuccefs entirely to the obftinacy 
with which they fought. The moft ftriking proofs 
of it were given by one battalKon of the Hungarian 
regiment of Spleny, which defended its poft during 
the whole day, without being either relieved or 
re-inforced, a«d maintained its ground until night, 
though they hati loft in the courfe of the engage- 
ment 3 or 400 men. 

Gn the 22d, the enemy having made a move- 
ment, .which indicated an intention to turn the 
right wing of the Arckduke, by pofting them- 
felves on the road from Stutgard to Donauwert, 
he abandoned . Eflingen and the banks of the 
Neker, on the night of the 2 2d, turned to the 
. G ^ right 
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right tofruftrate the intention of the French, s^nd 
fixed his head quarters at Gemund. From thence^ 
he marched on the 26th9 ftill continuing to give 
ground. The progrefs made by the enemy on 
the Mein and Danube, again obliged the Prince 
to retreat. He moved on the ift of Auguil to 
Heydenheim, on the 2d to Nererlheim, and on the 
3d to Nordlingen. [Note 13.] Several ikirmiOies 
took place during that interval, in which the 
Imperialifts, although retreating, frequently had 
the advantage. 

The Archduke was obliged to yield fo much 
ground, on account of the advances made on his 
right and left by the enemy in the latter days of 
July. Jourdan's army had entered Wiirtlburg on 
the 26th, and General Wartenfleben bad been 
compelled to fall back towards Bamberg, Nurenx- 
berg, and Anfpach. The three corps of the 
Prince of Conde, Generals Frolich and Wol^ 
had been forced to retire on the right bank of 
the Danube, thus^ abandoning upper Suabia to 
the French. INoie 14.] 

The conqueft of Suabia and Franconia, fpread 
great alarm throughout Germany, The French 
were on the frontiers of Bohemia and Bavaria, and 

their 
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their gi-eat ruperiority of numbers, excluded every 
h(^e of being able to put a Hop to their progrefs. 
But neither the misfortunes which he had juft 
cxperitnced, nor thofe he had to apprehend, were 
Capable of difcouraging the Archduke. He op» 
pofed the unlhaken conftancy of his foidiers to the 
number of thdr enemies* He compenfated by his 
talents for the deficiency of his means; and did 
every thing which could be expeCled from the moft 
tonfammate General. Thinking it unneceffary to 
tover Bohemia, where numerous obftacles op> 
pofed themfelves to an invading enemy, [Note. 15.] 
the Prince wifely took the refolution of drawing 
towards himfelf the greater part of Wartenfleberfs 
army. By thefe means, he had it in his power to 
meet with a greater mafs of force either of 
the French armies which might chufe to attack 
him; and by keeping along the Danube, he re- 
ferved to himfelf the power of moving with eafe 
to either fide of that river, according to the po* 
fitions and motions of the enemy. This plan, as 
well executed as it was conceived, concentrated 
his defence, gave him the means of prolonging it| 
and more eflFeftually proteftcd the hereditary do- 
minionji, 

G a On 
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On the 3d and 5th of Auguft, the French 
attacked the advanced pofts of the Archduke. 
On the firfl: of thefe days, they were viSorious; 
but on the other, were defeated. 

Several engagements at the fame time alfo took 
place between the armies of Wartenfleben, and of 
Jourdan. One corps of the latter was repulfed 
with lofs on the 4th of Auguft, by General Kray. 
They were again engaged on the 6th and» Sth, 
on bodi which days the Auftrian cavalry much 
diftinguiflied itfelf. The French General Doro 
was killed, and General Richepanfe wounded. 

In fpite of their bravery and partial fuccefs, 
the Auftrians could not prevent the French from 
gaining ground every day. The forces of Ge- 
neral Wartenfleben werp not fufficiently numerous 
to oppofe the different columns of Jourdan's arrny^ 
which inceflkntly harrafled. their flanks, and threaten- 
ed entirely to cut off their communication with the 
Archduke. The neceffity there was for keeping 
up this communication, and the order which this 
commander had received to draw nearer to the 
Prince, determined him to leave Bamberg and 
the Mein, gn the yth, and to march firft to 

Forch. 



( 45 ) 

Forchbeim^ on tfae Rednitz^ and then to Lauf, 
on the Pegnitz. 

On the 8th, the French attacked and diflodged 
one of the advanced corps of the Archduke, taking 
2 or 300 prifoners. This advantage, and abov;e all,' 
theretreat of Mr. De Wartenfleben, induced Prince 
Charles to abandon his pofition at Nordlingen, 
to take another between that town and Donauwert, 
which he wilhed to cover. He eftablifhed his 
head quarters at Mettingen, upon the little river 
£gar, . his left extending towards Hohenalheim, 
and his right towards Allerflieim. The Prince 
of Conde had retreated to Mindclheitn, and Gene- 
ral Wolf had retired into the defiles near the town 
of Bregents, of which, the French took poffeflion. 

On the 10th, at night the Republicans at- 
tacked the body of Auflrians under the com- 
mand of General Hotze with great impetuo- 
fity, and forced a part of his pofition, taking 
300 prifoners. This flight check was no obftacle 
to the proje6l which the Archduke had refolved 
to carry into execution that very day. Being 
well-informed of the fituation of General Moreau, 
he had judged that he might attack him with ad- 
vantage, and had determined to do fo on the 
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• night of the loth. The Prince made his preparsU 
fions for a general a8ion, v^hich was to take place 
in feveral columtis. His principal obje£l vras, 
to turn the right of Moreau, and to fall fuddenly 
on his rear, whilft the whole length of his Front 
ftould be attacked at the fame time. As the French 
were very much fuperior in number, the fole 
hope of fuccefs which the Archduke could pof- 
fibly indulge, was refted in the goodnefs of his 
difpofitions, and the cffeft of a furprize. He 
concerted his movements in fuch a manner, that 
before break of day five of his principal columns 
might engage the enemy. A violent ftorm which 
came on in the night and lafted feveral hours^ 
damaged the roads to fuch a degree, that the dif- 
ferent corps could not reach the places of their 
deftination fo foon as was expeQed. This delay 
enabled the enemy to difcover the meafures taken 
againft them, and gave them time to prepare their 
defence. The battle began about feven o'clock 
in the morning, and continued the whole day 
with various fuccefs. The three columns which 
formed the centre of the Auftrian army, and were 
commanded by the Prince of Furftemberg, and 
the Generals Hotze and Latour, fiicceeded in 

dif- 
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idiflodging a part of the enemy's centre. The 
column on the right, under the orders of the 
Prince of Lichtenftein was not lb fortunate; 
General M oreau having marched all his corps de 
Referve to the left in the very beginning of the 
adion, was enabled to reputfe the Prince of Lich- 
tenftein, and obliged him to yield a good deal 
of ground. This movement having laid open 
the right and center of the Imperialifts, the French 
attacked them with advantage, and fucceeded in 
driving them back alfo. The Archduke was pc« 
cupied in reinforcing his right, for the purpofe of 
recovering the ground it had loft, when he re. 
ceived a report from General Wartenfleben, in- 
timating that he had been compelled to abandon 
his poft on the Pegnitz, and to retire to Amberg; 
that the right of Jourdan's army was arrived 
at Nuremberg on the 9th, and was approaching 
nearer to the army of Moreau. As nhis laft 
movement put the right, of the Archduke, which 
the French were endeavouring to turn and fepa- 
rate from Mr. De Wartenfleben, into eminent 
danger, that Prince judged that whether he was 
conqueror or conquered, he Ihould be obliged 
in eidier cafe^ to fall back to the banks of the 
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Danube and the town of Dooawert. H^ deter- 
mined therefore to put and end to a battle which 
now became lifelefs. . It was howerer with regret 
that the Prince formed this refolution, having juft 
learned that his left wing conduced by General 
Riefe, had turned the right of the enemy, hacj 
advanced four leagues upon their rear, and made 
a great nund^er of prifoners« The Archduke had 
fuf&cient command over himfelf to make a iacrifice 
of this brilliant fuccefs, of which the confequences 
might have, been of the utmoft importance; and 
to encamp Yfith his whole army, on the very fpot 
he had occupied before the a£iion. This engage- 
ment coft the Auftrians 1,500 men, and the 
French 3,000, of whom J,200 were taken prifoners; 
the latter likewife loft feveral provifion wag? 
gons, and feveral pieces of cannon. 

The Prince having refted his army on the 12th, 
re tired J obA the 13th to Donauwerti where he 
eftabliflied his head quarters. The battle of the 
11th difconcerted the projefts of Moreau for 
fome time. His refcrve of artillery and military 
ftores, on the point of falling into the hands of 

General Riefe, had been obliged to fly a confi- 

i 
derable wsy to effefl: their efcape. This circum- 
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ftance, as Moreau himfelf expreffed in a letter 
to the direftory, prevented him from attacking 
the Archduke during his march. The Prince 
profiting by this on the fame day (the 13th) 
crofled the Danube by the bridge of Donauwerd, 
with the greateft part of his forces. He however 
left two bodies of troops on the left fide of that 
river, which occupied the roads from Nordlingen 
and Hoechftedt to Donauwert. [^Note 16.] It was at 
this period that Prince ChaVles conceived the bold 
projeft, which was afterwards produftive of fuch 
brilliant fuccefs. Till that time nothing had been 
able to check the viftorious march of the French* 
They were matters of Suabia and Franconia. Ge- 
neral Jourdan was dire3ing his march towards the 
Danube, and threatened at the fame time Bohemia, 
and upper Auftria. The army of Moreau was 
on the frontiers of Bavaria; his right wing had 
feized the important potts of Bregents, and was 
advancing into the Tyrol, The viSories of Buona- 
parte in Italy, gave that General hc^s that he 
likewife (hould be able to penetrate into the Tyrol, 
aid to fonn a jundion with General Moreau. 
The French believed themfelves on the point of 
H reaK 
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realifing the vaft plan which they had framed; 
a plan, the objeft of which was to unite three 
large and viftorious armies in the heart of Ger- 
many, and to pour their combined force againfl 
the hereditary ftates of the Houfe of Auftria. 

Any other General but the Archduke, and any 
other army but his, might have been alarmed 
at fuch a fituation of affairs. But this young Prince) 
intrufted with the defence of his brother's do- 
minions, and the fafety of Germany, wifhed to 
prove himfelf worthy of the confidence repofed 
in him, and to fliew that he was capable of fuf- 
taining fo great a load of refponfibility. He faw 
that fome daring and fudden enterprize, was 
the only poffible method of extricating himfelf 
from the furrounding dangers. Affured of the 
attachment of his Generals, and of the conftancy 
of his troops, and confcious of the example which 
he fhould himfelf fet them, he expeQed every thing 
from their courage, and fomething from fortune. 
The forces and military means of the Prince in- 
creafed daily, the nearer he approached to his 
brother's dominions. Confiderable re-inforcements 
had been fent him, which in fome degree lef- 

fened 
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fened the great difparity of numbers between him 
and the French, who were befides much weak- 
ened by the different engagements, and by the 
detachments they were under the necefBty of 
leaving in their rear. 

The Archduke, however, finding himfelf too 
weak to attack both the French armies at a time, 
refolved to unite almoft his whole force againftone of 
them, and to rifk every thing to defeat and dif- 
perfe it. As the army of Jourdan more imme- 
diately threatened the States of the Emperor, and 
was in all refpefls much lefs advantageoufly 
pofted than that of Moreau, the Prince refolved 
to direEl his operations againft the former. He 
judged, that by leaving a part of his forces to 
keep General Moreau in check, he might gain 
fome marches over him, and fall unexpeftedly 
with the reft of his army on General Jourdan. 
The Archduke was perfeQly aware of the great 
dangers to which this plan expofed him. He 
faw plainly that he left Moreau with little op- 
pofidon or impediment; ' but he flattered him- 
felf that this General would hear of his march 
too late to be able to .aflFord the leaft afliftance 
H 2 to 
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to his colleague, and that even when he heard 
of it, and difcovered the weaknefs of the corps 
oppofed to him, he would be tempted to attack 
it, that he might make himfelf mailer of 
Munich, and create a diverfion in favour of 
Jourdan. The event (hewed the juftnefs of 
the Archduke's conjefturcs, and fully anfwered 
his expedation^* 
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CHAP. IV. 

March of the Archduke — Retreat of General War- 
tenfleben behind:' the Naab — Battles of Teining and 
Neumarkt — Retreat of General Jourdan — Battle 
of Amberg — Defeat of General Jourdan at Wiirtf 
bourg — Surrender of the Citadel — Jourdans rc^ 
treort to the Lahn — Battle of Afhaffembourg — Kce^ 
nigflein re-taken by the Imperialijls — Bad condition 
and loffes of the army of Jourdan — That General 
repaffes the Lahn — Death of the Republican General 
Marceau — The French retire beyond the Rhine and 
the Sieg — Prince Charles marches towards the 
upper Rhine. 



o. 



'N the 14th of Auguft, Prince Charles made 
at Donauwert every preparation neceflary for the 
execution of the plan which he had formed. He 
left about half of his army with General Latour^ 
with orders to deffsnd Bavaria, and the river Lech. 
On the 15th, after having recalled all the corps 
from the other fide of the Danube, he ordered 

the 



( 54 ) 

the bridge of Donauwert to be burnt, and left tha 
town with 20jOOO of his bed troops. The next 
day he continued to march rapidly along the right 
bank of the Danube, and croffed that river on 
the 17th, at Neuburg and Ingolftadt, leaving a 
garrifon in the latter place, which was capa- 
ble of defence. He halted on the 17th and 
18th before ihofe two towns. His refolution 
had been to attack on the 19th that column of 
Jourdan's army, which had taken poffefGon of 
Nuremberg, and threatened Ratifbon ; but he was 
informed in the night of the 18th, that General 
Wartenfleben had been driven from the town of 
Amberg, and had retreated to Schwartzenfeld, bcr 
hind the river Naab. 

In confequence of this change in the pofition 
of the armies of Jourdan, and Wartenfleben, the 
intended motion of the Archduke became ex- 
tremely dangerous, as it would have rendered his 
communication with Mr. De Wartenfleben very 
precarious, and thrown confiderable difficulties in 
bis way, in cafe he had been obliged to retire. 

The Prince, on this account, altered the di- 
reflion of his march, advanced more to the right, 
and arrived on the 20th at Hemman. His vaa 

guard, 
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guard, led by Major General Nauendorf, pro- 
ceeded the fame day to take pofleflion of the 
heights of Tafwang ; whilft a column under the 
orders of Lieutenant General Hotze, marched to- 
wards Bellugriefs, to fecure at the fame time the 
left of the Archduke, and the road from Ra» 
tifbon to Nuremberg. The neceiEty of knowing 
precifely the fituation of Mr. De Wartenfleben, 
retarded, for one or two days, the Archduke's 
operations. 

On the 2 2d, General Nauendorf attacked that 
column of the French which had advanced from 
Nuremberg and Neumarkt as far as the village 
of Teining, within a few miles of Ratifbon. ThisL 
body of the enemy, ' commanded by General 
Bemadotte, was diflodged, and driven back to Neu- 
markt. It was again attacked at that place the 
day after, by the united columns of the Archduke 
and General Hotze, was driven from it, and 
purfued as fiir as the neighbourhood of Altdorf, to 
which place it retired. Several fquadrons of 
Auftrian cavalry, and fome light infantry, were 
fent by the Archduke, at the fame time, to occupy 
the high road to Nuremberg. 

Thefe 
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Thefe preparatory fuccefles, having placed that 
Prince on the right flank, and even in the rear 
of General Jourdan's army, who wai ftill upon 
the Naab, he haftenedto profit of bis advantageous 
fituatioU) and to accomplifh his defigns. He had 
concerted with Mr. De Warienfleben the plan of 
a general attack, for the execution of which the 
whole army fet forward, on the a4th, divided into 
feven different columns. Of thefe, three marcheh 
againft the front of the French army, whilfl the 
others were to turn to it upon the right and left. 

As foon as Jourdan heard of Bernadotte's de* 
fea't, and of the movements which were making 
againft himfeif, he abandoned with precipitation 
all the pofts which he occupied, and retired to 
Amberg in the night of the 23d, not daring to 
rifk a battle, which from the fituation of the 
Archduke, and the difBcuhies of the country 
through which he would have been obliged to 
retreat, might in cafe of a defeat, have ended 
in the total deftruftion of his army. The Auf- 
trians, without giving him time for recoUeftion, 
attacked and defeated him at Amberg, on the 24th. 
He was compelled to fall back to Sultzbach, leav- 
ing 900 men in the hands of the Auftrians, who 

cut 
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cut in pieces two baitallions of his rear guard, 
[iVb/^17.] Jourdan continued to retreat on 
the next and following days by forced raarches, 
paffing fucceffively through Velden, Bctzenftein, 
Forcheim, Ebermanftadt, and Bamberg, where 
he arrived on the 29th. His army crofled the 
Mein at Eltman and Hallftadt on the 30th, 
and halted at length near Lauringen and Schwein- 
furt. During thefe ;eight days of continued 
retreat, Jourdan was purfued and inceflkntly 
harrafled by the Imperial light troops, who fre- 
quently intercepted his* couriers, and got pofTeffion 
of a part of his baggage. The celerity of his 
retreat prevented the Archduke from coming up 
with the main body of his army, and forcing 
him to engage. That Prince, however, diretled 
the march of the different columns with fo much 
ability, that one of them reached Nuremberg 
before the French, and pfrevented them from 
paffing through that town, and along the great 
road of Franconia. This fkilful manoeuvre 
obliged the right wing of Jourdan's army to re- 
tire by a worfe and a longer rout, compelled 
that General to repafs the Mein with his 
whole army, and deprived liim of every hope of 

I beincr 
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being able to join Moreau^ or of receiving any 
afliftance from him. 

To prevent the latter General from profiting 
too much by the iveakneis of Mr. La Tour's 
corps, and from caufing any powerful divcrliioii 
in favour of Jourdan, the Archduke had fenA 
back General Nauendorf on the a5tbof Auguft» 
\vith 1O5OOO men to fupport ium. The Prince 
having thus freed his mind from all anxiety about 
what might happen in Bavaria, thought only of 
taking advantage of his late fuccefies over Jourdan, 
and forcing him to a complete retreat, either by 
a viQory, or by the effefl of his manoeuvres^ His 
Royal Highnefs having arrived on the 31ft at Bam- 
berg, and having informed himfelf of the pofts which 
the enemy occupied, was confirmed in his hopes of 
being able to drive him entirely out of Franconia, 
by compelling him to retire to the upper Lahn, 
acrofs the country of Fulde. To attain this epd, 
it was neceffary to make himfelf matter of the 
town of Wiirtzburg; and that Prince neglefted 
nothing which could give him fpeedy pofleffion 
of it. The van guard of one of his columns, 
commanded by^ General Hotze, arrived before 
that town on the ift of September, and forced its 
J:. way 
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way into it in fpite of the refiftance of tfce Ffetich 
garrifon, which was driven out, and obliged to 
retire into the Citadel, 

This van guard was followed by the whole of the 
Auftrian arniy, divided into three diflferent corps ; 
that on the right commanded by the Archduke 
in pcrfon, that in center by Generd Kray, and 
that on the left by General Staray. 

Jqutdan, confdious that the prefervation of 
Wiiniburg was of the utmoft confequencc, had 
made every exertion to afi-ive there before iht 
Auftrians. This however he found himfelf un* 
able to tSc&^ and did not sippear before that 
town until feveral hours after it bad been in the 
hands of his enemies* He tbeb refolved to dif* 
lodge themi by attacking the corps which occupied 
the place before it could be fupported by the reft 
of the Imperial army. 

On the sd he fell with great impetuofity upon 
General Staray who had joined his van guard 
under General Hotze, and fucceeded in forcing 
a part of his pofition. But finding every efbn 
to dtfiodge him firom the principal points fruittef^i 
he retired at night to Kornach, nearly three ' 
leagues diftant from Wiirtzburg. Well aware 
• I Sk that 
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that the Archduke would foon attack him if he 
remained in that pofition, he refolved to make a 
ftand, thinking it both his duty and his inteieft, 
before he abandoned the countries h« had con- 
quered, to rilk a batde, which if he was fuccefsful, 
might reftore to him Wiirtzburg and Franconia. 

He waited for the Archduke in a very ad- 
vantageous pofition ; his right wing being placed 
on a height, at the foot of which ran the Mein 
and another fmall river with very fteep banks; 
his center was alfo pofted upon a chain of hills, 
the flope of which was bordered with wood, above 
which they placed a . great number of cannon, 
Thefe eminences were terminated by a plain, on 
which Jourdan drew out his left wing compofed 
almoft endrely of cavalry. "It was difpofed fo as 
to proteft the infantry which occupied the heights, 
and to be capable itfelf of receiving fupport from 
the fire of the artillery and mufquetry. . Jourdan 
had.befides left General Lefebvre with one. divi- 
fion of his army to cover the road from Schwein- 
flirt to Fulde; and communicated with that 
General through the means of a fmall interme- 
diate corps. 

The 
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The Archduke was no lefs defirous to engage, 
knowing that the folidity of his fucceffes depended 
upon the celerity with which they were obtained; 
and that it was fiecelTary to baften > the complete 
defeat of Jourdan, that he might have tin^e and 
means to drive Moreau out of Germany. 

On the 2d His Royal Highnefs caufed two bridges 
to be thrown acrofs the Mein at Detelbach and Ge- 
roltflioflFen, with the intention of attacking the 
French the next day. He had for this purpofe 
divided his army into three columns, that on the 
left being commanded by General Staray, that 
in the center by General Wartcnfleben, and that 
on the right by General Kray. 

General Staray was the firft who was engaged, 
and met with fome fuccefs in the beginning of the 
aftion; but the paffage of the Mein having re- 
tarded the march of the other two columns, he 
very foon had to fupport alone the v.eight of the 
whole French army. He not only loft the ground 
which he. hid gained, but even faw his own pofition 
in danger of being forced. 

At this critical moment which might have ended 
in the lofs of the battle, the Archduke fent orders 
to General Wartenfleben to ford the Mein im^ 

mediately 
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immediately with all his cavalry, and to charge the 
left wing of the enemy without delay. 

This manceuvre which was well cxecutedi had 
the defired effeft. Jourdan was forced by it 
to march back bis troops to the left| and Mr . De 
Staray was in confcquence relieved. The Auftrian 
cavalry then charged that of the French in the 
plain, and compelled it to give way and feek 
for flielter under the fire of the infantry and artil- 
lery which were pofted on the heights and in the 
wcx)ds which bordered them. The Imperial horfo 
was fo much annoyed by the fire from the bat- 
teries, that they were obliged to fallback, after 
having charged twice fuccefSvely, 

As the French could not be driven from 
their pofition without th€ afliftance of infantry, 
the Archcjuke was under the neceflBty of waiting 
the arrival of the column uader the orders of 
General Krr.y^ and of the remaining part of that 
commanded by Mr. De Wartenflcben, As foon 
as they appeared^ the Prince ordered a general 
attack to be made on the whole of the enemy's 
line. Eight battallions of grenadiers penetrated 
the wood in fpite c^ the heavy fire kept up from 
ih^ batteries^ and the fwarm of TiraiUtun who 

were 
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were pofted in it. They advanced \tfith fixed 
bayonets to the top of the hills which the French 
infantry occupied, and diflodged them from thence 
in a few minutes. 

From that inftant Jourdan gave up all thoughts 
of defending his ground, and began to retire. H.i& 
retreat was condufted for fome time with order^ 
under the brave and fteady protc£lion of his ca* 
valry and flying artillery; but the former being, 
attacked by the Auftfian horfe was put to the 
FDut, and the retreat was from that time eondufted 
with the greateft confufion. 

Night, and the exceffive fatigue of the Im- 
perialifts, faved the French army from total de- 
firudion. It loft on that day 2,000 men killed 
and wounded, more than gyDOO taken prifoners^ 
10 pieces of cannon-, and a vaft number of bag- 
gage and provifion waggons. This vi^oiy coft 
the Auftrians no more than 800 men. They were 
indebted for it to the example fet them by the 
Archduke, to his coolnefs, his quicknefs of per- 
ception, and to the ability of his manceuvres/ 

The defeat of Jourdan drew after it the fur- 
render of the Citadel of Wiirtzburg, the garrifon of 
which confining of 70a men with their com- 
mander 
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mander General Belmont, chief of the French 
arulleiy, were made prifoners of war. The Auf- 
trians found 150 pieces of cannon, wiih a large 
quantity of ammunition and provifions in this 
place and in Schweinfurt, which was evacuated 
by General Lefebvre. Thefe (lores were the 
produce of the' contributions levied by the 
French in the furrounding country. The raif- 
ing of thefe contributions, joined to the vex* 
ations and outrages exercifed upon them, by 
the Republicans, had irritated the inhabitants 
of Franconia to fuch a . degree, that they armed 
on all fides during the retreat of the French, 
flopped feveral of their convoys, plundered their 
military chefts, and either maifacred or took 
prifoners all the ftragglers. 

Jourdan, after his defeat at Wurtzburg, retired to 
Hamelbourg, and continued his retreat towards 
the upper Lahn, acrofs the country of Fulda 
and Weteravia. He was clofely purfued by the 
Archduke, who in order to compel him to aban- 
don the banks of the Mein entirely, detached Ge- 
neral Meerfeld on the 5th with ten fquadrons of 
light cavalry, deftine<l to form a junSion, with the 
garrifons of Manheim and Mayence, and by thefe 

means 
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^s|]^^ns to btfpg 1 5^000 mep V{>on the re^r of the 
jtB^emy* The prince in the fffc.ap Jiinie fcnt a 
41fp9g yaii gW.rd^ uqdex the ordpr$ of Gepeiral 
JLray, tQ jtake poffeffion of all the ayenues of 
ilhe (preft of Spef^t. [iVb^e i5.] That General 
^n^flg .them occupied )?y ^a body pf apoo 
f/e?ich a^tac^ed xhem yigojroufly, and droye 
{t}ie]pE^) after a brilk cannonade, fro^ .their ad« 
-vant^L^epus pofij^ion, killed 400 p^n, and too^ 
,6q9 pritpners. Thp i:eft were purfued by the 
.^ufl^rian .cavalry ^ far as the Town .of Afch^flFem- 
bourg, and dj^erfed on the other iide of the Mein^ 
^|ie toivjci of Afchaffembourg, .which general 
i^ray tpo^ pofle£^Qn of^ was of importance to the 
Aufl;^iapS| its bridge oyer ;the ^cin, .bei^g the 
pfily one b^^v^en Fi^ankfort and Wiirzburg. 

The ArchdUifce dderves the higheft praife fqr the 
iatbility he dii^Uyed in getting the.ftart of Jpurdan^ 
^Pifsto^jirrive before Ifim at Nuremberg,. Wurtz- 
|)urg afld Afchaflfenjhourg, This able man^eu- 
yi;e completely /5^aiate^ Jourdan from Moreau^ 
detached h;m by force jfrpm the Mein, and pyt it 
out of his power to maini;ain his ground betweea 
that river ^dthe Lahn. 

K T^ 
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The Archduke arrived on die 7th and pafldd 
the 8th at AfcbafiFembourg. Having learned diat 
the French had evacuated Frankfort the preceding 
night in confequence of the movement which has 
been juft mentioned, he puflied forward his van 
guard to the Nidda. On the 9th he marched to 
Dettingen, and on the 10th to Windecken, his ad- 
vanced guard occupying the important poft of 
Friedberg. He was joined here by 10,000 men 
of the garrifon of Mayence, who had taken pof- 
feffion of the Fort of Koenigftein, which had on 
the 8th been abandoned by the French. 

General Jourdan, it has l?een already obferved, 
had retired through Fulda, direding his march 
towards the Heflian town of Hanau. Hi^ defign 
was to take polTeflion of the ftrong poft of Bergen, 
where he flattered himfelf he might be able- to make 
a ftand againft the Auftrians when joined by the^ 
troops, which had been blocking up Manheim 
and Mayence. With this intention he marched 
to Afchaffembourg, but finding that place already 
in * the hands of the Auftrians, he was obliged 
to change the direftion of his march. He then 
turned to the right and advanced to die upper 
liafan and Weftlaer, where he arrived on the 9tht 

and 
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and employed himfclf in re-aflembling the broken 
remains of bis army. Ever fince his defeat at 
Wiirtzburg, it had been in the moft undifciplined, 
and completely diforganized ftate. His retreat 
had been ma(Ie with a copfufion and diforder not 
Jo biB defcribed. The different corps of the French 
army having no regular fupply of provifions, nor 
any fettled points of retreat, had i)o longer waited 
for the orders of their Generals. They had fled 
in diflPerent parties, plundering, and laying wafte 
the coiintries through which they pafled. A great 
part of the infantiy had thrown away their arms and 
were without (hoes. Conftandy harrafled by the 
Auftrians and the Peafants who had rifen upon 
them, Jourdan's army was (truck with terror and 
defpondency ; it prefented lefs the appearance of a re- 
treat than of a tumultuous flight. The want of fub • 
fiftence, exceflive fatigue and defertion^ diminilhed 
it as much as the fword of the enemy, and the 
lofs which it experienced in its retreat fron^ the 
Naab to the Lhan, was generally eftin^ated at up- 
wards of 20,000 men* 

The Archduke went and enca^mped at Fried- 
berg on the 12th, having left a large body of 
referve at Windecken. The fame day he fent 
K d his 
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his right wing under General Kray agdinft Weft-J 
iaer, which the Frehch abandoned at his approdfchi 
and took a pofition dn the height*; which cttm- 
banded that town. 

Inthemean time the Ifeftivhig ofthe Prince's ann)^ 
advanced under the orders of General Hoize towardi 
Weilburg, but were unable to diflcfdgc the tntmf 
from thence. On the 14th His Royal Highnefi 
began his march, and pre]^ared io attack the centclr 
of the French, at Limboiirg and Dietz; Whilft 
General Kray came upon the rear of their left 
through Weftlaer, arid Major General MyHus^ 
kept in check their right wing which extended t6 
Naffau. 

Prince Charles having been re-infbrced by thfe. 
corps of referve left at Wiridecken, on the 16th 
attacked the front of the eneiny, which a part df 
the garrifon of Maydrice, under the ordfer of Ge- 
neral Neu, fucceeded in tiihiirig near Kitthberg, 
The French, threatened at all pdmts, did tiik 
"attempt to defend them, arid retired bdhirid the 
Lahn, abandoning the towns of Dietz and Liiii- 
burg to the ImperiaHfts. Their chaffeurs how- 
ever maintained their ground in the fuburbs of thfe 

lattdr 



fctttef f)laeej an4 night cdfting on prevented their 
feeing drivdii &tt*n iliem. 

The Atthduke stflbrtibted liis whole artny 'ort 
Iti6 i^rth,- b^tweeA LiriA)urg atrd Dietz, ii^tend- 
ih^to tnakc a vigorous and gencrkl attack. But 
j^^ttml Joilrdah, although it-lrtforfeed byajJaiit 
of the army of the North, and by the divifioil b| 
fetneral Matce^u ^hch tiad Ijlocked up Mayetice, 
pSi Slot dare to ftiiard a battle; the great diford^V 
pWrd^^pteflfrqn WWch ftiH' reigned" irt his army leay^ 
fri^ hlilh -fedt HtrijS hope olT futwfs. ' Giving up alt 
Id^ bf defending his pdfidon ofi ttiq Ls^tin, nol- 
MhftaBding its a'dXranlfages, he profited by a thick 
fbgV^httii Vajlfed the Vh'de morning, to conceal 
lils ifetthii ifrotii the Autfriati^j '^ftd to Heal a few 
Huh ttir^ii Uport thfefti*. ' 

" Afl the.diffeitrit corps of his army left ibe bitilks 
c5f'thc Lafin on'ftie fainie 4ay. * The left and 
cdtkcY df f ef|ing thdr marcb towards the Sieg, 
'WKilft the right joined the divifion which was then 
"Bfdtkrng up Ehrebreitftein, iand together witli 
A^'t thrifeV itfelf into the works which the 
ITrench had tbrbwh up before the tridge of Boats 
at Neuwied. 

This 
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This laft kody was purfued by General Neu« 
who arrived near Neuwied on the tgtbf whill^ 
the French cprps, which retired tow4irds the 
Sieg, were harrafled by the Archduke, who di* 
fe£ied his march towards Altenkirchen ; and by 
General Kray, who proceeded to Pillembourg 
and Siegen, 

The vanguard of the Arcbdukei condu&ed 
|>y General Hotze, came up on (he 20th, near 
Hochfteinbach, with the rear gufirdof the French^ 
CQipfiianded by Marceau Genentl of 9. diyifion; 
defeased U9 and took a great number qf pri^ 
ibnersf: among^ft th^m was GenerM Marceau 
himfclf, who beipg mortajlly .vpundf4 by ^ 
carabine fliot, died the next day ^t Altenkirchen. 
This General, fcarcely twenty- feven years qf 
age, was one of the moft enterprtfing and flcil* 
ful of the republican Officers. His death w^ 
much regretted by the whole French army. Hi? 
adjutant General was l^illed in the fa^ne a^ioix, 
and two of his aid-de-camp*s were ukep prifonen^. 

It might have been expeded that the French, 
who had now drawn nearer to DuiTeldorf and 
Cologne, and were certain of an eafy retrcatt 

would 



in) 

irould haV^ (Endeavoured to defend the famous 
jpoft of Ukerath, fo often taken and re-takeit, 
during this campaign. But the fame reafons 
which had detered them from attempting to main>- 
tain the ftill better pofition on the Lahn, ba- 
niflied all thoughts of making a ftand in that of 
Ukerath: they did not even remain there one 
fingle day. Two divifions of their army pafled 
the Rhine at Cologne; and the main body fought 
for fafety in the entrenched camp, before Duf- 
feIdorf> leaving only a few light troops on the 
banks of the Sieg. 

Thus ended the retreat of Gencfral Jourdan; 
at retreat of more than one hundred leagues, in 
which he loft near one half of his army, and was 
driven in twenty five days, from the frontiers of 
Bohemia, to the walls of DufleMorf. 

This retreat formed a ftrong contraft with that 
of General Wartenfleben, who difputed every 
foot of ground with fcarcely 25,000, againft 
50,000 men, who never fuffered any tonfider- 
able part of his army, to be either cut off or en- 
dangered; and who employed near two months| 
In retiring from the Sieg to the Naab. 

A 
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A f omparifop drawn l^^iwiUfi t)i£& two re- 
treats, Ij^ems to confiqEp the opinion, tfa^t if the 
Jr^niqh ar/e endowed with the qualities which 
Jiead tp vifloryj they a/e not, in the fame degree, 
poffeff^ of thole which ai;e reqtiifite to fiippoif 
fi defipat j and th^t the latter qualificatipns ^f 
4fmii^nk]y ppiTe^ed )^y the Auftnan^. This 
fCampaign x^f |ourd»n*s provec), that if ji^ vfi- 
lwf9f ^ i's^4ief$, and the ^dnefs pf ^th^ir 
J9>^nprals, arc fM^cieiu io re^^^er an .ar<ny vjic- 
^pripUs, the only hope of fafety^ in cjiife pf a 4^- 
feat, muft be placed in the pafli.Ve ob^die^ce x)f 
tjf^p trppps^ in :the r^Ul^r fubprdinadpn of ^the 
pffiper^s, i|i the ability pf the General^, and 19 
fk^ ^d oFga^sfitipn pf all jl^s Parts. It was tp 
tl^e yr^nt pf ajil thefe circufniUiico^ that Jpurd^ 
owed the rapid .al^^(ioi\tneiit ,of bis cpngueftjj 
iHvd ^h^e.deftrjuQrWn pf hk afmy. Two ^rcftt de- 
£e;at$ ^opld >^pt ha.ve pccafio^d fl Ip^s ej^ij^l tp 
ihaii 5a^hic;h4e Jjift^ined hy \}[ic ^2^i\l of difqiplipe 
agwpfjg^s jplciie.i;*^ J>y tjxe ipirit of indepepdai^ce 
aWPflg-his^CvCnqwl;^ ,a«/iofdilpb£^i^qqe among 
Iw^iw^ltenj pficer3. tThe^great ,iri;egul?uaty ii» 
the diftribution of prpvifipn^, a^d the extr^ip^ 

difordcr 
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diforjder j^idi reigned in the interior govcrn- 
fnent of liis army, were more fatal Xo him than 
the fword of the Auftrians. They produced dif- 
<;fbedience and difcouragement among the fot- 
diery, oau(ed ^ confiderable de(ertion) and o* 
J[>Iiged the difFereot <^orp6 to follow their own 
diforetiofl, indire^ing their retreat to whatever 
|)laces could provide them the fubfiftance wbioh 
►they were then fo much in want of. A total 
difunion in the motions and pofition^ .of the 
,whoIe army, was the confequence which Ten* 
dered it impoifible tooppofe a viQorious, a6tive9 
and well regulated tforce. The exGe$ve con- 
ttributions, extortion«| and ^outrages exercifed 
.upon the inhabitants of the conquered countries, 
excited in themthe mofi violent animofity, which 
Ihewed itfelf evidently, from the very beginning 
of the f^rench difafters. The diforder of their 
i^etreat, tlie plunder and violence by whioh )t 
was marked, gave the Franconian Peafants, at 
the ^ fame i time, Qewcaujes of i^efentment, and a 
ifavourable opportunity of revenging themfelves. 
The jbad military and political .conduft ^of the 
French, occaConed ^the lofs, .notioolyqf their 

L con- 
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conquefts, butlikcwife of the Partizans they had 
in Germany. When conquerors they were dc- 
tefted; when conquered, they were defpifed. 

His Royal Highnefs judging that Bcurnon- 
ville, who had juft fucceeded Jourdan in the 
command of the army of the Sambre and Meufe, 
could not recommence offenfive meafures for a 
long time, with an army totally diforganized, 
and which, if it may be fo expreffed, had loft 
all its powers of a£lion ; thought he had done 
nothing, as long as there remained any thing 
to be done He had delivered the north of 
Germany from its enemies, but the fouth was 
Hill in their hands ; and the Prince determined 
not to lofe a moment in wrefting it from them. 
He left 40,000 men for the defence of the lower 
Rhine, under thfc orders of Lieutenant General 
Werneck, who puflied forward his advanced 
polls on the Sieg, and fixed his head quarters at 

Ukerath. 

1 

His Royal Highnefs again began his march to- 
wards the Meyn, the 22nd of September, pafTed 
that river on the 25th, and having made all the 
arrangements neceffary for the fafety of Ehre- 

breitftein 



( 75 ) 

breitftein and Mayence, he bent his courfc to- 
wards the upper Rhine, with about 15,000 men, 
to fecond the operations of Mr. de Latour, and 
to oblige Moreau likewife to repafs the Rhine, 



C H A P. V. 

Pofitim of the armies of Generals Labour and Moreau^ 
on the 15/A of Augufl — Battle of Ober Kamlach 
— Paffage of the Danube andLechj by the French. 
Defeat of Mr. De Latour at Friedbcrg — Battles 
of St. Go/if Ingolfiadt^and Munich — Armiflice con^ 
eluded between the French Republic and the ElcBor 
Palatine — Moreau quits his pofition on the Ifer. 
— His rear guard and that of General Dcfaisi are 
routed — Moreau determines to retreat. 



E left General Moreau s army on the con- 
fines of Souabia and Bavaria. I have not yet 
given an account of the events which took place 
in thefe two countries fince the 15th of Auguft, 
when the Archduke fcparated himfelf from Mr. 
L 2 De 
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De Lalour a( Doiiauwert As (he Princd and 
thai General ceafed from that time to have any 
immediate conedion with one another, I thought 
that an uniriterfupted relation 6f the operati6te of 
the Archduke, would be more diftin£l as well as 
more interefting. I fhall now recall the attention 
of my readers to Suabia and Bavaria^ and give 
an account of events not lefs important, -and in 
the final refult no lefs. fortunate than thofe which I 
have juft been defcribing. 

It inay be reiheitabered, that befdre he left 
Dohauwert, Prince Charles had ordeted the 
bHdge of that town ever the Danube to be 
burnt down^ after having pafled with all his troops 
to the right bank of the river. The Archduke 
having fet out from Donauwert on the 15th to 
commence his operations againil Jourdan, had, 
as h above-mentioned, left the command of the 
Auilrian troops which remained in Bavaria to 
General Latour. In order to prevent the French 
from penetrating into it, Mr. Latour had takeh 
a defenfive fituation behind the river Lech. His 
army occupied three principal points, Rain, Frid* 
berg and Landfbergi His advanced pofts were 
beyond the Lech, covering the town of AugCbourg. 

Two 
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Two oth€r fmalt detached corps, luiflef the orders 
©f Generals Fralich aend Wc^, were at Wangen 
and Kempten^ prote£lkig the le£t of the army 
of Latoury and keeping up his communicatioa 
with the Tyrol. 

The French army was at the fame period partly 
on the kit, and partly on the right bank of the 
Danube^ between' the rivers Iller and Lech. 
Such was the pofition of the armies of Latour 
and Moreau on the i5thof Auguft* NoaQion 
of any importance had taken place between the 
Iwo armies fince the affair of the nth, except 
that of the 14th at Obcr Karalach. The array of 
the Prince of Conde had particularly diftinguilhed 
itfelf on that occafion, 2,200 of the Infavierie Noble 
having attacked and driven from their pofition 
5,000 Republicans. This fuccefs had been pur- 
chafed with the lofs of 500 gentlemen* 

General Moreau learning that Prince Charles had 
concentrated his forces at Donauwert, refolved to 
Inarch likewife with the reft of hisarmy along the right 
bank of the Danabe« It pafied that river on the 
Ijth at Dettingen, Hoechftedt, and Laningen. 
By this movement Moreau realized the plan which 
bad been formed by the Archduke to drive him with 

his 
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his whole force to the right bank of the Rhine. 
Although he had left a fmall corps at Donauwert 
to keep up his correfpondence with Jourdan, Moreau 
was fo ill informed of the motions of the Arch^ 
duke, that on the 21ft of Auguft, (fix days after 
the departure of the latter) he believed him ftill 
at Rain, as appeared by his letter to the Direftory. 

When he at laft was informed of the Archduke's 
movement, he determined, as that Prince bad 
cxpeQed, to take advantage of the weaknefs of 
Mr. La Tour, perfuaded that he could purfue no 
plan as likely to difengage his colleague, as to enter 
Bavaria, and to make himfelf mailer of Munich. 
He loft no time in carrying this diverfion into 
cfFeS, flattering himfelf that it would oblige the 
Archduke to renounce his projefls againft General 
Jourdan, and to return imrmediately. 

On the 2 2d Moreau puflied forwards his ad- 
vanced pofls as far as the Lech and drove thofe 
of the enemy to the right bank of the river. He 
reconnoitred the different fords on the 23d, and 
repaired the bridges which the Auftrians had de- 
ftroyed in their retreat. Thefe preparatory dif- 
pofitions being made, he undertook the paffage 
of the Lech on the 24th at three different places. 

The 
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The right wing crofled it the firft, under the orders 
of General Ferine, oppofite to Hauftetten, at a 
ford which the Auftrians had neglefted to guard. 
The French of courfe found there no refiftance. 
The only obftacle they had to furmount was the 
rapidity of the current, by which their firft platoons 
that threw themfelves into the river were carried 
away. A great many men were drowned, amongft 
whom was the Adjutant General Houel. This 
column having neverthelefs fucceeded in efFeCling 
the paflage of the river out of fight of the enemy, 
advanced againft Kuffing and the heights of Oth- 
maringen, from whence it threatened the left wing 
of the Auftrians, and by this feint favoured the paf- 
fage of the center colunin. 

This laft, commanded by General St. Cyr, 
forded the Lech op the right and left of Lech- 
haufen, under the proteftion of artillery and muf- 
quetry. It forced this village, and as foon as the 
cannon where brought over the river, it attacked 
in front the pofition of Friedberg, whilft General 
Ferino took it in flank and got pofTeflion behind 
it, of the great road to Munich. The Imperial 
corps which defended Fridberg, being attacked 
on many points at the fame time was not able to 

defend 
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defend them ; it was foon obliged to retFeaC, 
kaving in theliandsof the ^French (accordmg te 
General Moreau's report) 1,500 meiii and i€ 
{yieoe« of cannon. 

The left wing of the Frencrh was alfo fuc- 
cefeful in forcing thepaiflage of the river oppo* 
ifiielo Langenwied, and the Auftrians entirely 
driven from their poiition, tonk up another he* 
tween the Lech and the Ifer. This expedition 
could not fail to have coft the French a con- 
fiderable number of men either Jiilled or 
drowned. 

The paflage of the Lech opened ^to the re* 
publicans, the entrance into Bavaria. Thejr 
found themfelves in an abundant country; ;and 
got pofleffion of confiderablc magazines, which 
•the Auftrians had not time to fave. They flat- 
tered themfelves that this fuccefs would deter- 
mine the Archduke to defift from his enterprifc 
againft Jourdan. Moreau:had no doubtmf.this, 
. and indeed expreffed thefe expe£lations to the 
Executive DireQory, by a IcUer on the .25th. 
In this however he was miftaken. As it has 
^been before obferved, .the. Archduke. contented 
him ftlfiwith: fending on:the;2;5th to Mr. de Nau* 

endorf. 
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endof, ^ith lO^ooo men^ to cover Ratifboo^ 
and to fupport Mn d@ ia Tour. This reinforce^ 
ment put the latter General in condition to pre- 
vent the enemy from penetrating beyond the 
I&r; and thus rendered of no effeft ^he diver- 
fion which Moi^au endeavoured to make in f^- 
voar of Genera} Jourdan, r. 

After the paflage of the Lqcji, dia French 
gaii>ed ground for four day« fucceffively qji the 
Auftrians, who took a frefli pofition betw^a 
the Ifer and tbie Amper* General Latour pofted 
himfelf i>ehi|id^e firft of tiiefe riv^ers, oppp^te 
to Munich, which the ad^^anced guard of :die 
French entered on th^ 30th of Auguft. He lla^ 
t4oned ariother eorp« at Frcy^fingeii; M^ulft Ge- 
neral Mercantin wem to occupy L^ndfli^it, 
where he communicated with fome light troops 
whicli covered R«?thftK>n. TJie approach (;o tbi« 
city was befides defended by the trcx^s which 
the Archdu«ke had left at Ingalftadt, a fortified 
town, where liiece i« ^ feridge over the Danube. 

WhilA Mr.de la Tour took this po£^tion, be- 
fore whidi Moreau fou^nd tJie termination of bis 
pr-ogjrefsj tJhe latter pofted his right at Dachau, 
bis center at Palfenlioffen, and hi^ left at Bom- 

M bach. 
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bach. This pofition was no le(s fingularthan 
dangerous; his left was liable to be attacked 
with advantage by the Auftrian corps, which 
was in pofleflion of Ingolfiadt; and his center 
could not advance againft Ratilboni without be- 
ing expofed to be taken in flank, by the corps 
which was at Landlhut. To improve his fitua-t 
tion, by fecuring his left, Moreau refolved to 
diflodge the Auftrians from thci Tek dc Panij ai^ 
Ingoldftadt. 

But whilft ho was endeavouring to quit the 
dangerous fituation in which he had placed him* 
felf, . the Generals Nauendorf and Mercantia 
determined to take advantage of it. On the ift 
of September, at break of day, one part of the 
left wing of the French having advanced againii 
Ingoldftadt, the other part of it was attacked 
with great vigour by the Auftrians, was entirely 
routed, and purfued by them as far as Langen- 
briicke, and the ChapeK of St, Gaft. This at- 
tack forced the French to renounce that which 
they meditated againft Ingoldftadt, and to re- 
turn to make head againft General Nauendorf. 
He had completely defeated the CDrps which had 
been oppofed to him, and had advanced feveral 
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leagues; but the main body and corps ^e Re« 
ferve of the French coming up, flopped the 
progrefs of the Auftrians, whofe cavalry being 
entangled in a morafs fuffered confiderably. 
After fome fruitlefs attempts to diflodge the 
enemy from their principal pofition, the Au- 
firians returned to that which they held before 
the a6tion. During this engagement the French 
had made an unfuccefsful attack on General 
Latour, Qppofite to Munich. Thefe affairs cod 
both (ides fome hundred men ; both claimed the 
advantage, which was in fad nearly balanced. 
It belonged however rather to the Imperialifts, 
fince they difconcerted the plans of the enemy a- 
gainft the Tetc dc Pont of Ingolftadt, the gar* 
rifon of which defeated the fmall ^rench corps 
that was left before it. In Moreau's report to 
the direftory of the tranfadions of this day, he 
again obferves, that the army of the Sawhrc and the 
Mmfe^ would foon Tefumcofferifivc operations^ 

Moreau having failed in his project againft 

Ingolftadt, determined to diflodge the Auftrians 

from Freyfingen, and to drive them on that 

point beyond the Ijfer, In this jittcmpt he was 

Ma more 
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more fortunate. General St. Cyri on the 3d 
gdt pofleffion of Freyfingen, as well as of the bridge 
of thitt city. 

From this day to the lOth the armies of Moreau 
and La Tour preferved nearly the fame pofition. 
Between thefe two periods there were feveral af- 
fairs of advanced pofts^ fome of which were pretty 
warn)) and in one of which, the Republican Ge- 
heral Lambert was killed. I abftain from giving 
a detail account of th^fe a6Uons, as they produced 
no material alteration in the fituation of the 
armies. 

I muft not obferve the fame filente ref|^£iing 
a tranfadidn which took place in the interval. 
The £Ie3or PidatiAe had quitted Munich a few 
days before the Frenth got ]^(Ib{fion of that 
city* Tb4t Prihte had^ before his departvrfei 
appointed a commiffion authorized to treat with 
the conqtierbrs^ and to negotiate with them a 
fufpenfion of arms* Ai foon as Moreau entered 
Bavariai thefe coiAmtflioners fent <feputiea to pre. 
rail dn him not to treat iheir couiHry as that of 
an enemy^ tyfifering to pt-ovide by contributiqas 
whatever might be nCcel&iiy fof the saaiiitenance 
oC the French army. 

After 
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After many dliys of negociation they obtained frolh 
General Moreau^ and from Haufiman, the coni«- 
ikiiffioner of the Re{)ublic^ a fufpenfion of ann% 
^f which the principal conditions were : that the 
Ele&or Palatine (hould withdraw all the troops 
which he had with the imperial army into fiavaria; 
ihat he fiiould give the French Republic ten mil. 
Koni of French livres, payable at different pe- 
riods, of which the mod diftant (hould be four 
months from that time) that he fliould deliver 
lo iht French 3,300 faddle and draft horfes; 
1 00,000 quintals of grain; 100,000 facks of oats; 
100,000 quintals of bay; 100,000 pair of fhoes; 
to^ooo pair of boots; 30^000 ells of cloth; and 
so piduresi which the French Ihould be at liberty 
to feled from tbe^allerks of Dufleldorf and Mu*- 
nich. Hauflman and Moreau took every pof* 
fible feturity for the payment of diefe demands in 
every event, and it was at this price that they can** 
d^ndtd to grant the £le3or Palatine a neu- 
trality for all his dominions in Bavaria, Franconia» 
atid Weftjdialia. They ex^^ed from that Prince 
befides, that he fliould immediately fent to Paris 
deputies charged to conclude a feparate peace with 
iko RepubUc. Thefe were the advantages which 

ihe- 
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file reaped from the invafion of Bavaria. It de- 
tached from the Germanic confederacy one of its 
moft powerful members, [^Note. 19.] and took 
away fome tboufands of men from the Emperor's 
army, whiHt to that of the Republic it produced mo* 
ney, fubliftence, and a very confiderable addition 
of military (lores and refources. Thefe advantages 
were no doubt greats but the acquifition of them '' 
cod the French dear; it brought along with il 
ihe difafters which they experienced during the 
remainder of the campaign; and the lofs of 
all their conquefts in Germany was the fequel 
and cffed: of the momentary fubjugation of 
Bavaria. By advancing into that country, 
Moreau feparated, and as it were, infulated' 
himfelf from Jourdan^ loft the means of adirig 
fn concert with him, as likewife the poffi- 
bility of affording him any ready aflBftance* By 
tranfporting all his force to the right bank of the 
Danube, Moreau enabled the Archduke to con- 
ceal bis movements from him, and gave tba; 
Prince time to come up with Jourdan, and to 
drive him beyond the Mein. 

As foon as he was apprized of the mea# 
fures taken by the Archduke yielding to the 
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temptation of ah cafy , conqueft, be too readiljr 
perfaaded himfelf that ^hC' invafion of Bavaria 
^ould recall to it the 20,000 men who hadadU 
vanced againft Jourdan. Being during the fpace 
of fifteen days as ill informed of the Auftria^n move^ 
inents, as of the fitaution of the army of the Sam« 
bre and Meufe, Moreau never new with cer- 
tainty the number of men that Prince Charles 
had[ taken with him) nor of t^iofe which he had 
fent back. He continued neverthelefs to advance 
in Bavaria, flill confident that it was the only 
means by which he could fave his colleague. 
Hence it. refulted that the Archduke was enabled 
to pulh General Jourdan to the litmoft, and to 
drive him beyond the Rhine; and that Moreau 
Ending himfelf foon reduced to his own force alone, 
had no part left but that of a retreat, which was 
sbecome perilous in proportion as it had been 
delayed. 

. The light troops difpatched by the Archduke, 
after the battle of WUrtzbouii;, on the left flank 
and rear of Moreau's army, were fo vigilant and 
fo well diiiributed, that they cut off that General 
from all communication with. Jourdan. Several 
couriers fent both by thefe Generals and by the 
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dire£tory were intercepted) and Moreau iirz$ 
during tbnee weeks very imperfe&ly informed 
of the ftaie of affairs in Franconia. Whether 
that General/ as he wrote to the dire&ory, wi&ed 
to have fome arconnt of the Archduke, or whe« 
ther he was at laft CenfiUe *of the neccffity of ad* 
vandng agatnik that Prince, in order to fiiccour 
Jouidan efie&ually, .on the locfa of September he 
made a large corps of cavalry, drawn &ofii his 
left wing orofs the Danube. Moreau, willii^ to put 
him&lf in a iicuaticti to lupport or £qUow this 
column, quitted on the iih his poikion on the 
Ifer, but whilft executing this manoeuvce, be waa 
attacked near Meinich, by tht Prkite of Fiurftpa* 
herg and General FroUcb, who defeated his 
rear guard, of whidh^chey liJled or took prHbnera 
move Hhm 2,000 men. i 

The idirifion wAudh "bad paifed the DaAubCf 
under the orders of General Defaix, puihed for** 
wards to Hit towm of Aidbftedt, cin which it levded 
a contribution d 300,000 florins {£* 30,000 fter- 
ling.) The inarch of diis column agai» thsew 
Fiancooia into alarms, from which &e was biit 
juft recovefmg. IVfWas fuppoled that Moreau's 
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^holearaiy was going topafs (he Danube; that 
this General intended to occupy the road from 
Katifbon to Fmfikfort, sind that after having got 
poiTeffion of Ntirfeinburg and Wiirtzburg, he 
would march with all his forces againft the Arch- 
duke's rear, to feizfe his inagazines, his convoys, and 
his polls of communication ; and that that Prince 
would focmffindhimfelJFenclofcd between the armies 
pf Joiirdati arid Moreau. 

To put himfelf in condition to prevent thefe 
fi^figns, or to rendef them abortive, Mr, La Tour 
begail itlftalntly to purfue Moreau, who dire8ed 
his couiTe tcfwards Neuburg, At the fame inftant 
Geii^tal Naueiidorf paffed the Danube below that 
town, in order to rtieet the Frendh corps which 
liad croffed that river at Donauwert. The march of 
kir. de Naueftdorf, together with the accounts 
(hat Were received from France and from General 
Jourdati, detefrmined Moreau immediately to re- 
CallGerterM Dcffajx to the right bank t)f the Da- 
fiube; but before the fetter could execute the 
ordfer, lie was ovcttaiken on the 44th by General 
Nauendorf, who completely defeated his rear 
guard, killed a great matny of his men, and took 
1,000 prifoncrs» 

N From 
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From this lOoinent Moreau thought of nothing 
but retreating towards (he Rhine, through $u«)- 
bia. Whether from an ignorance of the fta^e 
of afiairs in Franconia, whether purfuant to h^ 
firft plan, or in confequ^nce of prders from the 
diredory, he had continued for a fortnight in the 
fame poGtion. By remaining fo long in Bavana, 
where he had kept in check a part of the Auftris^ri 
forces, he had hoped to give Jqurdan time tf> 
rally his army, and flattered himfelf that his col- 
league when he had received reinforcements, 
might be able to flop the Archduke, and refume 
the offenfive. The contrary however had hap. 
pened. The fucceffive defeats of Jourdan, and 
the difperfion of his army, no longer allowed 
Moreau to exped any great efforts from that quar- 
ter. The army of La Tour was befides in this 
interval a good deal augnaented. It had received 
all the re-inforcements that had been fent from 
Bohemia and Auftria, The extraoxdinary le- 
vies which had been made in thefe two countries, 
and the military enthufiafm which had been dif- 
played at Vienna as well as in all- the hereditary 
dominions, might in a very Ihort time double the 
Auftrian force in Bavaria. 

Moreau 
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Moreau was likewife aware that detachments 
(■ ■ . . . . , 

From the Archduke's army were then marching 

to Suabia, and ifaight get poffefliOn of the paffes, 
by which he communicated with that country and 
i^ith Francfe. Under thofc circumftances he 
percfeived, that without expofing his army to in- 
evitable deftru6lion, he tould no longer defer his 
tetrclat, which already prfelented many dangers 
and difficulties. He therefore determined on it, 
ind had then no Other objeft', but to effeft it with 
ks much fleadinefs and method, as there had been 
Hiforder and precipitation in that of Jourdan. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Monm repaffis the Lech — Battie of Ifvy:^The fori 
0/ Kehl is taken hy the Auftrians^ and re-takem 
ly the French — Mcreau continues to retreat-^ 
Mr. De Nwundorf prevents his entrance into the 
Ihdchy of Wiirtembetg-rr-The Peqfants of Suabia 
arm again/i the Prenchr^Affair of advanced 
guaards at SchuJ/^nried^^Moreau finds a part of 
his baggage and troops thrixugh Ssevitzerland — DefciU 
of the Auflrians at Bibtrach — The French force 
the pafs of the valley of Hell and arrive at 
Freybourg. 



A. 



.FTER the affair of the 14th, Morcau drew 
together the different corps of his army, contraSed 
his line, and retired behind the river Lech; but 
finding himfelf too much preffed by Generals 
La Tour and Nauendorf, who followed hhn very 
clofe, on the 17th he made a movement forward, 
repulfed the advanced pofis of the Auflrians, and 
again extended his line to Landlberg, Friedberg, 
and Rain« 

On 



( n ) 

On the fame day General Frolich madb )mk* 
(elf mafter of Immenftadt wd Kempten^ On tfa6 
agth he diflodged' the Republicans from Jfay^ 
lifter an engagement in which they were <Iefeate4 
with the lo6 qf 50O mea. By the capture of thi* 
bft place) Mr, de Frolich outflanked the rigH 
wing of Moreai>} whofe left was at the fame tiv&t 
turned by Geoeral Nauendorf^ who had advanced 
in force to NordHi^en» The laitter on tbe^odi 
obtained pofleifion c£ Donsoiwert^ and likewife of 
the pofition of Shelleidberg. [iVi^sio.} Fcom 
ihenee ha pufiied on partieer towards Ulm^ Dtl'^ 
bngen and Gemundi which fbnned a jua^ioiir at 
Canftadt on t^ Neker^ with fome detachiaent^ of ar 
corps commanded by Maj<^ General Pttvatfch« 

This corps had been fonned by part of the 
garrifons of PhiUipftdurg and Mbnheiav and hf^ 
the ten Iquadroiu of li^ cavalry^ whkh: the 
Archdake had detaiched under Geaeral Meerfeld 
after ih^ battle of W&rtzbourg^ Scksii aftef this 
junftion, General Petrarch had msHTched into the 
Margraviate of Baden, had &cceffively beatea 
and ddven from Bruch&l, Durlacbr C^lfrube^ and 
Raftadi^ feveral fmail bodies of the enemy, who^ 
occupied the valley of the Rhine. , Thefc detach* 

ments 
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itnents after their defeat having thrown themfelve^ 
into the Fort of Kchl, Mr. dc Petrarch i^as or- 
dered tb follbw then), and to attempt a Cdu^ 
it Main on that important pdft, the capture of 
which would have cut off Moreau*s principal 
commuhication with France, and have multiplied 
the difficulties of hii retreat. The French had 
covered that fort by confidetable intfenbhmentsj 
but which were at that time neither in & finiflled 
Hate, nor fufficiently provided With artillery. 

Mr, de Petrarch, on the 17th df Septembet; 
eaufed an attack to be made on the fort of Kehl 
by two battalions, who carried it by ftorm, killed 
1200 men, took 800 prifoners, afad forced the 
remainder to retreat beyond the Rhine, But one 
of the two ftaff offieers who conduQed the attack 
having been killfed in the aEUon^^ aind the othef 
taken ^rifonerj the inferior officers, deprived bf 
their leaders, fupplied their placfe \^ith but littlfc 
intelligence and aSivity. With a degree of neg- 
ligence fcarceljr credible, they omitted the ob- 
vious precaution of imtnediately breaking dd^fii 
the bridge of Kehl ; and fuffered the foldiefs to 
ramble in diforder about the town and fort.* 
Mean while a reinforcement of 3,000 men, who 

at 
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gtt^e; beginning of the a£Uon had marched frqqi 
^tmlburgh, pafled over the |>ridge, attacked and 
^afily routed the Auftrians, who fuppofipig tl^c 
engagement a^t aqend, were entirely oflF their guard. 

. They were, in a vqry fl^ort time, driven from the 
fort of Kehl, and from all the entrenchments, 

, -jyith the lofs of 400 ipen. Thus did a few mo- 

.pents of improvidence and diforder rob them of 
^e whole fruit of their viftory, and deprive thcpi 
of an invaluable poll, which afterwards coft fo 

. pQUch blqqd and expence. Few examples can be 
produqed, which have more ftrikingly proved the 
^bfolu^e neceffity of unremitting attention and 
vigilance in war, or more clearly fhewn the fatal 
confequences which may refult from one moment 
of miftake, or of forgetfulnefs. The fault com- 
jpitted at Kehl by the ofl&cer on whom the com- 
piand devolved by the lofs of his fuperiors, coft thq 
Emperor in the fequel many thoufands of his beft 
jfoldier^, wd occaftoned the expence of naany 
fpillions. 

Mr. de Petrarch having rallied the two defeated 
battalions, and fupported them by fome frefh 
troops, made a new but unfuccefsful attempt on 
the fort of Kehl. Leaving then fome troops to 

blockacjp 
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blockade it, lie retired to BichoflFsheioi, si faaH 
town about fifteen miles difUnt from it. From 
tbence he fent a detachment to take pofieffion of 
the valley of Kintsig, as well as of the defile of 
Kniebts ; and marched with the remainder of hi^ 
troops towards Stutgard and Canftadt, where hh 
advanced guard arrived on 0ie s^th. By this 
difpofition, and by thefe moyemetits, Mr. dc Pcr 
trarch made himfelf mafter of one of the five 
principal pafles of Suabia^ placed himfelf in the 
rear of Mo^eau, deprived him of all direQ com* 
munication ij^ith Strafturgh, carried off the ma* 
gazines formed by the French in the Dutchy of 
Wiirtemberg, and intercepted their eonvoys and 
their couiiers. Haying opened an immediate 
communication -with Mr. de Nauendor^ he 
firaitened the front of Moreau's retreat, and 
obliged him to make it through the fouthern part 
pf Suabia. 

Preffed on his rear by Mn de Petrarch, and 
turned on both flanks by Generals Naueiidorf and 
Frolich, Moreau was obliged to re-commence 
his retreat. On the s^oth he repaid the Lech 
at Augfbourg and Rain, marched up the Danub? 
in clofe columns, and arrived on the 22d at 

Wciffen. 
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Weiflenhauien, His plan was to retire atro& 
the dutchy of Wiirtembergh, and the country 
of fiaden, through Ulm, Stutgard, Canftadt 
and Kehl. To this end he had fent forward the 
Commiflaries of provifions, the army bakers^ 
ar>d a part of the baggage. The whole of this 
was fallen in with, and captured on the 22nd 
on the road from Ulm to Stutgard, by an Au« 
ilrian detachment from the latter town. 

The march of the commiflaries department 
towards Stutgard, and its orders to have in readi^ 
nefs in that town, as well as at Canftadt, bread 
and provifions • neceflary for four divifions of 
Moreau's army, proving beyond a doubt that 
General's intention to pafs the Danube at Ulm, 
with a view to retire through the dutchy of 
Wiirtembergh, General Nauendorf left Nord* 
lingeri in hafte, to [endeavour to be at Ukn be* 
fofc the French, and arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of that town on the 23d, in the morning. 
Some hours afterwards, a ftrong column of the 
French army came out of Ulm, but found the 
Auftrians pofted on . the heights, which com* 
«iand the road from that town to Stutgard. They 
did not attempt to force the paflage, and the 

O day 
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day paffed vithout any engagement taking place. 
The next day General Nauendorf attacked the 
French, and drove them back to the gates of the 
town. Seeing themfelves thus prevepted, and 
not doubting that the Auftrians occupied in force 
all the pafTes of the dutchy of Wurtenbergh, the 
French gave up their intention of taking that 
route. On the 26th they left Ulm, leaving there 
a part of their pontoons, and confiderable ma^ 
gazines. . They continued to afcend the left bank 
of the Danube as far as Erbach, where they 
paflfed that river on the fame day, the 26th, and 
from thence direfted their march towards Bibe- 
rach andSchuflenried. With a view to anticipate 
or ftop them on^ the new route which they were 
going to take. General Petrarch marched from 
Orb to Villingen, leaving a fmall corps under 
Colonel d'Afpre, to occupy the mountain of 
Kniebis, as well as the valleys of the two rivers 
of the Renchen and the Murg, between which 
that mountain is fituated. 

In the mean time a column fent by Moreau to 
re-open the communication with Kehl, through 
the valley of Kenzing, was repulfed and forced to- 
fall back on Fribourg. 

This 
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. This General having, as has been juft men# 
tioned, paffed the Danube on the 56th, and 
marched towards Biberach, and SchufTenrled, 
was followed by Mr. de la Tour, who advanced 
on the 27th^ to the JHer, and on the 28th to the 
Rottaro. On the 29th. his advanced guard drove 
the French from Biberach, a;id purfued them as 
far as Groth, from which it was unable to dif- 
lodge them. The army of Mr. de la Tour was at 
that time divided into four corps: that at the 
right, under the immediate orders of that Gene- 
ral in perfon occupied Biberach; the fecond com- 
manded by General Mercantiji, was behind Schu- 
iTenried. General Klinglin (who before'the revo- 
lution had been a General in the French fervice) 
was with the third corps at Wolfech. The fourth 
was with General Frolich in the neighb6urhood 
of Wangen. At the fanie time the two corps of 
Nauendorf aqd Petrarch, which were both out 
of the line, movedj the firft to Heckingen, and 
the fecond towards Rothweil and Villingen. 
Tl>e obje6l of thefe movements was to bring thefe 
two corps nearer each other, and to make them 
CO operate with more concert and efFeft. Mr. de 
• 02 Meer- 
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Meerfeeld cotntnatided the advanced guard of Mu 
de Petrarch's corps. 

It is obvious from this view of the pofition 
of the diflPerent corps of theAuftrian army, that 
the principal pafTes of Suabia were fhut againft 
Moreau, and that the only ones remaining 
open to him where thofe of the principality 
of Furftenberg, and of the forcft towns. Hfc 
might not be free from uneafinefs . even with 
refpeft to the latter opening, in confequence of 
General Frolich's march towards the Lake of 
Conftance. 

To all thefe difficulties which oppofed Mo* 
reau's retreat, were added other embarrafifments 
equally preffing. The exceffive contributions 
raifed by the French, and the depredations and 
outrages committed by them on the inhabitants 
of Suabia, had irritated the latter to the higheft 
degree. They fupported with impatience the 
prefence and the yoke of thefe greedy and ty- 
rannical conquerors. They had fcarcely expe- 
rienced feme reverfes and began their retre?kt, 
when the hatred in which they Hvere held btdke 
out openly. The Peafents every where armed 
ihcmfelvcs, maffacred or took prifoners the fmallfer 
detachments of the French, flopped their fick 

and 



and wounded, pillaged their magazines, and rer 
took k part of thofe fpdils of which they had themr 
klvcs been [Sundered. The Auftrian Generals 

' taking advantage of the difpofition of the natives^ 
pointed out to them the mod eHgible places for 
ciflembling^ put at their heatd officers of experi- 
ence, and pofted their new auxiliaries on the mom»^ 
tsins^ in the woods, and in the defiles, through 
which the enemy were obliged to pafs. 

Menaced in every point at the fame time by the 
Imperialifts and the armed Peafants, and having 
in addition to furmount thofe obftacles which atofe 
frorti the nature of the country^ MorcaU f(>und him- 
felf in the mod critical fituation. To efcape from 
Suabia, called for more courage, and for greater 
efforts than had been required to ..enable him to 
penetrate into it. It was incumbent on him to 
fight in order to retire; his lafety could refuk 
only' from a viftory. 

Surrounded by a multitude of fmall cojps 
fcattered over a great number of points, iie 
was fenfible that inltead of facing them all at 
once, his fituation demanded the adoption of a 
contrary dtfpoficion, and that he ought to nn^rch in a 

" mafs an d in very clofe order. He judged rightly 

th^t 



that by concentraiing his army, he would b: ei^ 
abled to attack with fuperior force and to break 
through fomc point or other of the circle whfcb 
was forming round him. 

It not being poflible for him, without great 
danger, to retire in the face of the principal corps 
under the orders of Mr. de la Tour, which preffed 
very clofely upon him, Moreau was under the 
neceffity of removing that hoftilc corps to a 
greater diftance, in order to gain fomewhat more 
fpace and greater facility of moving. 

In the morning of the 30th, whilft the van 
guards of Generals La Tour and Mercantin were 
marching towards SchuiTenried they were vigo- 
roufly attacked by three divifions of the French 
army. Thefe van guards fell back on the main 
body which followed them, and which flopped 
the progrefs of the Republicans. They were re- 
pulfed with lofs, and the Imperialifta kept their 
pofition. This affair coft the latter 600 men, of 
whom a great number belonged to the Prince of 
Condi's army. His troops formed the van guard 
of General Mercantin, and had to fuftain the whole 
fhock of the Republicans. They exhibited proofs 
of the greateft bravery, and the young Duke d'Eng • 

hien 
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hien, who commanded them, fliewed himfelf by 
his capacity and courstge, the worthy defcendent 
of the. great Conde. 

Moreau, having fucceeded but imperfeiSIy in 
his plans againft Mr. de la Tour, haften^ to take 
advantage of the only route which remained entirely 
in his power. In order to get rid of his fick, his 
wounded, and of all that train of equipage fo em- 
barraffing to a retreating arniy, and by the Romans 
fo properly called impedimenta^ he'fentinto Swit- 
zerland, by the way of SchafFhaufen, a great part 
of his heavy baggage, accompanied by a confiderable 
number of foldiers. On their entrance into the terri- 
tory ^f Switzerland, they were difarmed by the 
troops, which the cantons had aflembled on their 
frontiers, and fent into France acrofs the cantons of 
Zurich and Soleure. Moreau by this mean« difen- 
gaged himfelf from whatfoever could moft incom- 
mode and incumber his retreat; and kept with him 
only thofc troops, which were the bed calculated for 
aflion. After the engagement of the 30th, Mr. de la 
Tour advanced as far as Grodi, and Steinhaufen; 
prefenting his front to Moreau, who was polled be- 
tween Schuffenried, and a fmall lake called the Feder 
See. The fituation of the latter Geperal grew every 

day 



day worfe, and his retreat became more and max 
difficult. The corps of Mr. dc Petrarch poftcd 
between the fources of the Neker and the Danube, 
inceflantly harrafled his rear. He had no longer any 
direfi communicaiion widi France, and could enter^ 
tain no hopes of receiving from thence any fuccour. 
Reduced to his own forces, he could only look for 
fafety to the courage of his troops, to fome fuccefs- 
ful manceuvre, or to tl^ fault of his enemies. 
• The corps of Mr. dc la Tour being the mod numer- 
ous, the neareft,andconl£quently the mod to be feared, 
Moreau refolved to make a new effort againfl it. 
He judged, that Mn de Nauendorf having feparated 
himlelf from Mr. de la Tour, the right of the 
latter would be unprote6led, and might be attacked 
with advantage. He made his difpoiitions in 
confequence with great ability; and they were, 
i^xecuted with fecrccy, promptitude, and fuccefs. 

In the night of the firft of OSober, he made the 
left wing of his army crofs the Danube, at Ried- 
Jingcn. It re-croffed that river at Munderkingen, 
and at day-break fell upon the right of the Auftrian 
army, which was pofted between the Danube and 
^ Feder See. Major General Kofpoth, who 
commanded this right wing, not having been pro- 
perly 
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ptAy vigilant on that point, was furprifed and 
completely beaten. Nearly two battalions were 
cut off; and the reft fou^t for fafety in flight. 
As foon as Moreau was informed of the fuccefs of 
his left wing, he attacked the whole front of Mr. de 
la Tour's line^ but more feebly on the left, than 
at the other points. 

That array was then divided into five principal 
corps, commanded by Generals Kofpoth and de la 
Tour, die Princes of Furftenberg and Cond6, and 
fay General Mercantin, who was on the left of the 
whole^ Mr« de Kofpoth bdng routed, retired 
jthrouglh Biberadu The corps of Mr, de la Tour 
being vigoviroufly attacked by die French, and 
foidiiig itfelf uncovered by Ae movement of Mn 
de Kofpoth, imitated it, falling back from the Hght, 
and retiring towards Ochfei^ufen. The Prince of 
Turftenberg likewife changed his front in the (amc 
flMmner; fo that thefe three coips^ as well as the 
fdferve artiUeiy and the baggage, formed in dofb 
order behind the finall army of the Prince of Condg. 
IV hiter, far ih>m imitating the example of 
GiMierals Kolpodi, la Tour, and Fuiftenbdg, re- 
mained firm in bis pofidon. He found himfetT 

P ^lone 
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alone oppofed to the French, whofe whole efforts 
there became direfted ag^inft him. 

In this fituation, at once honourable and dan- 
gerous, the Prince of Conde difplayed the talents of 
a moft able General, and his army the moft de- 
termined intrepidity. It fhewed no hefitation in 
devoting itfelf for the glory of its commander, and 
the fafety of the Imperial army. The Prince took a 
pofition before Schweinhaufen, fo judicioufly chofen 
and \^hich was fo valiantly defended by his troops, 
that he kept in check the Republican army, engaged 
it even with advantage, and gave time to the other 
Auftrian columns to fave their baggage and their 
cannon, and to take a pofition behind the Rotham- 
bach. Mr. de Mercantin, who commanded the 
left, having then retired to Mulhaufen, the fituation 
of the Prince of Conde's corps became ftill more 
dangerous. 

The Prince, preffed hard by the Republicans, 
charged them three times with his cavalry, led 
by the Duke d'Enghien, who took from them one 
piece of cannon; and who again diftinguilhcd 
himfelf as well by his valour, as by the adroit- 
ncfs of his manauvres* After an afiion which 

lafted 
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bfted many hours, the Imperial army having 
taken a fecure pofition, the Prince of Conde 
alfo ordered a retreat. The lofs of the Auftrians 
oi^ this day, was about 4,000 men and 12 pieces 
of cannon; that of the Republicans was con- 
(iderably lefs. General La Tour fpoke in the 
highcft terms of the Prince of Conde and of his 
troops, to which he confeffed he owed the fafety 
of his army. The official accounts publifhed at 
Vienna and at London, made a no lefs favourable 
report of the Prince on Conde's conduft 

On the 3d. Mr. La Tour took a pofition at 
Monfchroden, Erlenhaufen, and Laupheim. The 
viftoiy which Moreau had gained at Biberach 
having given him more liberty in his motions, 
he took advantage of it on the 5th to re-com- 
mence his retreat, and to make fure of the means 
by which It might be fucefsfuUy elFe6led. Mr. 
La Tour being weakened by his defeat, and dif- 
abled for fonte days from an aftive purfuit of 
Moreau, the latter left only the center of his army 
before that of Mr. La Tour. He ordered one 
dtvifion to open the entrance into the foreft 
towns; and on the 6th pafTed the Danube with thfe 
reft of his army, between Sfgmaringen and Ried- 
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lingen. The intent of tfao laft movement was to cot^ 
the main body from Generals Nauendorf and Pe«- 
trarfch, and aifo to force the paflage of the hUck 
foreft. 

By tbefe difpoGtiom, the center pf th^ Fr^cll^ 
army, to which the artillery and all the baggage 
were entrulled, was covered on its r^ht by the corp^ 
which was marching toward the foreft towns; an^ 
on its lefti by the two divifions which had pafTed 
the Danube. [Notczt.'} Thus did (be Frenc^ 
army retreat in three par^ in paralled lines^ ^ 
right and left opening the march and pi|ote^ng 
that of the center, which on its fide ^pt ifi checl^ 
General La Tour, and prevented bi^i from r^ 
inforcing the General^ Nauendcuff and P^dparfciu 
It was in this regular and weU-arifaqged ordeir 
Of retreat that Moreau dire£ted his couri^ towardi^ 
the mountains of Suabiaj and prepsffcd 4o forcQ 
their defiles. 

On the 7th he marched towards $tdckaip^ 
where he arrived on the 8du He had tWnii^ 
before ordered Genei;al Pefaix to take pefieffioa 
of Engen, who on the next day attacked «ihe adr 
Vianced guard of G>eneral Petrarfcfa, and dillodged it 
from DiUtUqgefi^ On the aft Generstl Defaix 

having 



^ying formed a ji^aSion witti the iwo divifioivi 
^jrbich \a4 pafed tfa<^ Panube^^ no^dea frei)) ait^pl^ 
pn Qcmr^ Pctrarfch, de^a|te4 hkn^ and drov^ 
\^m Cnm^ ^hweymng^ ^ vft\\ a$ |roav tbe towiu 
gf Rothweil i|ffi4 Villioge^ tvp vay Import^ 
poftsy wiibput tb^ pofileifion of ^iiicfa ite Fpe»di 

f oreft. 

(i^iiefal la Toor» nfter fome days of iml^iap^ 
pccafioned ty hif defeat at BibCTNphi »qw refmo^ 
tbe purfuit of the cncm]^* He maicbed on the ydi* 
to Buchaq, on the 6thf to CXbrach^ aad on the gtj^ 
^ Mo^lkirchen, 'whilft General Moseau ^bUflied 
fiis bead quarter; at £«^eQ» Otsi the iotb» Mr. dt 
Kau^orf inade an att^oupt tp recover RoibvKiL 
|n tiie beginniiig of tlie a£lion lie bad ifae advaotage; 
JHiJt it tqnmjBated ia layour ipf tbe Fsenehy ^^k> 
^goroufly reptiUbd him» 

Whatever adissmtage fbe bttor defied f roofe 
^effing ijbe poA of Rotbwl* it hf m iKantf 
decided the fiaccefe of &far tstteU; ^xA di^ iMid 
as yet wly futmoimteda part of tbe difficukies ^diicll 
attended it. The greaieft tin;»ediimnt$ to it ffiUl 
raoaiaed. It ira3 abCblutdy aeceflary that ikt 
French fliould foiice ifaeir ivay^ either tbmi^i fbe 
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valley of Kintzig, to get to KeM, or through the 
valley of Hell, to make good their retreat to Fri- 
bourg. Moreau had npt a moment to lofe to 
fucceed in one or other of thcfe attempts. The en- 
trance into thefe vallies Were guardjcd by Auftrian 
corps, ' and by armed peafatits, whofb number in^ 
creafed daily : there was every reafon to apprehend 
that he would not fucceed in forcing his way, if the 
Archduke Charles, who was rapidly advancing, 
and was already at Offenburg, fliould have time to 
join the troops which occupied the defiles that we 
are now fpeaking of; \NoU si^.j 

The center of the French army, which its two 
wings had hitherto preceded, and which had marched 
in a parallel line bdibd them, in its turn advanced 
tp force the paflage of the valley pf Hell. Having 
formed a ck>fe column, it attacked on the lodi. 
Colonel d'Apre, who defended the entrance of tho 
valley. The inferiority of his forces did not admit 
of his maintaining hiipfelf. He was driven from 
poft to poll, and wounded in one of the aSions 
that took place. The French at length fuqceeded in 
paffing this terribl? defile, \lhit 2 a-] They 
arrived on the 13d!!. atFribourg, from whence they 
drove the Auftrians; and advanced beyond this 

city, 
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.tity^ the pofleffiicni of which fecuired suid com- 
pleated their retreat., [Note 24.] 

Whilft the center of the republican army wa^ 
advancing to overpower by :it« mafs the fmall 
corps which defended the valley of Hell, the two 
wings had formed a jundlpni that they might b« 
in condition to check the Generals Nauendorf 
and Petrarch. They paffedin their turn the valr 
ley of Hell, on the 14th, isth, and i5th ; whilft 
the equipage and ammunition waggons, which 
Moreau had with him, defiled by the forefl town^ 
under the proteflion of the right wing, 
V Mr. de la Tour had followed the enemy on the 
10th to Engen and Stockachj flattering himfelf 
that he fhould be enabled to cut a part of them 
pff, whilft they were endeavouring to force tlie 
entrance into the black forcft ; an attempjt which 
it was fuppofed it would be extremely difficult to 
execute. But thefe narrow paflTes too feebly 
guarded, having been penetrated and traverfcd 
by the French, with little lofs and great expedi- 
tion: Mr. de la Tour gave up a purfuit from 
that time ufelefs, which had now taken him up a 
month, and which had been condufted either in 
fo unfortunate or fo unflcilful a manner. He 

marched 
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ttiarched to the right towards the valley of KinU 
Eigyto forma jundion with the Archduke Charle% 
a jutiBioD, which became taeceflaty from the uni« 
Oh of the whole Fl«hch army, heat Fribourg. 
The Generals Nataetidorf and tietiaxth had alfo 
faarched, oh the i4th^ in order to join the PHnc'e^ 
the ohe to Ellzatfa, the other to Kintzig. bh 
the 15th. dhe corpn of the Prihce of Cond€, and 
General Frolich, SMtt the only Ohe^ Which boh- 
linutd the purfuit of the enemy into the dcfilel 
of the black Foreft. [Holt asO 

The day after his arrival at Friboiirg, Moreau 
caufed Valdkirch to beoctupiied, and placed hit 
kdvuced pofts on the heights, which bohnd the 
right bank of the little river Eltt. A detach^ 
taent of his army drove the light troops of the 
Archduke frohi old firifach, and threw a bridge 
of boats over the Rhine^ between that town and 
nfew Ariftdh 
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CHAP. VIL 

UfOffm endiavMrs to maintsin kimfelfin Brifgat)-^ 
March of tks Arcfdule againfi Friiofwrg^-^Pofir 
iionofihe cppofed srnUiS-t-Batiks 0/thc 17/A9 16^9 
^ni ii^th of OBobcr-^r-^Moreau retreats and tah$ 
ihi formidable portion of SchUMgen-^He isforuij, 
to abandon it^ andio^re-fafsthi Rhine ai Hurdngen. 



M< 



.OREAU hafiring lockiiy ^leaped ail the dksin* 
ger« wkkh auend^ his retreat, Iiaviog without ao^ 
con(i4kra|;)k lofs con(iltt£led his whok army- ov^ar 
the mauntftim of Suabia^ having by the pofleffioB 
of ihe whole ^vailey of the Rhine, ^ well as of 
iSie two btidges of Huningenr and Brifach, a ia& 
aiid~ ^rfed: oommmiicatioii wit;^ France, might 
haye daought ' (as it fiu>idd feem) that he had .done 
enoiigh in laving his army, and have been Inclined 
to mire withat beyond the iUiine. But whether 
this General had cecdved cortfiwy oitkrs from the 
dli^eflory, or thiatt he was elated by his fucceisful 
secreat, ijoftead of retiring into Alfacc^ iste pnv 
<2 P^M 
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^pofed to maintain himfelf in Brifgau, and to attaqlL 
his enemy inftead of giving way to them. Accuf- 
tomed from the beginning of the campaign to fuc-» 
ceflfes which he had no right to expdd, and which 
he owed very often to the errors of the Generals 
who were oppofed to him, he trufted that fortune 
would continue faithful to him, and hoped to crown 
bis retreat with a vidory. He wiibed to defeat the 
Archduke, and to relieve the fort of Kehl from 
Its blockade« With this intention he ventured on 
the i8th into the valley of Kintzig, and marched 
to meet Prince Charles. 

The latter had advanced from the upptr Rhine 
in hopes, (ifpoffible) of getting pofleffion of Kehl, 
before Morteu had forced his way through Suabia. 
He had detached General Hotzeinto Alface, merely 
to engage the attention of the troops which the 
French had in that province, and to prevent 
their fending any confiderable force to fuccour 
Kehl. This diverfion did not meet with the de* 
fired fuccefs. In vain did General Hotze over- 
run the Palatinate and Alface, and levy contribu-' 
tions even at the gates of Strasbourg. The French 
ihut up in their llrong places, and knowing that 
that Gifi^nl could undertake nothing againft 

them. 
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theni) took care not to weaken KeW, to enable 
thcmfelvcs to oppofe this momentary invafiori. 

The good ft^te of defence in which this fort 
then was, as well as Moreau's faccefsful retreat and 
fubfequent movements, obliged the Archduke to 
renounce for the preifent his intended attack upon 
it, which he contented himfelf widi blockading 
with a fmall corps. He marched towards Fri- 
bourg, and arrived on the i6th at Molberg, 
where he took the command of Mr. de la Tour's 
army, which bad be^n joined by the corps of 
Nauendorf and Petrarch. 

Before the reader is prcfented with the detail 
of the battles which took place between the 17th 
and the 27th. of Oftober, and which decided the 
ifliie of this campaign, it is material that he fhould 
be made acquainted with the pofitions refpe£lively 
occupied by the two armies at the firft of ihofc 
periods. They had at that time ceafed to be di- 
vided into feveral corps^ at a diftance from, and 
independent of one another. On both fides they 
occupied a line, almoft all the points of which were 
Gonnefied with each odier, and thus enabled to re- 
ceive mutual fupport. 

Q 2 The 
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The line formed by the Au^^rian army had iu 
right againft the Rhine; extended itfelf along the 
front of the river Eltz ; crofled the mountains of 
Simonfwald, and terminated on the left at the 
entrance of the rallies of St« Peter and St Megef*!^ 
where the Prince of Cond6 and General FrolicI^ 
were pofted. Thefe two cprps bad not ail 
immediate communication with the re(t of the 
army. 

The right of the French occupied (he ino\ithof 
the vallies juft mentioned. From thence thei^ 
line pafled by Simonfwaldj Valdkirch^ £mendiq« 
gen, in front of the Eltz, and of Kintzingeni nea^ 
the Rhine, to which their left extended* , 

It was in (his pofition that the Imperial an^ 
Republican armies difputed the pofleifipn of the 
Brifgaw. On the 17th and particularly on the 
18th, there were very fmart a^iiong between die 
advanced guards, which were favourable to the 
Auftrians. On the latter day^ the Duke of En* 
hien, who commanded the Prince 6f Cortdes ad^ 
vanced Guard, defeated the right of the French^ 
from, whom he took the formidable polls of HohU 
graben, St. Megex^s and St. Peter. On the feme 
day< General Frolicb alfo made himfelf matter 

of 
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«f £6m importatit points in the valley of 
Hell. 

Thcfe aQ;idn«5 vfttf^ only the prcliides to a gc^ 
fieral ^tigagement, for which th(& Archduke had 
isade the following difp^fitiom. The right of 
hi^ army, ^qmrn^i^ded by Mf. de ia Tour, wa< 
|o attack the fmall town of Kintzingen t General 
Wartentteben, with ^be center, wa^ ordered ta 
carry the height behind the yilluge pf Mahneiv 
pngen; General Petrarch^ at tho head of the left 
wtngy wa^ dire^ed to advance on the road from 
Keimbach tQ Emendingen; Whilft General 
Mieerfeld, witti one brigade, wai to penetrate 
$he woods which w^f^ «n the left, and Prince 
Fredefis of Or3^ftge vm to endeavour, with 
Another brigade, to gain the coimtnanding parti 
of the moiln^ains, i|^ order to turn the right of 
the French. Th«fe laft vfttt to be attacked at 
the fam^ tim^ M Waldkirch, by General NaUr 
endorf ; and in the valiies of Su Peter'i and of 
Hell, by General Frblicb and the Prince of Cond^ 

On the i^h, in the ftfort^ing, all fhefe Coiumn^ 
put themfelvto in moticHi towar4s the pointy of 
their deftination : but th^ faadtiefs of the road^^ 
ais well u other <tif&cukies occafioned by the na« 

ture 
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ture of the ground, very much retarded thei> 
inarch. They could not commence the attack till 
mid-day. General La Tour experienced the 
greateft reliflance in that on Kintzingen. He 
was even feveral times repulfed with lofs: but 
Prince Charles having put himfelf at the head 
of the grenadiers, they attacked the French with 
an irrefiftible fury, and drove them from the 
village. The left and centre having alfo met 
with great oppofition, it was not without confider* 
able difficulty that General Meerfeld made hinu 
felf mailer of the woods above Keimbach. The 
enemy profiting from the advantage of their po- 
fition, defended themfelves ftep by ftep, and were 
not driven from it, till the Prince of Orange^ after 
a mod laborious march through a country that 
feemed impenetrable appeared on their right. 
This manoeuvre quickly followed by a vigorous 
atuck, decided the vi£lory. The French aban^ 
doned Emendingen, and croQed the £ltz at De^ 
ningen,^ where they deftroyed the bridge. 

General Nauendorf was not lefs fuccefsful. At 
the moment that he put himfelf in march he was 
brifkly attacked by a confiderable corps of the 
enemy, commanded by General Moreau in perfon. 

Mr. 
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Mr. de Nauendorf not only rendered fruitlefs 
all his efforts, buf vigoroufly repulfed him, drove 
him from Valdkirch, and made himfelf matter 
of the bridge at this town over the Eltz* By a 
ready and able manoeuvre, this General turned 
three of the cnen^y's battalions, one of which laid 
down their arms, and the other two were broken 
and difperfed in the woods. 

The Prince, of Conde alfo and General Fro- 
lich gained ground on the corps which were 
oppofed to them in the vallies of Hell and of 
St. Peten 

It ai^ared from the account that Moreau fent 
of this a£lion, in which he fuffered a confiderable 
lofs, that he had wiflied to avoid an engagement 
in the pofidon which he then occupied. He had 
fent orders to the advanced guards of his center 
and his left to fall back behind the Eltz, in cafe they 
were attacked; but General Beaupuy who had been 
charged to fee this order executed, having been 
killed in the beginning of the a£Uon, the French^ 
waited for the enemy before the Eltz, and en« 
gaged in a pofition which was very unfavourable 
Ip them.. 

General 
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General Mqreau took a new one behind the 
£ltz, in the night of the 19th. His right refted 
againft the mountains, and hb left on fome mo«> 
ntiTefi behind the village of Verfletten. This laft 
difpofition had for its objeB, to guard the mouth 
of the defile of Theningen. 

In die morning of the aoth, the Archduke 
pufhed his advanced guard acrofs the Ekzp oppo- 
fite to Emendingen, and gave orders to General 
La Toiir to pafs this liver at Deningen, whilft 
General Nauendorf fhould advance in the 
plain towards Fribourg. Mr. de la Tour having 
been under the necefGiy of r^iring the bridge 
at Detttogen, under the fire of the enemy's artilleryi 
loft many men and a ^ood deal of time. It waa 
already night before be was in condition to pafs 
the river. This dday prevented Ac Archduke 
from making a generri attack on ifae enemy, aa 
he bad intended. The Prince of Ftirftenberg 
however diflaiged them in eke eourie of the day 
from the village of RtigeU tlie pofieffion <df 
which i^ened to the Auibriains the road to OM 
Brifech. 

The advanced guards of each army paffed ihM 
ight of the 20th within half cannon fliot of each 

othen 
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other. The Archduke prepared to execute at 
break of day, the attack which he had been pre- 
vented from making the day before. But Moreau 
did not think proper to wait for it, and retreated 
during the night, after having fent a conjiderable 
detachment acrofs the Rhine at New Brifach, and 
deftroyed the bridge there. . 

. Such was the refult of Mbreau's efforts to 
maintain himfelf in the Brifgau. All he gained by 
them was a delay of fix days, during which he 
loft 2,000 men taken prifoners,* and a like number 
Itilled and wounded. The lofs of the Auftrians 
was not the fourth of it. To the great regret of 
the whole army General Wartenfleben bad .his 
arm broke on the 19th by a grape fliot. 

The Archduke entered Fribourg on the 21ft, 
where he was joined by the corps of the Prince 
of Conde, and of General Frcilich, which affifted 
him in driving the rear guard of the enemy out of 
that town. The Auftrians followed the French 
whom they fuppofed to be in full retreat towards 
Upper Alface; but whether Moreau wifhed to, 
gain time that he might prevent the Imperialiftsv 
from attempting any other enterprife before ther 
end of the campaign, or whether he wilhed flill 
R to 
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to endeavour to maintain himfelf on the right bank 
of the Rhine, be halted at Schliengen (twelve 
miles from Huningen) in a very ftrong pofuion« 

His right wing was placed on the neighbouring 
heights of the villages of Kandern and Sutzen* 
kirchen. Beginning at thefe two points his line 
extended along that chain of hills which terminates 
the valley of the Rhine, fifteen miles from Baile, 
and pafled by Ober and Nieder Eckenhelm, Liel, 
Schliengen, and Steinftadt. His left was potted 
above the latter village, beneath which ran the 
Rhine. The center occupied the high grounds of 
the villages of Liel and Schliei^en, The whole 
front of the line was proteded by a fmall river 
which takes its courfe in the mountains near Kandern, 
and runs by Ober and Nieder Eckenhiem, Liel, and 
Schliengen to Steinftadt, where it falls into the 
Rhine. The French had be&des potted a large body 
of infantry in front of their center on a very lofty 
point between the villages of Schliengen and 
Feldberg. I (hould add to this detail of the po- 
£tion taken by Moreau, that the high grounds 
on the left bank of this river, completely con%- 
mand thofe of the right bank. This circum- 
ftaace gave the French a great advantage in defend-* 

ing 
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ing the approach of their line. It was in tbh 
formidable pofition that Moreau hoped once more 
to check the Auftrians, and in which" the latter 
did not hcfitate to attack him. 

The enterprife was oppofed by fo many almoft 
infurmountable obftacles, that it required the ta. 
lents of the Archduke, and the enthuGafm with which 
his valour had infpired the troops, to be able to 
overcome thetn. The Prince did not think fitxo 
endeavour to turn round the heights occupied by 
the right wing of the French. The feafon and the 
bad condition of the roads rendered this meafure 
tedious, and doubtful in its event. An attack by- 
open force, in fpite of its dangers, was more fuita* 
ble to circumftances, and above all, to the en- 
terprifing charaQer of the Archduke. He refolved 
whatever it might coft, to diflodge the enemy from 
the heights of Kandern, Fuerbach, Sutzenkirchen, 
Ober and Nieder Eckenheim. The attack was 
difpofed in the following manner:— The army 
was divided into four principal columns. That 
on the right was formed by the corps of the 
Prince of Conde, its van guard being under the 
orders of the Duke d'Enghien. . The fecond com- 
manded by the Prince of Furftemberg, confifted 
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of nine battalions and twenty-fix fquadrons; the 
third, of eleven battalions and two regiments of 
cavalry, was conduced by General Latour ; and 
the fourth column, compofed of the whole van 
guard of the army, was beaded by General Nau- 
endorf. 

The two firft columns were ordered not to at- 
tempt a ferious attack, the ground being too much 
againil them, but merely to keep in check the left 
wing of the enemy, fo as to prevent them from 
fending reinforcements to their right. The real at- 
tack was to be made by the two columns on 
the left, which were to advance againft the right of 
the enemy, and endeavour to turn it. 

The corps of the Prince of Conde having been 
drawn together at Neuburg, pufhed forward to 
Steinfladt, and although it had received no ordeins 
to drive the French from that village, the troops 
were fo animated with a defire of fignalizing thera- 
felves, that they made an attack with fixed bayonets, 
took pofTeflSon of the place, and maintained them- 
felves in it the whole day, though conftantly under 
the fire of the enemy. 

The 
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The Prince of Furftemberg formed his column 
at Mulheim, andpofted himfelf onthe heights op- 
polite Schliengen, which he defended with fuccefs 

The corps of General Latour was divided into 
two Columns. That on the right attacked the 
French in the vineyards which they occupied 
between Feldberg and Schliengen, whilft the left 
diflodged them from Eckenhein and puflied for- 
ward the attack to the mountains beyond the 
hollow way. The enemy defended themfelves 
with great obftinacy, but were driven at length 
from the vineyards, and from a part of the 
woods which lie between Nieder Eckenheim, and 
Feurbach. 

General Nauendorf left the environs of Feld- 
berg, and reached the points he was to force, after 
a long and difficult march. He divided his corps 
into feveral fmall columns, which made feparate 
attacks on the villages of Sulzcnkirchen, Fuerbach, 
and Kandem. After a fevere conflift the French 
yielded in all thefe points, and Mr. de Nauendorf 
found the communication opened between himfelf . 
and Mr. de la Tour, through the means of an in- 
termediate corps commanded by General Meer- 
feeld. A violent ftqrm, and afterwards night com- 

ing 
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ing on put an end to the a£Uon, and to the efforts 
of the Auilrians. 

As the pofts which they had taken pofleflion of 
commanded the flanks of thofe dill occupied by the 
French, the Archduke prepared to attack them 
the day after, on the heights of Tannenkirchen, 
where the right wing of the enemy had retired and 
had taken a pofition en poUnce^ no lefs formidable 
than that from which they had juft been driven. 

General M(»reau forefeeing that if he was cona- 
pelled to abandon this laft poft, the Auftrians might 
place themfelves between him and the bridge of 
Huningen, or drive him back upon the Rhine, de- 
termined to re-commence his retreat, and to con. 
tinue it till he reached the other bank of the river. 
He beg^n his march during the night, and en- 
camped on the 25th at Atlingen. The day after, 
his army pafled the Rhine at Huningen, almoft in 
the prefence of the Auftrians, who did not en« 
«^ deavour to difturb thefe laft moments of its re- 
treat. The French .> Army was prote&ed by a 
flrong rear guard under the orders of Generals 
Abbattuci and )a Boiffiere. 

It was thus that General Moreau, after having 
remained four months in Germany, after having 

con- 
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conquered Suabia and Bavaria, and threatened 
Auftria, was obliged to pafs the Rhine in order 
to proteft the frontiers of France. No one can 
deny that he made a moft able retreat. His fuc- 
ceffes from the 24th of June (the period at which 
he pafled the Rhine at Kehl) till his entrance 
into Bayara, refulting almoft neceffarily from 
the great fupcriority of his forces, were not de- 
cifive of his military talents. But his retreat has 
left no room to doubt of his abilities, and ranks 
Jhim amongft diftinguiflied Generals. Indeed every 
one muft acknowledge that he conduded his army 
with infinite^fkill in the roidft af the Auftrian corps 
which (unrounded him, and that he chofe well 
his opportunities to attack and defeat them one 
after another. The movement which he made, 
againit Mr. de la Tour was well combined, and 
it was to the complete fuccefs of this manoeuvre 
that he owed that of his retreat, which was judi. 
cious and methodical. He faved his fick, hish 
wounded, his artillery and his baggage. 

However able the corida6l of General Moreau 
may have been, profeffionally fpeafcing, it pre- 
fcnts* however many errors, which have been 

partly 
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partly pointed out in the courfe of this work. 
Even his retreat is not altogether free from blame. 
By remaining ftationary during eight days in a 
bad pofition, full of defiles occupied by the ene- 
my, he ran the rifk of being either completely 
routed, or finding him felf in want of military 
ftores. If it did not fo turn out, Moreau had no 
merit in it : it muft be attributed to the faults 
committed by the Auftrian Generals, and par- 
ticularly by Mr. de la Tour. The French army 
owed its fafety to the two following caufes. 

Firft, To the great diftance there was between 
the corps of Frolich, Conde, Latour, Nauen- 
dorfand Petrarch, which prevented them from 
having a quick and eafy communication, and 
deprived the different Generals of the power of 
combining their motions or attacks with precifion 
and fecurity. By forming an immenfe circle 
round Moreau, they enabled him to bear with 
his whole force againft any point of the circum- 
ference, which he found it neceflary to break 
through : which that General did not fail to do, 
as often as circumftances required it. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly. To the diverfion made by General 
Hotze in Alfacc, which proved of the utmoft 
utility to Moreau. This incurfion had two ob- 
jefts r firft to induce the French to draw off a 
part of the troops flationed in Strafbourg and 
Kehl ; and fecondly to hinder them from making 
any attempt on the lower Rhine, by compelling 
them to detach a part of the irmy of the Sambre 
and Meufe for the prbte6iion of Alface, and the 
t)utchy of Deux Fonts. The firft of thefe twd 
objefls was not attained, arid the fecond was but 
imperfe£tly executed. If ihftead of fending Ge* 
neral Hotze with gjood men into Alface, he had 
been ordered to join Mi*, de Petrarch without 
delay,' it would have enabled that G'eneral to 
afl more effeftually againft the Frenfch, inftead 
of being obliged to confine himfelf to flight at- 
tacks, oh account of the fmall tilimber of his 
troops.' Having every advantage which the na- 
ture of the country could afford, and being 
moreover fecorided by the inhabitants, Mr. de 
Petrarch niighf have cliecked Moreau in the 
defiles of Suabia, or even have prevented him 
from penetrating into that province. Thefe 
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9)000 men, polled in the valley of Hell, would 
have rendered it inattackable. What would 
have become of Moreau, had he not been able 
to force this paffage, and arrive at Fribourg? 
All entrance into Switzerland was fhut againft 
him. Had he attempted to violate the neutrality 
of its territory, 25,000 men affembled by the 
different cantons in that of Schaffaufen might 
bitve oppofed his entrance into their country^ 
and have placed him between themfelves and the 
Auftrians. In this cafe, his only refource would 
have been to pafs through the foreft towns^ de^ 
filing through which, an army impeded by equi- 
page, ftores, and artillery, might have been de-r 
flroyed, or at leaft have loft its rear guard. The 
end of this campaign might have been very dif- 
ferent. 

After Mor^au's return into Alface, the re- 
fpeSive armies were again feparated by the Rhine 
almoft the whole length of its courfe, from Bafle 
to Cologne. Henceforward this campaign, which 
ought feemingly to have been put an end to by 
the feafon, no longer excited that lively degree 
of intereft, which two numerous armies, oppofed 

to 
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to each other in a vaft and open country, naturally 
infpire. Great battles, and thofe decifive move- 
ments, which 'produce the acquifition, or the 
lofs of a great tra£l of country, were no longer 
to be expefted. Military curiofity had no other 
objeft, than the fieges carried on againft the 
heads of the bridges at Kehl and Huningen, as 
well as fome unimportant events which took 
place on the lower Rhine, and which I am about 
to relate. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Difpofition of the armies of the Archduke aniMorcau^ 
after the latter had re-entered France — Operations 
of General Wemeck on the lower Rhine — Boumon- 
villejucceeds Jourdan in the command of his army 

^ oJtheSamhre and Meufc — Condition of that army 
— Operations of Generals Hotze and NeUy on the 
left lank of the Rhine — Pajfage oj thai river by 
the Au/lrians on the 21JI — Affair on the Sieg the 
fame day — Battle of Krtutznach — General Hotze 
retires into the intrenched camp before Manheim — 
— He is attacked in it withoutjuccefs — Neutrality of 
Neuwied agreed upon — Armifiice concluded on the 
lower Rhine. 
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RINCE Charles, after having driven the army 
of the Rhine and Mofelle into Alface, thought of 
nothing but to wreil from them the two places ftill 
in the hands of the French on the right bank of the 
Rhine, viz. the heads of the bridges of Kehl and 
Huningen. He ordered them to be invefted at 

the 
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the end of Oftober, and made every neceffaiy pre- 
paration for thefe enterprizes. He entrufted the 
diredion of the attack to be made on the head of 
the bridge of Huningen, as well as the command 
of the left wing of his army to the Prince of 
Wurtemberg, and marched himfelf widi the reft 
of his forces to OfFembourg. He fixed his he^d, 
quarters in this town that he might perfonally 
be able to direft the operations of the fiege 
of Kehl. The Prince ordered the ri^t wing of 
his army under General Stauray towards Raftadt 
and Manheim, in order to unite it to the troops 
which occupied the latter place, and to fecure a 
powerful fupport to its entrenched camp in caf^ 
of an attack. 

On the other fide. General Moreau difpofed his 
army nearly in a manner fimilar. He Feft his right 
wing under the orders of General Ferino, in the envi- 
rons of Huningen, to defend the head of the bridge, 
inarched the center of his army towards Strafbourgi 
and eftablifhed his head quarters near that town, 
in the village of lUkirch. He gave the command 
of his left to General Defaix, who marched towards 
IJmdau, in order to oppofe General Hotze, and 

compel 
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compel him to retire into the fort of the Rhine, be- 
fore the Town of Manheim. 

Having now informed the reader of the po- 
fitions taken by the armies of Prince Charles and 
General Moreau for the remainder of the campaign^ 
as well as for their winter quarters, I fhall re- 
call his attention for the laft time to the lower 
Rhine. 

It may be remembered that the Archduke having 
forced Jourdan's army to crofs the Rhine and 
the Sieg, left General Werneck on the fi2d of, 
September with about 40,000 men, to keep the 
French in check on the lower Rhine. This 
General, well worthy by his military talents of 
the confidence repofed in him by the Archduke, 
placed bis advanced polls on the Sieg, and his 
head quarters at Uckerath. His operations could 
only be defenfive, and his fole aim was to pre- 
vent the French from taking the field again. To 
attain this he had two objeQs to fulfil, firft to 
confine the enemy between Dufleldorf and the Sieg, 
and fecondly to block up the head of the bridge at 
Nc;uwied as ctofely as poflible. 

The campaigns of 1795 and 1 796 having furnifhed 
many examples of the facility with which an army fu- 
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perior in number could force the paflage of the Sleg 
and the Lahn, General Werneck endeavoured to find 
in the nature of the country, and the works of art, 
the means of obviating the defcds of feveral points 
of his pofition. In order to improve and con- 
center the defence of the Lahn, he contrived to 
unite by combined entrenchments the towns of 
Montebauer and Limbourg to the fortrefs of 
£hrebreitllein« Forefeeing beiides a poflibility 
that the enemy mi^t force thefe entrenchments 
and the paffage of the Lahn| Mr. de Werneck 
caufed the Town of Friedberg to be fortified, 
that he might add a fecond line of defence to that 
of Frankfort, 

The reader may remember, that at the end of 
his retreat Jourdan was deprived of the command 
of the army, the remains of which he was bringing 
back. The complaints made by this General 
ag^inft the plan of the campaign which he had been 
obliged to follow, againft the want of means in 
which he had been left, and againft the bad con- 
duft of the civil commifTaries attached to his 
army; all thefe, but ftill more, the misfortunes 
which he had experienced, difTatisfied the di- 
reftory, of whom Jourdan had been till then 

the 



( *3« ) 

the favourite. Inftead of an incteafe of authority 
which he demanded as neceflary to reftorc order 
to his army, he was ftripped of his command, which 
was beftowed on General Beurnonville, already 
known by his campaign of Treves in 1792, and 
by his imptifonment in Mofavia. Scarcely had 
the latter returried into France, than he was fent, 
in cdmp^nfatioh for his long captivity^ to take the 
command of the army of the North in Holland. 
He brought a part' oiF it (o "the afliftance of Jour- 
dan in the end of September, and fucceeded a few 
flays aftef to the corniiiahd of the army of the 
Saihbre and Meufe. 

This change of commanders did riot accelerate 
the reftoration of good order throughout the army. 
On the contrary it appeared that Jourdan in fpite 
of his fnisfortunes ftill' retained many partifans in 
it iti all its different claues. Several "Generals 
knd Subaltern officers wilhe^d id Ihare his difgrace, 
kt\d defel-tion Vliich Vas already very cbnflderabld 
htcArhe tt\6T6 prevalent than before. Thefe ciircutn- 
ftances did not fecohd the wiflies of the direSoiy, and 
theefforts of Beurnonville, to reltoifeto the army that 
tonfiftencre which it had loft. The bufinefs indeed 
Was lefs to i-efofm than to hew model it altogether. 

The 
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Tht clciDf ni$ of it were either diffolved or rc» 
laxed; in no longer retained either union or fpi- 
rit. The Generals were difcontented, the Officers 
diiheartened, and the foidiers were without con- 
fidence and fubordi nation. This army was in 
want^fhoxfes, artillery, clothes, arms^ and pro- 
yifions. It nsras dcBcient in thofe various mili« 
tarymeans, without which, an army; whatever 
be the number of its (oldiers, cannot under take an 
a6tive war, without experiencing embarraflmcnts. 
This however was what the French Govern* 
ment expend £rom it, wifting the array to re* 
coimaence offenfive operations as foon as poffi- 
hle, that whiljl there was yet time, a powerful 
divi^f£on might be made in favour of Moreau. 
Notwithftdnding: the orders of the Direftory, 
and his awn; exertions. General Beurnonville 
could not ppt the army of the Sambre and Meufe 
itt a condition to ad efFc£lualIy. In yain did he 
caibierofficers, break commiflaries, difniifs cpn« 
tra£tors, and flioot fome foidiers : his army was 
not rendered by this more fit to be employed, 
andidiefe interna) arrangements confumed the 
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time, during which it was ftill poflible to under* 
take fome enterprife. 

To the abovementioned caufes, which pre- 
vented Beurnonville from recommencing offen* 
five operations, was added the neceflity of de-^ 
fending his own pofition. General Hotze^ as i 
have before related, pafled the Rhin^ at Man: 
helm, on the 2nd of 06iober, with about 9,000 
men, and fent a part of his forces into Alface; 
to attra6l the attention of the enemy^ to deftroy 
their lines, and to levy contributions. Another 
divifion of the fame corps marched to the rights 
and puihed partieis into the Palatinate^ andthe 
Nahegau,as far as KaiferflauternandBaumhdlder. 

This unexpefted irruption alarmed th^ French 
corps which were in front of the ]^ahe, and in 
the Hundfruck; and they marched* towards the 
Dutchy of Deux Fonts, to proteft it from the 
incurfions of the enemy. General Neu, gover- 
noi" of Mayence, taking advantage of the weak^ 
ncfs of the French corps which blocked up that 
place, drove it back, after feveral biifk engage* 
ments, behind the Nahe; and took poffeflion of 
the town of Bingen, as well as of fome important 
points on that river. 

As 
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As the motions of General Neu, combined 
waththofe of General Hotze, rendered it pofli- 
ble for them to attempt fomething more impor- 
tant; Beurnonville haftened to march a large 
part, of' his army towards the Hundfruck. He 
thus* weakened himfelf greatly on the right bank 
df the Rhine, deprived himfelf of the power of 
undertaking any thing in that quarter, and gave 
General Werneck an opportunity of making 
fome attempt. 

This General wiihing to profit by the removal 
of a part of Beurnonville's army, as well as to 
favour by a diverfion the operations of Generals 
Hotze and Neu, aifembled fome boats, and 
caufed feveral fmall detachments to crofs the 
Rhine on the 21ft of Ofiober, both above and be- 
low Coblentz. His aim was to fpread . alarm 
along the left bank of the Rhine, by making de- 
barkations on feveral points, and more efpecially 
to break the bridge of boats at Neuwied, in or- 
der to cut off the troops which defended the 
head of that bridge. [Note 26.] General Kray, 
to whom this expedition was- entriifted, fucceed- 
pd in the litter objeS, and eflFeSed the deftruc- 
tion of the bridge, which was already much 
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damaged by the Twell of the Rhine, and by trees 
and all forts of lumber brought down with it. 
Thefe different detachments had feveral fmart 
anions, but as their numbers were too finall to 
enable them to make any advance into the coun^ 
try, they repaffed the Rhine with the lols of a* 
bout 300 men, after having been on the point of 
getting pofleffion of the town of Coblentz. 

fieurnonville, anxious to fignalize himfelfby 
the news of feme brilliant exploit, fent an ac* 
count of this affair, full of bombaft and falfe^ 
hood. After having exalted the talents of his 
Generals, and efpetially his own, he defcribed 
the tremendous attack made by the Auftriacis; 
the irrejifiible courage tf hisfoidiers both oh land and 
on the tyater-, the inconciivahlt fire kept up by his ar^ 
tillery; and concluded by dating, that all the 
Au/lrians had been killed^ drowned^ or taken pri* 
faners. The number of the latter amounting by 
his account to 1,000. \^Note 47.} 

On the fame day, the jtift, a very fevere ern 
gagement took place on the Sieg between the 
advanced guards oppofcd to each other, in 
which the French were worfted, and fuffered 
much. 

The 
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The two divifions of the army of the Sambre 
and Meufe, fent into the Hundfruck and upon 
the Nahe, rcftored fuperiority to the French ih 
that part of the feat of wai'. On^ the 26th. they 
attacked the Auftrians pofted on the right bank 
of the Nahe, with their right at Bingen, and 
their left near Kreutznach. Notwithftanding the 
inequality of ftrength, the Imperialift* defended 
themfelves with fuccefs, and flood the?r ground* 
The French renewed the attack bn the 27thj and 
the refiflance made by the Auftrians was no left 
vigorous than that of the i>receding day; but 
their left, over which the enemy had the advan* 
tage of ground, having been turned, they were 
compelled to retire upon the SeU, after having 
loft about 30a men. The lofs of the Republicans 
was not inferior. They left bcfides, aoo prifon- 
ers in the hands of the Auftrians. 
\ The Executive Direaory conftrued this ad- 
vantage into a great viSory, in order to com- 
penfate for the news of Moreau's defeat, and dof 
kis retreat beyond the Rhine, which hap|)ened 
at the fame period. This fuccefs Vas however 
of vtry Utite importance, either with refpfea tb 
the iflue of the battle, or the cfxtent of Country 
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which it put the French in pofleflion of- The 
fituationof the Hundfruck, and of that part of the 
palatinate, vhich lies between the Mofelle and the 
Rhine is fuch as to make it difficult to defend it 
againfta fupcrior force. Thfefe two countries be- 
long almoft neceflarily to the moft numerous; and 
efpecially, as .1 have before obferved, to the pof- 
feflbrs of the places on the Sarre, Mofelle, and iq 
Alf^ce. Of this the prefenf war had added its 
teflimony to that of all the preceding ones. 

Thefe couptries, ajs well as the dutchy of Deux 
Fonts, are indebted to their fuuatipn, for the mis- 
fortune of having been- occupied and laid wade, 
one after the pther, by the contending armies. 
They have experienced more cruelly than any 
other country the dreadful, fcourge of war. They 
are ruined for atgreat mimber of years. [^Nole 28.] 

Three days after the advantage gained by the 
French, in th^ neighbourhood of Kreutznach, they 
letired again upon the Nahe; their ^ip in diflodg- 
ing the Auftrians from the banks 6f that river, having 
been , merely tp cover the march of a. divjfion of 
the army of the Sambre and Meufe, which wasdireft- 
ing itfclf. towards Kaiferflautem, in order to drive 
from thence the light troopsof Gpneral Hotze. After 
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his retreat acrofs the Rfainey Moreau. likewife or^ 
dei^d.adivtfion to inarch xo.wards Landau and the 
Palatinate. At the approach of thefe itwo divifion% 
Gmerai Hotae,' uoaweak .to op^fe them, and 
having hefides no: great intereft in i doing fo, re* 
tired into the entrenched camp before Manheim; 
The French followed and attacked him without 
iiiocefs, orikhe ytW of NwemferV In fpite of all 
thtii; exerdohsy Ihe riiroained matter of die poft he 
had tiktn poffeflioti of/- the ri^t of which was 
covered t)/'FraHkkemhalJi^andi'the left by a little 
riv^ called *h^i fihebach; • I have given, in th6 
beginning of this'ivork, - a defcription of this 
entr^checl camp,- known by the name, of the 
Fort of 4he- Rhine.- -After this aSiofi, the pofition 
of uhe Adftriati and' French-armies from Manheim 
to l>2ifleldorf, prefendttg nothing to either, which 
was at oAtefc heceiTary and eafy to acquire, both 
£des remikined in a ftate of inaftion, which the 
tig^T 'bf, the feafon and want of repofe almoft 
forced upon them. Although General Beurnon- 
ville had drawn together, in the firft days of 
November, two large bodies of troops near An- 
dernach and Cologne, and had made apparently 
great preparations for an impending attack, yet he 
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contented bitnfelf with mere appearances. General 
Weineck} da hi&. fide, Mas jttft a&.iiuifttvc, and 
made no ferioiis aUempt upon th^.head of the 
bridge at Neawied. Nothing happened but. :a: few 
(kirmtflics aodcamxinades^ vrhich had no other 
Gffe8 but to coil the Uvea ofiibme men on both 
fide^,: .• '. . 

' This reciproca} inaSion» it vas believed, was 
occafioned^ i>r at leaft would foon be followed^ by 
a fufpenfion of hoftUnies upon the lower Rhine 
This belief was confinn^d by the Auftrian and 
French Generals having >t Neowied feveral con- 
ferences; the firft effcS of which w^s an agiree^ 
ment that neither party Jhould occi^i^ that place^ 
and that it fiiould be. confidered. as neutral [NoU 
ag.] Thefe. conferences being recced i» tke 
-months of November and December,, terminated in 
a more important agreement. The Aufiiian .Gene* 
ral Kray» and the Republican G^^eral Kleber; 
concluded, on the 6th c^ December, a fufpenfioii of 
hoftilities between die two armies on the JU>wer 
Rhine« The condidons were, that the Auftriana 
Ihould retire behind the Sieg, and the Frenchb^ 
bind the Wiipper ; that the latter Ihould evacuate 
the head of the bridge at Neuyied, carrying their 

cannon. 



( H5 } 

cannon, and leave only a {nquet guard of 25 men ; 
that the Auftrians wei^ to have a fimilar guard in 
the town, and that no poft fhould be occupied by 
a greater number of men; that upon the left 
bank of the Rhine, the river Nahe fhould be the 
line of feparation betwten the two armies; that 
upon giving ten days previous warning, they 
(hould mutually be at liberty to re-commence hof.- 
tilites, and to re-occupy the polls which they had held 
befc^re the fufpeniion. 

On the 10th, the Frencli withdrew their troops 
and their artillery from the head of the bridge at 
Neuwied, and on both fides the armies went into 
winter quarters. It therefore occafioned much 
furprife, when a proclamation of the Auftrian com- 
mander at Frankfort declared that he was ordered 
to contradifi the report of a fufpenfion of hoftiliues 
on the bwer Rhine ; that, fuch a meafure was 
diredly contrary to the Emperor's fentiments and 
intentions ; and that the latter movements of the 
troops on the lower Rhine had been owing to no- 
thing but the nature of the war in that countiy at 
that feafon of the. year. It was difficult to recon- 
cile this dilavowal of the armiftice with its real 
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execution. The contradiSion can * only be ex- 
plained by fuppofing that the Generals Kray and 
Kleber had tacitly concluded a convention fubjeft 
to the condition of its being ratified at Vienna and 
at Paris; and that it was to be carried into cfftGt 
provifionally. This fuppofition becomes the moil 
probable from the circumftance, that this fufpen* 
fion was not: officially publiflied by the two Ge. 
nerals who concluded it. By fome it was fuppofed 
that it had difpleafed the Archduke, but it is not 
tabe believed that General Kray would have ven- 
tured upon fucTi a meafure, without being previ- 
oufly authorifed to it by that Prince. Others ima- 
gined, and with more appearance of reafon, that 
the Archduke caufed the report of a fufpenfion of 
arms to be denied, and prevented its being officially 
publifhed, in order that his troops, which at that 
time were befieging Kehl with no lefs conftancy 
than hardfhip, might not envy the repofe enjoyed by 
the army on the lower Rhine. 

General Beurnonville who was fent back to the 
army of the north about the end of December, it 
was faidj at that time was deprived of the command 
of the army of Sambre and Meufe, as a punilbment 
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for having allowed it to. remain in a ftate of re- 
pofe, and for having confented to the fufpenfion 
of arms. It. was very ,iingular to fee this fufpenfion 
dilavowed by the higher powers on both fides, 
and yiCt carried ftriftly into execution. The 
faft is, that it refulted. lefs firom the wife of the 
parties than from the rigour of the fcafon, and 
the nature of the country which the refpeflive 
armies occupied. All the country upon the right 
bank of the Rhine from Mayence to Duffeldorf 
is exceedingly mountainous, much covered with 
forefts, and interfered by a great number of little 
rivers, or rather torrents which overflow the vallies 
during winter. There are very few roads, and 
thofe are almoft unpaffable during the bad feafon. 
When it arrives, an army has hardly the poffibility 
of aSing in fuch a country and therefore it was 
very natural for the Generals on both fides to wifli 
to fave their foldiers from unneceflary fatigues, 
and to agree upon a ftate of inaftion, to which 
they were in truth compelled by irrefiftable cir- 
cumftances. 

Whether the fufpenfion was really agreed to or 
not, its conditions were nev^rthelefs exaClly ob- 
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ferved. They gave equally repofe to both parties^ 
but were more advantageous to the French, fince 
they fecured to them the prefervation of the head of 
the bridge at Neuwied, in the pofleffion of which 
they were to be re-eftabliflied on the re-com 
mencement of hoftilides. Thus ended the cam 
paign upon the lower Rhine. I now proceed .to 
give an account of the fieges of Kehl and of the 
head of die bridge at Huningen. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Defcription of the fort and entrenched camp of KehU-^ 
Siege of that place — Its furrender by capitulation^-^ 
Siege of the head of the bridge at Huningen — Re- 
duSion of that place ^ and end of the campaign. 



J& the liege of Kehl attraded the attention of 
Europe for above two months, and was remarkable 
^for its length, and for the expence of blood and 
ireafure on both fides, before I give a detail of its 
progrefs, I fhall fay a few words on its local and 
military fituation. [^Note 30.] 

Xhis celebrated fort, fo often taken and retaken 
in the different wars between France and die Empire 
or the Houfe of Auftria, is fituated upon the right 
bank of the Rhine, oppofite to the town or rather 
to the Citadel of Strafbourg. Before the war, it 
communicated with it by a bridge built upon piles, 
and divided into two parts by an ifland. This 
bridge formed the principal communication between 
France and Germany ; it was broken down an both 

fides at the commencement of the wan 
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At this period the fortifications of Kehl, once 
the bulwark of Germany, were almoft entirely de- 
firoyed. Some time afterwards, in order to prevent 
the Imperialifts from re-inftating the works, die 
French bombarded the fort and even the town of 
Kehl, at the extremity of which it is iituated. This 
bombardment demolifhed almoft all the buildings 
that were within the circumference of the fort, as 
well as a great part of the town. This however 
did not prevent the Auftrians from throwing up 
fome works of earth, to fecure this point from a 
Coup it maifij and to be enabled to command with 
their fire the iflands which lay between the two 
banks. It was in this condidon that I found that 
fort at the end of the year 1795. 

The reader recolle&s die manner in which the 
French took this fort at the beginning of this cam* 
pai^. From the time that they got poffeflion of 
it, knowing its importance they haftened to fortify 
it, and ikillfully employed all the means of defence 
which its fituadon affords. To render this fort more 
diflBcult of attack and of approach, they covered it by 
an intrenched camp, the right of which was flanked 
by an elbow of the river, and by an ifland in it. 
Its left extended to the fortjtfelf. The front, which 

was 



( «5i ) 

vras a good deal more advanced than the wings, 
was covered by a ftrong dike, armed with redoubts, 
and provided with a good ditch. It concealed the 
intrenched camp, and thus fecured it from the fire 
of cannon. They increafed the difficulties of 
approach by cuts made in the Kintzig and the 
:Schutter, fmali rivers which fall into the Rhine 
near Kehl. 

' The retrograde march of Moreau, as well as the 
capture pf Kehl by General Petrarch, who (as already 
feen) loft it again on the fame day, made the French 
redouble their labour and exertions to compleat 
the ftate of defeijce of the fort, and of the in- 
trenched camp. They fupplied it with a numerous 
artillery, and to render the communication with 
Strafburg more ready and more fure, they con-p 
ftru&ed two bridges, one of boats and the other 
a flying one. 

. The fort of Kehl was in this formidable ftate of 
defence, when the Archduke determined to make 
himfelf mafter of it. This enterprife prefented 
great difficulties, required long labours and im< 
mence preparations. One fees by the detail which 
I have entered upon, that it was not an ordinary 
fiege ; that the bufinefs was lefs to take a fort than a 
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formidable camp; and that it was one anny that 
was befieg^ng anotlier. The time that was ncceflaiy 
to bring together . the troops, the workmen, th^ 
artillery, and the magaztncsy retarded the opening 
of the fiegc. More than' half the month of No-^ 
vemher was employed in making lines of circum^ 
vallation, as well as other works preparatory to 
opening the trenches. The Archduke, that he 
might be nearer to • fuperintend and to animate 
the labours of the fiege, took up his bead quarters 
at OflPenburg, about ten miles from Kehl. Mr. 
de la Tour, who commanded the befieging troops, 
took up his at Wildftedt, five miles diftant 
from the place which was ufelefsly fummoned on 
the 11th of November. 

In the night of die 21ft of the fame monthi the 
trenches were opened on the right bank of the 
Kintzig. It was not there however that the 
Auftrians propofed to make their principal £fforts. 
Their works ^on this point had no other objefi but 
to eftablifh a crofs fire againft the fort and the in- 
trenched camp, in order to favour the approach 
from the village of Kehl, and to cover the right 
flankof the real attack. In the fame night, (via:. 
the 21ft) General Moreau caufed the g^rrifon to 
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be teinforced jvith a ftrong corps of infantry drawn 
from Strafburg. On the fiad, at break of-dayi 
thefe troops^ Commanded by General Defaix, made 
ft vigorous forlie, attacked with fixed bayonets the 
left of the line of contravaHatlon, and got pofleffion 
in an fnftant of the village of Sundheim^ as weH as of 
three iredoubts of which they fpiked the cannons. 

Encouraged by fuch rapid fuccefs, the French 
mtacked the other redoubts of the firft line; and 
advanced it die fame time againft the fecond. 
They were fefs fortunate in this laft enterprife* 
Princ* Frederic of Orange, who was pofted witk a 
body c^ troops behind a dike, which joined the 
redoubts on the left of the firft and fecond line, 
l^fifted in this poftdc^ all the efibrts of the enemy. 
After an engagement as bloody As k was obfiinate, 
and in which this young prince gave the ftrongeft 
proofs of bravery an4 talents, he prevented the 
French from penetrating any further. They ex* 
perienced no lefs refifiance in their attack on the 
other redoobts of die firft line. Although fur- 
rounded and left to themfclves for feme time, they 
were defended with a courage equal to the fury of 
die affailants. In vain did the French grcnadidrs 
feveral dmes leap into the ditch, and endeavour to 
X fcalp 
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fcak the palifades and mount the parapet. Thejr 
vere conftantly repulfed, and filled the ditches with 
their dead. .^ 

The long defence made by thefe redoubts, and 
the firmnefs of the Prince of Orange, gave time to 
General La Tour to coUeft the corps of referve,, 
and to bring them into a£lion. He retook the 
village of Sundheim, and maintained himfelf there^ 
fiotwithftanding a frefh attempt made upon it by the 
French. The latter were foon after attackjed at the 
fame time by the Prince of Orange, and the Gene- 
rals La Tour and Stader, who diflodged thena from 
the redoubts which they had taken, and forced 
them at laft to retire within their own lines. 

This aftion, one of the bell difputed during 
the campaign, as well as one of the moft bloody, 
confidering the numbers that were engaged, and the 
Ipace in which it was fpught, coft the Auftrians 
1,300 men, and the French more than 2,000^ 
Four Generals of the latter were wounded, amongft 
whom was the Commander in Chief. On both 
fides prodigies of valour were performed. The 
Auftrian regiments of Stuart and Staray particularly 
diftinguilhed themfelves. The Prince of Orange 
gained very great credit; and the Archduke gave 
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ftefli proofs of talents, and of that cool courage, for 
which he is remstrkable^ A fortie fo vigoroufly 
made at the firft moment of operang the trenches, 
marked the importance which the French at- 
tached to the fort of Kehl, and Ihewed what 

» ■ 
facrifices they were difpofed to make to retain 

pofTeiBon of it. 

On the following days the Auftrians continued 
their labours, which the bad weather rendered flow 
and difficult. In order to interrupt them, the 
French made a frefh fortie in the night of the 27th, 
in which they were inftantly repulfed with lofs. 
In the night of the 28th the befiegers began their 
approaches on the right bank of the Schutter ; and 
joined theni to one part of the parallel already 
formed between that river and the Kintzig. From 
the 28th, the batteries of this firft parallel, as well as 
thofe of the redoubts which flanked it on the right 
and left, be^n to play on the French entrench- 
ments. 

On the 5th of December, the Archduke himfelf 
at the head of one battalion of grenadiers, took the 
moft advanced ^^cAe on tha right of the enemy. 
Advantage was taken of this to extend to this point 
the plarallel of the left, aH the batteries of which 
X 2 begsin 
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began to play the fame day, and the fire from* 
ivhich was encreafed on th^ tith by fome pe^ 
Wtteries erected on the fame point. 

The Auftrians were not fo fortunate in an attacl^ 
which they made on the iith on the (irfl line ofth^ 
advanced works which covered the right flank of th^ 
entrenched camp. They attacked it with bravery,, 
and carried it; but the French haying returned tp 
the charge with fuperior force, they drove back thqi 
Au((rians into theiir own entrenchments. ThQ 
latter renewed the attack the day following; ha4 
at firft the fame fucpefs, and in the (nd the fame 
difadyantage^ In the evening they made two morp 
attemptsi the ifiue of which wa)^ pfecifely the fsunc. 
They loft a great many mp^^ in thefe a^ionsi ^ 
^hich both (ides fliewed the gieateft obftinacy. The 
imlucky iifue of th^fe atiack% which &iled oply 
bpcaufe the beliegers could not maint^n them&lyei 
'in the works after they had carried them, on ac-. 
count of the terrible fire of grape-0iot and muf- 
qpetry to which they were eypofed, detenmned the 
Archduke to renounce fcnr the prefent all atiemps 
to cany them by fi^^ce, and to confine hipifelf ta 
the operal2(H)s c4'art:----The ap{»oaches were there* 
fore continued V ajid a fecond pi!^}^ was con* 

ftruaed. 
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jfkul^d) but with incriediblis labour. The thaif 
>!^hich happened at thi$< tioie having filled the 
freQchea^ widi water, and rendered almoft impraQi* 
fable the remoyai of ib^ he^vy aitillery from one 
pamllel tq the other. Thc^e obftaclea produced newr 
delays in thfi fonnation of the fiege, ^hich ha4 
been fuc<:eiBiveIy retarded by t^e cold, by fhow^ 
by rmmy and by di9 overflowing of the rivenp 
^ Kentzig; and Schutter* The enemy befides de^ 
fended eyety inch of ^und The befieged and 
^he troqi$ wineb guarded the trenches were fre^ 
guendy engsiged' in a3tone^ femetimes very warm ; 
which joined' to aii almoft incelfant cannonade and 
bombardment, coll the liyes of a* great numbep of 
mem Sti\\ more pe)ifiied frcon difeafes occafioned 
by th^ natture of the foil, and from the feafon^ 
From the(e the l^l|eger« fuSered (iiU more than the ^ 
befieged* The fosoaer as yrtW as the latter were 
confined within. tbeuF works, and without any pro* 
region from the^ feyerioes of the weathen ThQ 
Auftriaufr h^id no local mean& of 0annonadmg and^ 
bombarding the French, which the latter did not' 
equally po£^ againft their adverfaries. The* 
French- had befides^ the immenfe advantage of 
l>eiQg relieved and afl^ted at^ pleafure by troops 

di^awiv^ 
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4rawn from Sirafbourg, where 30^000 mea 
flight be eafily quartered. 

But neither the fatigues nor the dangers at* 
tending thefe operations fliook the conftancy of 
the Auftrian troops, nor the determination of the 
Archduke. He never ceafed during the whole 
courfe of this memorable fiege, to animate the 
men by his exhortations, to encourage them by 
his example*, ^nd to fupport them by the con^* 
dence with which he had infpired them. The 
fbldiers endured patiently thofe fufFerings which 
the Archduke fiiared with them; the Prince's laft 
triumphs were to them a certain pledge of the 
fuccefs of this enterprrfe. 

On the night of the 19th, the Auftrians made a 
fuccefsful attack on one of the advanced works of 
the fort. They carried an entrenchmentihrown up 
near the poft houfe of Keh), made 200 prtfonerS| 
and took 4 pieces of cannon and 2 howitzers. 

The fort, as well as the entrenched camp of 
Kehl, driving their principal means of refiftance 
from their communication with Strafbourg, the 
length of their defence neceffarily depended oa 
the prefervatit)n of the bridges. The French had 
neglefted nothing to ftrengthen and fecure thefe 
bridges from the effefis of bombs and of cannon. 

dif. 
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They bad diteded their conftruQion^ and ttie 
difpofitionof the entrenched camp accordingly; 
It was fo fituate-, that the Auftrians could not fire 
direftly againft the bridges, which were befides 
prqteded by batteries raifed in many iflands^ 
which the French had occupied fince their treaty. 
with the Margrave of Bade. 

The moft certain means then af expediting th^ 
tedu&ion of Kehl being to deftroy the bridges^ 
the Archduke would not omit any means to eStSk 
it. He caufed feveral ilrong fire fhips to he 
built in the river Kintzig, which being launched 
in the Rhine, and fent down the current, might 
break the bridges either by their weight or tbeii* 
cxplofion* 

On the 2 2d, at night, the Auftrians launched 
One of thefe fire fhips. To draw off the attention 
of the enemy, they redoubled the fire from the 
cannon and mortars, and at the fame time attack- 
ed the advanced piquets of the enemy. But the 
French, who had expe£ied that the be£eger» 
would make ufe of thefe fire fiiips, were prepared 
to prevent their effefts. They had conftruCled 
an ejlacadt above the bridges, which flopped, 
the machine. It was immediately feized by the 
French pontonniers, who had the good fortune 

to 
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to prevent the explofion by removing the maicfa. 
Other machines of a fimilar nature, launched a few 
days afterwai'ds, fliared the fame fate as the former* 
The AuftrianS fucceeded no better againft the 
enemies entrenchments; They Were repulfed feve« 
iral times, and Idl a great many men; but fiir ihort 
of 1500^ whiich was die number at which thd 
Fl^ch eftimated their lofs in this affair. 

T^t obftinacy with 1/trhich the French defended 
Aeir works rendered the acquifidon ctf them mort 
flow and bloody; but did not prevent the Auftrians 
from compledng die batteries of the fecond paralleli 
and from making the approaches of the third. Thefe 
Kaving at length been puihed to wkhin ^od pace^ 
of the outward works of the left, and of the right of 
Ae center of the entrenched camp, the Archduke 
determined to make the afiautc on tliefe t^o points. 
The Prince's aim, in wilhing to make himfelf 
fnafter of them, was to be enabled to draw a third 
parallel acrofs die enemy's cxitrenchmcnts from the 
Ktine to the Schutten 

The Archduke made in confequence the follow- 
ing diipofidon : four battalions under the condud 
of Prince Frederic of Orange, were to attack 
the right ; Major General Zopf, who had alfo 

four 
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four batt^ion^ uader hi^ cpmmancla Wi^i^ tQ 9^^mh 
the works on the left^ and QW in particular callf4 
the S^abiftn Redoubtp 

Thi^ pl^n ¥^a» parripcl info eKecmiqn aq the ift 
qf J^Iiuary in th? evening. The priqce of Orange 
advaneecj y^k]\ hl§ i^fusl intrepidity againft the 
energy's wprk^, * atfapfeed then? with fixed bayonetSi 
and carried tjiem, Jtfot fatjsfied with this firft 
fUccefs, he cpntjnjjed tQ pu(lj the French, took 
from th^m niany other WQTk^s af)cl purfped then) 
even into their amp. The }atter having rallied, 
and being reinforced by the cprps de referve, com- 
iTiandcd by Genenil l^ Cpurbe, made be^d in 
force agftinfl the Prince of Orange. TW? eircuniT 
fiance, joined to the extren^e cjarj^nefs of jbe night, 
as well as to the fort of ponfufion which it necetT^rjIy 
occafions, did not ^imf- of the Prince's maintaining 
himfelf in the ijioft ?,dy^ijced works which he had 
taken. He determined therefore to abandpn them, 
afi£r having fpiked 15 pieces of cannon which he 
could not bring fiway ; and tpok poft in the frgnt 
of tfie ftrft wKjrf^s which he had been ordered to 
i^jtt^ck:. In this pofitiqn he maintained bin)relf, 
i^otwithft^nding 4II the efforts of the epen^y; ^nd 

Y thus 
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thus covered the workmen, who were forming be- 
hind him the proje£led parallel. 

Whilft the Prince of Orange was thus getting 
pofleflion of the works, which flanked the right of 
the center of the entrenched eamp, thofe which 
flanked its left were attacked with the fame fuccefs 
by General Zopf The principal one was, as has 
been before obferved, the Suabian redoubt. This 
work^ iituated on the left flank of the dike which 
covered the entrenched camp, was of confiderable 
extent, having a ditch, demi-baftions, firong pali« 
fades, and a double row of trottps de louf. 

General Zopf attacked it gallantly ; and notwith^ 
Handing its formidable ftate of defence, drove the 
French from it, killed a great number of them, and 
purfued them into their entrenched camp. He then 
returned to poft himfelf before the redoubt he had 
taken; and began a briik cannonade with the &me 
pieces of artillery which he had feized from the 
enemy. In the mean time the workmen completed 
the communication of this redoubt with the head of 
the fap directed againft it, and united it by a parallel 
with the village of KehL The fucceffes of the 
Prince of Orange and of General Zopf againft the 

right 
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right and left of the dike having forced the French 
to abandon it, the Auftrians immediately raifed 
a banquette on its fcarp, to be enabled to lodge 
themfelves under cover. 

At break of day, the bcfiegers perceived that 
many points of which they had got pofleifion were 
enfiladed by the batteries of the enfrenched camp. 
It was however of fo much importance to preferve 
them, that they maintained themtelves there in fpite 
of the tremendous fire to which they were expofed. 
They joined thefe works, by a parallel, to ihofe 
which had been taken by the Prince of Orange. 
The aflions of which I have juft given an account 
were very bloody. The French eftimated the lofs 
of the Auftrians at 2,000 men, and their own at 
fcarcely the half of that number. I have reafon to 
believe that it was precifely tfie reverfe. 

The capture of the Suabian redoubt and of the 
dike deprived the French of a fafe communication 
between the right and the left wing of the entrenched 
camp : but as this was very near (as I have already 
obferved) to the fort of Kehl, it was very much 
proteded by its fire. This drcumftance forced the 
.befiegers to fufpend the attack on the iwo wings, 
till they had eftabliflied fome batteries, which might 
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batter two confiderablc wofks, raffed behind the 
tight of the centWj break their palifades, artd fil^nce 
their artillery. 

Thefe batteries were finifhed and ready to play 
on the morning of the 6th of January. The ArcbdVike 
had determined that an afiauU ihould be made OA 
the above-mention^ works on the faitie day; but 
fortunately he was not obliged to have recourfe to 
this deftruQive meafure. The French, feeing that if 
they were forced in this poiht, they ihould have no 
tneaiis of fafety but in crofBng the Rhine oA a flying 
bridge, did not think it prudent to reAiaiii any 
Ibnger irt this perilous filuation. They evacuated 
therefore all Ac wbrks of the right wing in the niglH 
of the 5th. 

This tetreat having c6Afidei-aMy din^imfhed th^ 
enemy's front, the operations frofn that iknt became 
taore direft and moi^ c6!tcentrated. The befiegcrs 
fcmhd themfelves ft) circumftanced as to be able td 
phy on the bridges; zM they conftruQed batteries 
to deftroy tlleA*. The Archduke, impatient td 
terminate a fiege 'fo tedious, fo,exper^ive,.aaid fb 
fiitiguirtg for the tro6J)s, was unwilling to k>fe a 
moitient in taking from the French the entrench* 
ments which they were flill in pofieffion of. 1^ 
. ' ^ the 



( i65 ) 

the night of the 6th he ordercd the Mk wing 6f tbd 
entrenched c^mp to be ftt^rmed. The Auftrian« 
were completely fuc<tcfsful, and drove the French 
from their camp into the fort But this happened 
at the moment when the French were relieving their 
iroops on fcrvice* The guards that were relieved and 
relieving united on the glacis of the fort» and re- 
turned to the charge again(l the Au<trai^. The 
combait was extreitiely obftihate. Notwithftanding 
the favouAle cii^utnftlnte which had doubled 
their forces, the French were not able to recover 
their entt-enched campj and wefe forced to retreat 
int& the covered-way of the fort. The befiegeri 
teiftened to lodge thaihfelvei in the works whkh 
they had taken, and joined thehi by a |>arallel to 
the head of the town of Kehl, 

The French having thus fttceeflively loft the 
fmitterous and formidable Works which fupported 
the fort of Kdil, could Ao toftger htjpe to pteft?ve 
it. They were on the fdihi of bfiftg tlieir com- 
municadon with Strifbufg, except by boats, as their 
bridges could not fail of being fho^tly deftroyed by 
the batteries raifed againft thefn. Th^y therefore 
came to a deterthination to tfapitnlate. Genera! 
Defaix had a conference with the Archduke on 

the 
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the 9th. and fettled with him a capitulation; in 
confequence of -which the French abandoned 
the fort of Kehl the day following^ and with- 
drew entirely beyond the river, taking with them 
their arms, their baggage and artillery. 

Thus, after the trenches had been open feven 
weeks, the ImperiaHils recovered pofleflion of an 
important poft, which had been taken from them 
in a few hours. Hiftory will certainly record 
this fiege of Kehl as one of the mod remarkable 
events of this war. The French made a very 
brilliant defence, which did great honour to their 
engineer officers, who on this occafion gave a 
frelh proof of their fuperiority, already known, 
over thofe of other nations. If one may be per- 
mitted to fay, that the Auftrians did not (hew fo 
great talents for attack, as the French did for 
defence, it is but juft to recoiled theobftacles of 
every defc rip tion which they had to overcome, 
and the immenfe works which they wre obliged 
to make, nctwithftanding the froft, the fnow^ 
the rainsi and the thaws. The conftancy aqd 
the determination with which they fupported the 
dangers, the fatigues and the tedioufqefs of the 
fiege, are above all praife. The Archduke dif- 

covercd 
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covered throughout, that firmncfs, that refotu- 
tion, and military obftinacy, which almoft always 
in the end procures fuccefs; and which fo often 
gave it to the great Frederic. 

This fiege coft on both fides, immenfe futnS) 
and what is more to be regretted, the lives of a* 
vaft numberof men. The lofs of the Auftrians 
has generally been eftimated at 10,000 men; and 
this calculation, though exaggerated, is not very 
far from the truth. 

This fevere lofs of men was the more felt by 
the Auftrians, inafmuch as it fell principally oit 
the flower of their infantry. The lofs of the 
French was little lefs, and chiefly affefted alfo 
their beft troops. ' Whatever importance they 
attached to the poflefEon of the fort of Kehl, the 
obftinacy with which they defended it proceeded 
lefs from the hope of preferving it, than from 
that of weakening for the reft of the campaign, 
the viftorious Army of the Archduke, and of 
preventing that Prince from undertaking any 
other enterprife beyond the Rhine, or from go- 
ing to feek new triumphs in Italy. 

It was from the fame motives, and alfo to pre- 
vent the Auftrians from uniting all their forces 

againft 
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atainft KehU that the French perfifted in niain- 
taining th^mfclves in the U^e dcpont gt Huningcn. 
They ha4 conftrvfted it vhile their armies wcfc 
ftill in Germany, It was fupported and flanked 
by a confiderable horn^work, raifed on an ifland 
pf the Rhine, called Shutter Infel. It wa^ be^ 
(ides, as well as this horn -work, prote6le4 by the 
fire of the fortrefs pf Huningen, and hy that pf 
many batteries ere£led on the left hank pf the 
Rhine. [Note 36.] 

After Moreau had rppaCfed the Rhine, at the 
end pf O^pber, th? Arehduke left a body of 
troopj to blpckade the Ut^ d^pontof Huningen^ 
It vras invefted early in November, by the 
Prince of Furftenbcjrg, who commanded the left 
wing of the Imperial Army. That Prince c?iufe4 
the newflary works tp be raifed to fuppprt thp 
iuveftinent, and mounted fpme batteries on the 
pointp which eommanded the head of the bridge* 
M h was neither fo well fortified or fo advan* 
tageoufly fituated as that of Kcblj k was ool 
fupppfed that it woyld make folong a refiftance, 
and that the French woyld, for the fake of de* 
fending Uf «-^pofe the town of Huningen tode- 
ftruftion. Hpwever, whethw tbey determined to 

engage 
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engage on this point the attention of a part of the 
Auftrian force, or whether the latter, relying too 
much on the advantages they poffeffed ag^inft this 
place had not employed fufficient means to reduce 
it, its defence v^as protrafted to a much longer time 
than had been expeSed. 

The Auftrians, after having in vain fummoned 
t!he French to evacuate the tete de pont, began to 
cannonade and bombard it, as well as the Shutter 
Infel and the towti of Huningen. From the com- 
manding fituation of their batteries, and the. ju- 
dicious direftion of their fire, they were enabled 
to break the bridge which joins the two banks. 
This fuccefs infulating the tete de porU^ mad^ it 
liable to fell very foon into the hands of the Auf- 
trians; but in fpite of the continued fire of th6 
latter, the Ffench contrived to repan* the bridge 
and re-eftablifh the communication between the 
iiland, the town, and the tete de pont of Huningen. 

The Prince of Furftemberg, difappointed in the 
hope that the reduftion of the place muft follow 
the breaking of the bridge, determined to attempt 
to take it by force. On the 30th of November, 
he otdered an aflault on the enemy's entrenchments. 
His troops got poffeffion of the half moon of thi 
Z horn- 
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horn-work ; but the French having been rc-inforced, 
re- took it after a blo9dy engagement. It coft the 
Auftrians 800 men, and not fewer to the French. 
They loft amongft others General Abbatucci, to 
whom they owed the fuccefs of this day. ^NoU 32.J 
After this fruitlefs attempt, the Prince of Furftem- 
berg judging with reafon that the fate of die tete dcpont 
at Huningen depended on the iffue of the fiege of 
Kehl, and that the reduftion of the latter place 
muft draw after it that of the former, contented 
himfelf with cannonading and bombarding it. His 
batteries feveral times fet fire to the town of Hu- 
ningen, fome part of which was burnt, and which 
was abandoned by almoft all its inhabitants. In 
order to deftroy the works of the Auftrians, and 
to interrupt their workmen, the French made many 
forties, in which they had generally the difadyan- 
tage. Some of the aftions occafioned by thefe 
forties, took place on the territory of Bafle, which* 
almoft touched (if one may fay foj the tete dc 
font. From this vicinity, it was very difficult for 
the Imperialifts or the French to refrain, during 
an aSion, from feizing thofe advantages on the 
territory of Bafle, which it might prefent to them ; 
and it wis not eafy for the Swifs to prevent it. 

The 
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The French already diffatisfied by the arming of the 
Swifs in the canton of Schaffhaufen during the 
retreat of Moreau, complained that they had fuf- 
fered their territory to be violated by the Auftrians. 
Barthelemy, the envoy of the Republic, made 
fome bitter reprefen^^aons on this fubjeft to the 
i deputies of the cantons afTembled at Bafle. The 
latter, frightened ^by his menaces, haftened to pey 
attention to his complaints; and broke two officers 
of Bafle, who were accufed of collulion with the 
Imperialifts, or at lead with not having taken care 
that the neutrality of the Swifs territory fliould be 
refpefted. This feverity fcarcely fetisfied the 
French, and difpofed the Imperialifts to com- 
plain in their turn. The Archduke and Prince 
of FUrftenberg ordered lively remonftrances to 
be made to the cantons, and formally called upon 
them to fecure the inviolability of their territory. 
Thefe refpeflive applications only J)roduced the 
effeft of throwing the cantons into great embar . 
raflPments; but did not prevent either of the parties 
from entering the Swifs territory, whenever it was 
convenient to them, with a view either to attack or 
(JefencCf 
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The month of December pafled without being 
m^jirkedby apy thing important ; the Auftrians con* 
tenting themfelves with finifeing their aj^roache^ 
regularly, without making any attack by force. 
Immediately after the reduftion of Kehl, the 
Archduke fent to the Prince of Furflenberg- the 
heavy artillery wliich he had made ufe of at the 
fiege of that place. Its arrival enabled the Princii 
to attack with fufBcient vigour the Ute depont ancj 
the works which defended it. The French finding 
themfelves a good deal ftraitened, and unable tp 
make any long refiftance, determined to abandon 
the right bank of the Rhine, on which it was no 
great objcft to them to remain after 4be fall of 
Kehl. They capituladed on the ad of February, 
^nd on the 5tb, re-crpfled the Rhine with their 
arms and baggage. On the fame day the Auftrians 
took pofTeffion of the tete de font^ as well as, of 
di^ Shufter Infel. It was fpecified in the capitu- 
lation, that the Imperialifts fliould not fire on the 
town of Huningen, and that on the other hand 
the French fliould not fire from the town on the 
Auftrian ppfts^ oppofiie to it. Th^y agreed in 
general, that things fliould be replaced on t,he right 
bank of the Rhine in the fame condition as they 

had 
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had been before the palTage of that river by tbc 
. French. . 

The reduQion of the tete &e font of Huningen, 
put an end to the campaign in Germany. I think 
it right to clofe the recital of it with fome reflec- 
tions and general obfervations, which may enable 
the reader to form a judgement on this campaign. 
This fliall be the fubjeft of the laft chapter. 
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JL . HE plan adopted by the French in the camt 
paign which I have been defcribing in the preceding 
chapters, was in every refpeft fimilar to that, from 
which they had two years before reap^ fuch im- 
portant fuccefs. This plan, which was praSicable 
only with a great fuperiority of force, confifted 
during each of thefe campaigns in making the 
greateft efforts againft the right and left wing of the 
enemy, with a view to outflank their center, and 
to reduce them to the n^ceffity of abandonii^, or 
- , of 
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bf fuffering it to be furrounded. As the French 
had in the year, 1794 employed the greater part of 
their forces upon the Sambre, and in Weft Flanders, 
to induce the allies to quit the center, in which 
poiflt they were ftrong, and to draw them to their 
wings, where they where weak ; fo having formed 
in 1796 the refolution to invade Germany, they 
made no attempt to attack in front the towns of 
Manheim and Mayence, but proceeded to effeft 
a paffage over the Rhine at a diftance from thofe 
places ; and inftead of comfuming their time, and 
wafting their ftrength in the fiege of them, advanced 
rapidly into Suabia and Weftphalia. They wiflied 
to become mafters of Ehrebreitftein, Mayence, 
Manheim, and Phillipfbourg, by the fame method 
by which they had recovered in the year 1794 the 
the towns of Valenciennes, Conde, Landrecies, and 
Quefnoy, and to gain, by a fingle manoeuvre, that 
which would in former times have been the refult 
of two or three fuccefsful campaigns. 

Every perfon, who may have taken the pains to 
com]f)are the prefent war with thofe which have 
taken place for a century paft, mull have remarked, 
that the French have by no means confined them- 
felf to the ancient courfe of military operations, 

and 



and that they have added a' fyftem of taflics, more 
vaft in its obje£l and in its means. , The revolution 
which has changed every thing amongft the Prench, 
has influenced the compofition and the fpirit of 
their armies, as well as the conceptions of thofe 
perfons, who have been charged with the direflion 
of them. The refult has been a new military 
fyftem formed on a calculation of the relative ftate 
of Europe and of France: a fyftem, engendered by 
the fpirit of conqueft, diverted folely to that end, 
and intended to make the fuperiority pf numbers 
ultimately triumphant. It would require a feparate 
treatife, to unfold completely this fyftem, and to 
fliew in what refpeSs it departs from thofe princi- 
ples, which have hitherto been looked upon as fun- 
datnentals in the theory of war. [Note 33.] The 
limits of the prefent Work confines its author to the 
pointing out the moft ftriking application, which 
the French have made of this fyftem, by forbearing 
to undertake any fiege, and by venturing to leave 
fortified places at great diftance behind them. They 
forefaw, that by carrying the war to a diftance from 
thofe towns, they fliould by force detach their 
enemies from them; and judged, that if they could 
obtain, and keeppoffefSon of the countries fituated 
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beyond thefc foptrefles, they waukt in the end feiW 
kito their hands perfeSly iHidamaged, and wilhemt 
having coft them either blood or money. They 
pix)pofed to acquire the fortified places by making 
Acmfelves maftcrs of the furrounding couhtries ; as 
fcrmcrly thefe countries were f(^cured by gettii^g 
po&ffion of the fortified places. Thefe had hkherto 
been the means of conqueft ; they now meant to 
make them its refuU. This method by which the 
French acquired fo great a number of fortified 
towns in 1794^ met not with the fame fuccefs it> 
1 796 ; but their failure did not arife from the teong 
places, which they left behind them; and as thefe 
bad not impeded the progrcfs of Jourdan, neithef 
were they the caufes of his firft difafters. If that 
General had beenvifiborious at Amberg, or at Wurtz- 
bourg, the fortrefles of Ehrebreitftein^ Mayence^ 
Manhektt, and PIrillipibourg would no doubt- h^\^ 
ultimately fallen, a^ Luxembourg did in 1795. 

The elements of the Auftrian army having under- 
gone no alterations, and its diftinflive qualities 
being the ftabilitiy of forms, and the uniformity of 
organization, the regulators ©Fit have made nio 
change in their theory, nor its Generab in Aeif 
praftice. By perfifting in thefe two re^)c€ls in 

their 
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their ahcient military fyftcm, whilft their enemies 
adopted bnt more advantageous, they no doubt 
contributed much to the fiiccefi of the French.. 
tbnc might be inclined eVen to look utK)n this as the 
j)rincipal caufe of it, if that were not fufficiently 
dBfcovered in tihe Idofe texture of the coalition, in 
the treichety of fome of its members, in the tvcak- 
fiefs of the Germanic confederation, ^Note 34.] in 
the femp^or's pecuniary embarraJBTments, and in 
the obflacles ind difadvantages oJP eveiy kind, 
againii which he has, Been conftantly obliged to 
firuggle. iliefe confiderations lead us rather to 
praife than tb depreciate the Auftrian army ; and 
when We refleEt that it Was die firft, and that it is 
now the laft to bear the weight of this war, when 
we recall to our recoUeftlon all that it l»s loft in 
men, and in territory^ we are induced to admire its 
perfeverancc, and to be fatisfied that without it^ 
fdid Cdmpofition and unfliaken conftancy, the whole 
continent of Europe perhaps might by this time have 
been compelled to fubmit to the arms, or the prin- 
ciples of the French. It muft be at- leaft ad- 
tnitted that the Auftrian army is the ftrongeft barrier 
which has been ©ppofed, to the torrent of the Re- 
A a publican 
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publican tirodps, and that it has alone refcued Ger^ 
many during the year 1 7 gi6. 

No perfdn has contributed more to the falvation 
of that vaft country; no perfon has ftronger claims 
to the gratitude of its inhabitants, and to the admira- 
tion of pofterity, than the Archduke Charles, 
Obliged for a long time to ftruggle with an inferior 
force againft an enemy brave, ably conduded^ and 
emboldened with vidory, he has been deficient in 
no one of thofe qualities, which the exigence of his 
£tuation and circumftances peculiarly demanded. 
He has Ibewn himfelf courageous, fkilful, patient. 
He has fruArated the hopes of France, and fur- 
pafled thofe of Germany. 

This prince found himfelf at the opening of the 
campaign at the head of a formidable army, though 
' one lefs numerous than that of his enemies. He might 
then flatter himfelf that he ihould make amends for 
this inequality of means by a fuperiority of talents 
and aftivity. He had then no doubt formed fome 
projeft for the advancement of his brother's intereft, 
and the promotion of his own glory. At the mo- 
ment when he was on the point of putting them into 
execution^ 30,000 of his beft troops were taken from 

him 
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him and fent into Italy. The Archduke made no 
complaint of the great reduQion, which his army 
by this means experienced, and ftill lefs did he 
think of endeavouring to prevent the meafure by 
his credit and his natural influence with the Em- 
peror. Finding himfelf incapable of undertaking 
any ofFenfive enterprize, and reduced to the ne- 
ceflity even of a defenfive fyftem extremely diffi- 
cult to maintain, this yo\^ng Prince (hewed neither 
difguft nor defpondency. He exerted himfelf to 
competifate the lofs of thofe troops which had beeq 
taken from him, by making the beft ufe of thofe 
which remained with him. He went to feek for 
viftory on the banks of the Lahn and the Sieg; and 
when an invafion, the fuccefs of which the French 
had hoped for, only by effefiing it at a diftance 
from that Prince, opened to them Germany, and 
allowed them to difplay in that country their nu- 
merous battalions, the Archduke ccafed not for 
an inftant to oppofe to them a firm and methodi- 
cal refiftance. He always could difcern when it 
was proper to engage or avoid an aflion and diftin- 
guifh thofe pofts of which it was expedient to dif- 
pute every inch with obftinacy, from thofe whofe 
importance would not have repaid the value of his 
A a 2 foldiers 
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fpldiers blood. He efiFe6le4 bis retreat, lQ£|ng m 
little ground) and gaining as much time as poffible* 

As Toon as bis approach to the hereditsgry domi. 
nionshad fufficiendy increafed his force^ and in 
the fame proportion dimfaiiihed that of the French, 
he then began to entertain the confident hope of 
delivering Germany, h^ then executed widi refo- 
lution plans formed with wifdom. He difplayed 
againft Jourdan the courage and enterprizing fpiri^ 
of his charafier, which had been long fettered by 
a defenfive fyftem. He defeated that General^ 
purfued him without refpite^ outstripped hin^ by 
^lis celerity, circumvented him by his manoeuvresj^ 
and compelled him to fly b.eyond the Rhine. 

Having accompliflied the defeat of one of the 
llepubUcan armies, he haftened to dire£l againft 
the other hi^ fortune and his talents. He fixed 
the former and gave new fplendor to the latter. 
He baffled by fuperior ability th^ General pppofcd 
to him, rendered ufelefs the courage of his fol- 
diers, and relieved Qermany from their prefence. 
In two months the Archduke paffed from the fron* 
tiers of Bohemia to the walls of Duffeldorf, from 
that town to Bafle, and from Bafle to QfFembourg, 
always fighung and always victorious. Not fatisfied 

with 



with bluing lb h^ hhlyti^ he rdfolveci that tht eia^ 
pfthe i^silipaign tbduld afbrd a^complete reparibtioi^ 
forthecyiftersirf its cortunencement, and allowed 
ip recite to Ms tmxmt$.i^ till he had v^refl^d from, 
tbetn the only remtdns of their firft triutnphs. 
Scarce hi4 h^. QcocMD^liihed thi^i when inftead of 
^ndulgfaig a weU^mjerited repofci he liftened onljr 
(o the intcrefts of his coiaitryi and not hefitating 
to change the pomm^nd of a vidprious army for 
that of another whi<;h*^new nothistg of war but <ie« 
feats, be fi^wto meet new dangers in Italy* 

The Archduke no doubt as well as every other 
Jfrinpe, who at his time of life has had the com« 
mand of l^e armies^ has of courfe liftened to the 
counfels of experience> It is well kno^n that 
he has profited by thofe of LieuL Central Belle- 
garde, [NQte, 35.] and of the Colonel of the 
ftaff Schmidt. To the talents of thefc two oflkersi 
and more particularly of the former, we moll rea- 
dily pay due homage. They are no doubt worthy 
of that confidence, which the Emperor and the 
Archduke have repofcti in them. They deferve 
praife for having made fo good ai^ ufe of that con- 
fidence, and are entitled to the grateful acknow- 
ledgements of Cermany. They have probably 

con- 
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contij-ibuted much to the ' ArdHddke's fuccefs, and 
by their experience have fupplied his deficiency 
in that refpeft. But the qualities which that 
Prince may moft juftly claim as perfonally his own, 
are his great courage equalled only by his modefly ; 
his coolnefs, and quicknefs of perception in the heat 
of battle; that energy which makes him forget the 
Weaknefs of bis conftitution, and to fupport the 
greateft fatigues ; and finally that impartial juftiee 
with which he rewards with one hand and punifbes 
\vith the other. He has found the means to give 
to his Generals, and to the officers of his army, an 
aflivity before unknown to them, and to which 
may be attributed the latter fucceflfes of the Auf- 
trian Army. He has re-animated difcipline, not 
by increafing its feverity, but by infpiring every 
one with the love of their duty, ^hc defire of praife, 
and the fear of reprehenfion, \^Noti 36.] He has 
found the means of compelling the Generals of 
his army to fliew more zeal and more obedience in 
executing Mr. de Bellgarde's plans, than the Em- 
peror was able to obtain from them in 1794 in 
favour of the celebrated General Mack, He knew 
how to raife his authority above the abufes, the 
pretentions, and the intrigues, which befiege the 
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head quarters of an army no lefs than a court, and. 
to force every particular intereft- to aft in unifort 
vith the intereft of the whole. Thefe are th* quali- 
ties and the fafls which charaflerife the Archdukd 
Charles, and of which hiftory will not he' unmindful. 
The conduft orthis Prince^. at bhce prudent and 
fplendid, has beyond contradiftion had a greater 
influence than any other circumftance on the iflue 
of this campaign* ' 

That ifTuc ' replaced ' .th6 oppofisd armies in 
nearly the fame .ppfition, which they occupied be^ 
fore the rupture of the armiftice. The flight 
changes which refultcd- finally from the campaign^ 
were in favour of the French^ They acquired 
a tete de pont at Neuwied, as well as a part 
of the palatinate, and of the Hundfruck. In the 
courfe of this work it has been pointed out how 
little military importance thefe latter countries pof- 
fefs. The acquifition of the tete de font at Neu- 
wied, was a more fubftantial advantage, but con- 
fiderably diminiflaed by the vicinity of the fortreft 
of Ehrebreitftein- [Note 37.] 

It is evident that few campaigns have produced 
a more infignificant refult than that of 1^96, at 
leaft as far as refpcQs the gain or 1qI§ of tejritory, 
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"wliilft perhaps there have been ticne, which in Ae 
beginning feemed Kkely to produce a more im;poitami 
one. However, though it has not bben temarkab)6 
iTor great battles, and hal^ produced no dedtive altd** 
ation in the fituation of the beHigereBt ^wer^ 
St wiB not the fefs occu'py the page ot Hiftory. 
^he intcreft wWch it will infpire wiH arife left 
^Bxxn the confeqiiences^ by whrck it Ivas a(€hidUy 
followed, than from thofe which there was at one 
tiifne reafon to s^rehend. The Archduke will 
Ibe praifed leTs for wfaa^t he did^ than for what he 
liind^red the Fxaich Irom tloiog; and not fo mucii 
for what be gained^ ats. fo3r what he preferved 
the movenaents of the adverfe armies dtti ing thks 
campaigii will ftirnilh uieful IdTonis to the fokHei^ 
iand a copious fuiid of tt&^ioci to the fiatefmai). 

til refle£ling On iht trifling aUeraddn produced 
la the relative fi»iati<» cf the French and Au& 
lrian«, by four months^ of battles atid unlitaty vi- 
tilBtttdes^ it is impoffiUe not to fislel a Kvety regret 
tiiat fo mamy thou&itd inen fiumld have been fa« 
trrficed to the a<:quifiticHi of fcnne entrenchment^ 
iand rf foHie fquare leagues of terrieory. It is 
tefier ^ deplore the fete of thefe vidkivs of wa% 
Chan to detemrnie their number with precifioiu 
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The researches and calculations vbkh he has 
m^e allow the auibor Deverthelefs to offer on 
this point a probable efiitnate. He ha5 gQod r^r 
fon to believe that the lofs of the AuftriaTis in 
this campaign in Germany, has been between 
25,000 a«d 30,000 men, and that 0/ the Fnench 
about 40,000. The di&fters experienced by 
Jaardan have been the priiicjpal caufe why the 
lofs of the latter has fo far exceeded that of the 
former. It was otherwife, during the reft of 
the campaign, on each fide nearly balanced. 

The French, as it has beea obferved indie 
b^niaiog of thi^ work, had a double obje^ in 
the invafioa of Germany* The firft was to pe- 
netrate to the heart of l&e £imperor'« Dominions^ 
^Nctc 43.] and the fecond to maintain their army 
9t the expcnce of that Prince, and of the dif- 
fiereotilates of the empire. They failed in the 
firft of thefe objeSs, but completely accpmpliJhed 
the fecond, during the four mojoths^ which they 
paffed beyond the Rhiiie. They reaped great 
advantages from the dread, which their fuccefs 
and their political defigns had diffufed through 
all the ftates and courts of the fecond order in 
Germany. The greater part of thefe haftened 
B b with 
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with eagernefs to purcliafe, at a high price, the 
j)enniffion of being no longer enemies of the 
French. The latter drew immenfe fums from 
the Armiftices which they granted, as well as 
from the contributions which they impofed on 
the hoftile countries. Their rapid expuliicHi 
from Germany prevented them from being paid 
the whole of what was due, but a very great part 
they aftually received ; and during four months 
the armies of Jourdan and Moreau coft nothing 
to the French Republic. 

But as much as the latter gained in money, and 
in military ftores in Germany, flie loft in her in- 
fluence and afcendant over the minds of the in* 
habitants. A great number of thefe, and princi* 
pally in the Imperial towns, had been the dupes 
of thofe profeflions of political and moral faith, 
which the French had diflFufed through Eujrope. 
Seduced by thefe philofophical abftraaions,ftran- 
gers could not be brought to believe that their 
praftical refult was not equally admirable. They 
were ftill under this infatuation, when the French 
themfelves were no longer pofleffed with it. The 
former were impofed on by a brilliant theory. 
The latter had been undeceived by a criiel 
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experience. The firft viewed the revolution 
through a diftant perfpeSive, which occafioned 
its defeds to vanifli ; the fecphd had feeri it clofe 
in all its natural deformity. Like the fabulous 
lance which healed the wounds it had infli3ed| 
the French were deftined to cure thofe evils which 
ihemfelves had caufed. Their anions could not 
fail to dcftroy the effeft of their writings ; and it 
required only to know thetn, to be no longer 
tempted to an imitation of their fyftem. The in- 
habitants of the Netherlands and of Holland had 
already owed their cbnverfion to the prefence of 
the French. It produced the fame efFeft in 
Germany. : Their military manifefto proclaim- 
ed war to the cajlk^ and peace to the cottage; it 
was only in the firft point that they kept their 
word. They had promifed the greatqft refpeft 
for property, and they fported with its rights. 
They had announced that happinefs and liberty 
would follow their footfteps ; and wherever they 
were dire&ed, they were marked by every ex* 
cefs of military defpotifm. This trial was not 
thrown away on the good fenfe of Germany ; 
and the national habits foon prevailed over the 
French metaphyfics. The philofophers, and li- 
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terary men af Germany began to compare more 
clofely the principles with their confeqiacnces ; 
and as to the people^ they abandoned themfelves 
lat once to the fentiment naturally arifing from 
their new fituation^ Their refentm«nt broke out 
and was exercirTed, as foon as they had opportiu 
nity and power. The veigcance, to which the 
inhabitants of Weftphalia^ Fraaconia^ and Sua- 
bia, gave themfelves up agaibfli the French, and 
the terrible reprifals of the latter^ have made 
tliefe to be more and moie deteAed in the coun* 
tries they have conquered. It may be reafon* 
ably believed that were they agaih to attempt to 
penetrate them, they would find an enemy in 
every inhabitant. 

All that the French have loft ia Germany, up- 
on the fcore of opinion, the Auftrians have gai»- 
jcd. If they at firft met with difafters, they 
ipeedily repaired them by brilliant fuccefs. If 
they trav^rfed Germany by a retrograde march, 
they have fince overrun it as conquerors ; and 
it is always the laft vi£lory which reckons with 
the people : it is that which leaves the prevailing 
fentiment. 

The 
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The Archduke Charles has perfonally ac- 
quired a great weight of opinion in Germany. 
He has been the deliverer of that country ; he 
IS become its idol. One half of its Inhabitants 
have been witnefs to his exploits : they have at- 
tached themfelves to his perfon, from admira- 
tion ; and to his caufe, from the facrifices which 
Ithey have themfelves made for it. Thefe dif- 
pofitions, and thefe fentiments will, one day per* 
haps be ufeful to the houfe of Auftria. 



End of the Campaign ^1796, in Germany. 
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Note 1. Page6* 

X. HE £le6lor of Brandenburg and the Dukje de Bour* 
nonvil I e penetrated into upper Alface in 1674, and e&a* 
blilhed themfelves there in winter quarters. M. de 
Turenne, who they^ imagined was at a great diflance 
from them, fecretly pafled the Vofges and came unawares 
upon the quarters of the Imperial army. After having 
taken fome of them, he marched rapidly to Colmar, 
where the Eleftor a^nd the Duke were {latloned. He 
attacked them on the ^th of January, defeated them, and 
obliged them to return in diforder to Strafburg, where 
they repaffed the Rhine. Thus in a few days M. do 
Turenne, v^hofe forces did not amount to 30,000 men, 
drove from Alface 60,000, who had imagined themfelves 
to be fecure. Thefe events were without doubt to be 
attributed as much to the pofition which the Imperialifts 
occupied, and which lay between the mountains of the 
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Fojges and the Rhine, as to the fuperior talents of M. 
dcfTurennc. This pofition would be at this time more 
dangerous, Strafburg belonging at prefent to France. 
It is in the memory of every one^ tliat at the end 6f 1793 
Marflial de Wurmfer was not more fortunate in lower 
Alface, and that after having refilled forty -two fucceflive 
attacks, be was obliged to yield to the French, and was 
under the ncceffity of fepaffmg the Rhine. 

NoU 2* Page 11. 

This General had fcrved in the French army firft as a 
private, and afterwards as a Serjeant, before the revohiti-» 
on. When that took place, he followed the bufincfs of a 
Fencing Mafter, and his wife that of a Milliner. He was 
then appointed an officer of the National Guard, went to 
the frontiers when the war broke out, and was advanced 
gradually to the command of an array. It was he, who 
commanded the French at the "battle of Maubeugc, in the 
month of Gflober 1793. It is known that the Prince 
of Cobourg and General Jourdan both believed that they 
had been defeated, and bbth retreated at the fame time. 
We may alfo recollecl that Jourdan, quickly informed 
of the retreat of his enemies, returned to his former po- 
rtion, and re-took 40 pieces of cannon which he had 
left'in a wood". Although he repaired his miftake, Roberf- 
picrre did not forgive him. It coft him for fome time 
the lots of his command. Few of the Republican Ge. 

nerals have been fo often defeated as he has been. 
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NoU^. PageUp. 

• It is in this Imperial dity that the iovereigm chamber 
cf the Empire is held. 

Note 4. Page 18. 

This General was in 1789 the firil of the clerks of the 
parliament at Rennes, in wbiqj;i his father exercifed the 
fun£tions of an advocate. Moreau was na^ied in the 
beginning of the Revolution, Chief of the National 
Guard of Rennes. The war being declared, he was 
fent with the national volunteers of Brittany to the army 
9/ la Fayette ; lie there difiinguifiied himfelf on many 
occafions, and obtained very foon the rank of a General 
Officer.^ In 1794 he took the Fortrefs of TEclufeon the 
fame day that his father was guillotined in France. This 
circumftance concurred with his charafter, naturally ho- 
neft, to infpire him with horror for the Jacobins, whofe 
principles he never adopted. 

Note 5. Page 20. 

A few days before they refumed hoftilities, an Auf- 
trian officer having been fent to have a parley with 
Moreau « this General did not conceal from him that 
he was informed that 30,000 men would be fent imme« 
diately from the army in Germany to that in Italy>. The 
officer carried this intelligence to the Aufirian head 
quarters, where the order for the departure of thefc 
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30,000 men did not arrive till two days after. Tbi* 
faft which has been tranfmitted to me by one on whofe 
veracity I can rely, is a proof that the French are as well 
ferved by their fpies who are near the cabinets, as by 
thofe near the armies of their enemies. In general they 
have had much better intelligence than the allies 
during this war, becaufe they have better paid for 
it. This circumftance^ias contributed not a little to 
their fucccfs. It is well known that thefe means 
have never been negleSed by the greateft Generals, and 
that they engaged good fpies whatever the price of them 
might be. The Marlhal de Luxembourg gained over 
the fecretary of the Prince of Orange, and Prince Eugene 
fucceeded in bribing the mailer of the poft-ofEce at Vcr- 
failles, whom he rendered, very ufeful to him. 

Note 6. Page 22. 

General Stein, Commander in Chief of the troops of 
the circle of Suabia, was openly accufed of having dcr- 
livered up to the French for a confiderable fum of money, 
the fort of Kehl as well as the polls of Kniebis and 
Freydenlladt. He confirmed thefe fufpicions by rc- 
fufing under different pretexts to join the Prince dc 
Conde to attack the Republicans before they were 
well eftabliflied at Kehl. He behaved Hill worfe to the 
Prince of Conde, for he reprefented his army every where 
as a band of robbers, and inferted in the newspapers the 
moll unjull calumnies of it. However it was more 
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eafy for him to difavow than to confirm them, and 
the Count de Viormenil, a General ofecer of fuperior 
merit, obliged him to contradift all the firft reports 
againft the armyof Conde ; this difavpwalwas alfo in- 
ferted in the public papers of Germany. 

Note 7. Page 24. 

This General had been an officer in the Emperor's 
fervic'e in the regiment of Bender, was difmiffed from 
it fome years ago for mifconduft, and then went into 
France, in hopes of obtaining fome employment during 
the Revolution ; he was then made an officer, and foon 
after a General. As the regiment of. Bender was ufually 
in garrifon at Fribourg and other towns of the Brifgaw, 
Ferino was well acquainted with the latter country, and 
that was probably the reafon of his being employed in 
that quarter. 

Note 8. Page tg. 

The Suabians, defcendants from the ancient SueVi, of 
whom Tacitus fpeaks, appear to have much degenerated 
from the valour of their anceftors. It is almoft con- 
fidered as giving abufive language to any one in Ger- 
many to call him Suabian. It is nearly equivalent , to 
calling him coward. The troops from this circle juf- 
tified at Kehl and Freydenftadt the ironical acceptation 
given to the word Suabian in Germany. It is no doubt 
contradifled by many exceptions, and the regiment of 
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Bender is a very remarkable one. It is conipofed of 
Suabians, and there certainly exiils not in the Auftrian 
army a regiment of greater bravery, or one in every re- 
fpeft more military. 

The mountain of Kniebis, the higheft in Suabia^ 
forms a defile which is one of the principal palTes of 
that country. Freydenftadt is fituated on a rock two 
leagues from Kniebis* 

Note 9. Page 25. 

It was near this town that Mr. de Turenne was killed 
in 1675. Although inferior in force , he had found means 
to ftop the progrefs of Mr. De Montecuculli for two 
months, on the banks of the Renchen and the Kintzig ; 
it was there that thcfe two great Generals exhauflel 
againft one another^ all the refources and combinations of 
the art of war. 

UoU 10. Page sg. 

It was near this imperial city that the French in 1768 
gained a viflory over the alliest 

Note 11. Page^t. 
Near this village pafled the famous lines of Etlingen* 
which were forced in 1734 by Marflial de Berwick and 
the Count de Saxe. 

Note 
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Hote 12. Page 39. 

The author repeats that he pretends not to eftimate 
with ftria exaftnefs, the force of the refpeftive armies, 
ftill lefs that of their different .divifions. Whoever has 
been engaged in war knows how much the daily loffes, 
re-inforcements, and detachments, occafion a con- 
tiniial variation in the comparative proportion of two 
oppofed armies. He has given only an approximating 
eftimate to put the reader in poffeffion of fome rea- 
fonable datum, and to enable him to form a more 
adequate judgment of the courfe of the military 
operations. 

Note ig. Page 42* 

This Imperial city has been rendered famous by the 
different battles which have taken place in its neigh- 
bourhood. The Imperialifts beat the Swedes here in 
1634. The great Conde, at that time Duke de Enghien, 
gained a battle, in which the Commander in Chief of the 
Imperialifts Merci, was killed, and General de Glen, who 
commanded under him, was wounded and taken prifoner. 
The Marlhal de Grammont, the fecond in command oi 
the French army, was likewife wounded and taken 
prifoner by the Imperialifts. The city of Nordlingen 
was formerly the bulwark of Franconia againft Bavaria. 

Note 
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Note 1^. Page ^2. 

On the 29th of July, General Frolich had furroundeJ 
and difarmed the troops of the circle of Suabia, v^ho 
according to the terms of the armiftice, could not fervc 
any longer againft the French. The apprehenfions that 
the latter might force them to join them againft the 
Auftrians, determined' the Archduke to take this ftep^ 

Note 15. Page 43. 

Bohemia is furrounded by a circle of very high moun- 
tains, which form a natural rampart round it. Tbefe 
mountains are leaft elevated on the fide of Moravia, and 
Bohemia is much more acceflible in this point than at any 
other. This is a great advantage for the Houfe of 
Auftria, fince itisUkewife inpoffeffion of Moravia. 

Note 16. Page 49. 

It is this fame village of Hochftedt which has been 
rendered fo famous by the two great battles which were 
fought there at the beginning of the century, in the firft 
of which the French were viftorious, and in the fecond 
defeated. 

Note 17. Page 57. 

It was in this affair that the Englifli Colonel Craufurd, 
attached to the Auflrian army with the charge of fending 
to the BritiQi Cabinet reports of the military operations^ 

was 
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was feyerely wounded in the head and made prifoner* 
The military qualities of this officer, his talents and the 
judicious perfpicuity of his reports, occafioned a general 
regret for his misfortune. It was not lefs felt in the 
Au&rian army than in his own country. Prince Charles 
immediately made the moft preffihg inftances for his 
being fet at liberty, and fucceeded in obtaining it from 
general Jourdan. The Colonel's wound having unfor- 
tunately prevented him for a long time from exercifing 
his funflions with the Auilrian army, they were ably dif- 
charged in his abfence by Mr. Robert Craufurd hi« 
brother, and for a fliort time, by Captain Auftruthen 
Their reports imitated the exaElnefs and precifion of 
thofe of the Colonel. 

^ Note 18. Page 65. 

This foreft, one of the moft confiderable in Germany, 
extends from the town of Afchaffembourg to the angl-e 
formed by the Abein between that town and that of 
Wurtzbourg. It was formerly infefted by Brigands, 
and the pafling through it was as dangerous as difficult* 
The laft Bifhop of Wurtzbourg fome years ago con- 
ftrufted in the middle of this foreft a fuperb caufeway, 
which is become the great road from Frankfort ito Vienna. 
It was during their retreat acrofs this foreft that the 
French had the moft to fufFer from the arming and the 
vengeance of the Peafants. They ftopped the grand 
ftaff" of the army, pillaged its cbefts, and forced General 

Ernouf 
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%tnouf^ the Chief of it, to feek for fafety in the fwiftneft 
of bis borfe. 

NoU 19. Pagers. 

T The French had likewife iucceeded a month before 
in detaching from the Coalition the £le3or of Saxony, 
They had concluded with him. under the mediation of the 
King of Pruflia a treaty of neutrality, in confequcnce 
of which the contingent of that ele£h>r amounting to 
9,000 men, feparated'at the end of July from the Auftrian 
army, and fenfibly weakened it. 

Note 20. Page 93. 

This mountain of Shellenberg, famous in all the wars 
of Bavaria, was fortified by the Swedes in the thirty 
years war.. It was to this mountain that John de Wert 
retired after the battle ot Nordlingen. 

Note 21. Page 108. 

, The reader will no doubt have remarked'lhat from the 
time Moreau began his retreat, bis right was of courfe 
become his left, and his left his right. 1 have never- 
thelefs continued the two firft denominations, becaufe in 
his encampments, and frequently even on his march, 
Moreau was obliged to face the different corps of Mn 
de la Tour's army, by which he was purfued^ 

NqU 
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Hail fts. Pag$ i>0. 

Pi-ince Charles it has before been mentioned had 
marched from the lower Rhine on the 22d of September ' 
with about ia.ooo men, who where followed a^fomc 
diftance by io,ooq more. He-paiTed the Mein on the 
25th, and the Necker on the 30th, after having fent 
General Hotze tormake a diverficm in Alface. This 
General's expedition will be mentioned hereafter. If 
it has not already been fo, it is for the fame reafon that 
no account has been given of the march of the Arch* 
duke, and of the operations which took place on the 
lower Rhine after his departure. It has been the wi& 
of the Author to defcribe without interruption MoreauV 
retreat, under the idea that the chain and connexion o£ 
events taken in one view was preferable to a fuccefTion.' 
of dates. Such a chronological fervitude would have 
caufed great confufion in this hiftorical fummary, and 
would have deprived it of the fmall degree of intereft 
it may otherwife poflefs. The Archduke having paffed 
through Schwetzingen, Durlach, Carlfruhe, Raftadt, and 
Offembourg, arrived on the 14th at Mohlberg, and two 
days after formed a junftion with the corps of Nauen- 
dorf and Petrarch^ which from that time <:ame under 
his immediate command. 

D d VoU 
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It is fituated between the towns of Fribourg and Ncu- 
ftadt, is fix miles long, and in many places not more 
than ten paces wide ; a proverb of the country fays, that 
in this pafs one meets with Piaradife and Hiell. There 
is an Inn in it called the Kingdom of Hejveni 

Note 2j^. Pageivt. 

The town of Fribourg was formerly very ftrong and 
the pofleflion of it was neceflary for every army that 
meant to have their winter quarters in the Brifgau. It 
was taken and re-taken feveral times during the thirty 
years war. It is particularly known in military annals' 
by the two battles fought in its neighbourhood in 1644, 
the Imperialifls being commanded by Merci, and the 
French by the great Conde. Thefe battles are celebrated 
for the obftinacy fliewn, and the great number of men 
who loft their lives on each fide. The Marflials d"c 
Crequi and Villars both took it, the former in 1677, 
and the latter in 1713. The French commanded by 
Louis XV, in perfon, befieged it in 1744, and took it 
after thirty-feven days of open trenches. The fiege coft 
the French a great number of men. They razed the 
works ot the place, as well as the forts crefted on a 
mountain which commands it. 

Note 
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NoU ^5 Page 112. 

The black forjeft ftretch.cs from fouih to north, from 
the four forcft towns as far as Neunbourg in the Dutchy 
of Wiirtejaberg. It was anciendy, ftill more extenfive. 
Cefar.has given a defc^iption of it in bis commentaries. 
It confiituted according, to the mod general opinion a 
part of that tra£l of country called by the Romans, 
Sylva Hircinia. Its mountains feparate the Dutchy of 
Wiirtenberg from the Margraviate of Baden, 
, General Frolich had fucceffively taken poffeflion of 
Bregcnz, .Lindau, and of Conftance, which the French 
had evacuated on the 8th of OQober; but he had not 
been able to make himfelf mafter of the capital poft of 
Stokach in time to cut off frojn the French the way of 
retreating through the foreft towns. 

Note 26, Page 139. 

It may have been remarked that in the courfe ol the 
campaign the French paffed the Rhine feveral times at 
Neuwied. An ifland which is fituated almoft oppofite 
that town, gave them at thefariie tiiiie the power of eafily 
throwing a bridge over the Rhine, and the means of 
defending it by batteries erefted on the ifland. The 
advantages which this point offered for paffing the Rhine, 
D d 2 in- 



induced the French to eilablKh there a permanent bridge, 
and to cover it by works, which they caufed to be jeon- 
ftru6led during the fummer. This t€te dt pont made 
Ihtm m^Aers of \ fixed pa&ge ovtr the Rhine, 
9nd gave them a point of fupport again ft the ferf rtfs of 
£hrebreitftein, which ia only twelve miles from Neuwied. 
In 167s, MarOial Tnrenne being encamped with 
[10,000 men between Bonn and Coblents, threw alfo a 
bridge of boats over the Rhine at Neuwied, and eovered 
it in the fame manner with entrenchments. The Elefior 
of Brandenbourg, who was with 30,000 men before 
Mayence attacked without fuccefs this HU dt font in 
which Mr. de Turenne had left 3,000 men. The bridge 
va«/oon afterwards deftroyedbytheice. 

Nott 87. fagt 140. 

It was to this fame General Beurnonville as great a 
braggart, though far lefs able and fortunate than Buo- 
naparte, that Dumourier confided at the end oS 1792 
30,000 men, with a commiffion to ittack the Prince of 
Hohenlohe, who defended the approaches to Trevei 
with 10,000 men. After feveral attacks as unfuccefeful 
as they were ill plane dt Beurnonville was obligcdno 
lead back to Met;p ^d ThipnviUe bis army reduced IP 
15,000 men by the fword of the Auftiians, and th^ 
Pruflian Dyfentery, He the© wrote to the Convention 

that 
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that the nature of the feafon and the country had not al- 
lowed him to fulfil entirely the commiilion with which 
he had been entrufled, but that he had made an enormous 
(laughter of the Auftrians, and that he had loft in this 
expedition, only tfu little Jinger of a ranger. 

Note 28t Page 142. 

Thefc countries have been ftill worfe treated in pre* 
ceding wars. There are ftill to be found the traces of 
thofe horrid ravages which the French committed in 1688 
and 1693. Mr. de Louvois, Minifter of war imder Louis 
XIV. fent an order to the French Generals to lay wafte 
the whole palatinate with fire and fword. Thefe orders 
were but too cruelly executed; almoft all the towns b|/ 
the palatinate were burnt. It will no doubt be recol* 
lefled that the Eleftor Palatine reduced to defpair by 
the ruin of his country, which he beheld a prey to 
the flames from the fortrefs where he had taken refuge, 
wiflied to fight Marflial Turenne, and fent him a 
challenge which the latter refufed. All the world like- . 
wife is acquainted with the manner in which Mr. de 
Louvois wifted to draw from Louis XIV. an order 
for completing the defiruSion of this beautiful country, 
and the horror with which that Prince rejected the 
propofal. 

Note 
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Note 29. Page 144. 

The neutrality was fo much the more advantageous 
to this town as by the pofition of its tete de pont, it 
found itfclf, if I may fo fay, placed between the Auf-. 
trian and French Batteries, and confequently liabk to 
be reduced to ruins if either of them undertook to main- 
tain themfelves there. It had befides fufFered but too 
much already from the war, having been in 1795 bom-^ 
barded and half deftroyed by the French. ^ 

This town belongs to the Prince of Neuwied, famous 
' in Germany for his eccentric humour and the fuit which 
he has carried on againft his wife in the Imperial Cham- 
ber of Weftlaer. She fucceeded in procuring the ad- 
iiiiniftration of his property and his principality to be 
taken from him on the ground ofmadnefs. He never- 
thelef s many years ago had the wifdom to grant the town 
of Neuwied religious atid commercial franchifes which 
attraSed thither a great number of merchants and ma- 
nufaclurers from every country, and of every religion. 
This town is commercial and regularly built ; it is in- 
habited by a great number of Hernhutes or Moravian 
Friars. 

Nott 
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Note 30. Page 149. ^ 

This Fort belonged formerly to the town of Straf- 
bourg, and became afterwards a forU'efs. of the Em-« 
pire, Marfhal de Berwick took it in, 1733 after ten 
days open trenches, . and caufed the fortifications to 
be razed. . , 

Note 31. Page 168. Printed by. err or note 36. 

In 1733 the French alfo caufed the tete de pout of 
Huningen to be fortified in fpite of the remon (trances 
of the canton of BaQe, and they kept pofleffion of, it 
during the winter 1733-34, although their army had 
re-entered France^ 

Note 32. Page 170. 

This General only twenty-fix years of age, was like 
Buonaparte a Corfican by birth, and brought up in the 
artillery at the beginning of the Revolution, He pof- 
fefled, it is faid, as much courage and greater talents than 
Buonaparte. He has been lefs fortunate. 

Note 33. Page 175. 

Some works, and amongft others, that of Mr. de 
Guib^rt on taflics had already pointed out the modifica- 
tions >^hich it. was requifue to make in the modern mili-, 
• tary 
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tary fyflem ; and the Changes which would refult from 
the aftual formation of the armies, and above all, from 
the carrying to perfeflion every thing that d<?pend» on 
engineering and artillery. The French haye realifed 
thefe in the pr^nt war, and have biefides employed 
fecondary means before unknown. Such for inftatice 
are telegraphs and balloons. They have employed the 
latter with fome effeft on various occafions, amongft 
others, at Maubeuge and Fleurus. 

Note 34. Page 1 jj. 

The limple contiagent of the Empire was fixed In 
1681 «t 40,000 men. Conformably to the decrees given 
by the diet of Ratiibon during this war, all the members 
of the Germanic confederation ought to have furnifhed 
a quintuple contingent^ which would have raifed the army 
of the Empire to 200,000 men. It has however never 
amounted to 60,000 ; the majority of the Princes and 
flates having preferred paying their quota in money. 
The treaties of neutrality concluded by the moll pow- 
erful members of the Empire, have reduced its army 
to a fmall force. It is not at this monient 12,000 
men ftrong. 

Note 35. Page 181. . 

This General, a Savoyard by biith^ andi I beUeve the 
youngeft Lieutenant General in tlie Auftrian ztmy^ ba» 

never 
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atver ceafed to dtfiinguifli bimfclf dupitig the wbote 
coiirfe of tbir wafi He hat confiantly pnjoyed the 
confidence of the Emperor, and will one day prd>.ably 
be at the head of his army. 

AWeje. Pag€ lit. 

A Gngle trait will enable the reader to form a judgement 
oi the manner in which the Archduke commands and is 
obeyed. At the affair of the 24th of Oftober that Prince 
gave orders to the Major of the light horfe of Modena, 
to attack a redoubt fituated amongfl fome vines. That 
-officer charged the French who defended it, but the 
ground being extremely difa^vantageous for cavalry, 
he .was rfijLi^ed a#4 obliged ta fait bac^., Thf Arcbdiike 
came up in the interim, and feeing what pafled, faid to 
the Major, ''Sir you have mifunderftood me, I gave 
you orders to take the redoubt." The ofiicer felt the 
full weight of thefe words, and returned to the charge 
with all the force given by defpair. He was killed^ 
but the redoubt was taken* 

Note 37. Page 183. 

This fortrefs is built on a perpendicular rock, at the 
foot Qf which runs the Rhine, ana oppofite to which the 
Mofelle falls into that river. It commands entirely the 
town and environs of Coblentz. It unites to all the adl 

£ e vantages 
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vantages of its fituatbn the Anpoflibility of being at 
tacked, except on a very narrow front, and the capability 
of being defended by a (mall garrifon. This fortrefs^ 
one of the heft exifting, belongs to the £Ie£lor of Treves, 

Note ^%. Page 1% 5. Printed by errornoie ^^. 

The armies of Jourdan and Moreau, had upon their 
colours^ " Vienna or Death." 
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Jl ROM the b«gtnnittgoT the year 1796, it wat 
well ktaown to perfbtts bcft informed on the fubjeai 
that the French had dSlermined to ihake rcr/ 
great military efibrts in Italy. It had been eafy to 
fotefee thi^ from the etwi of t!ie preceding yeaf>' 
Cnce* they were unwilling to extend to the armies 
.of Italy the truce, whidh had been agreed upon 
^l Germany, at the Clbfe qf that year, between the 
Imperial and Repiiblieftn araiies> 

Many political and military <:otifid6ilition& cotu 
tutted, to determine the Frfcnch Government tci 
pufh the war in Italy with more vigour than it had 
been done the preceding years. The example of thd 
Court of Spain^ which had been haftily induced td 

make 
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make peace by the invafion of its tcrritoiy, and the 
lofs of two or three ftiong places, gave the Direc* 
tory reafon to hope, that the feme confequences 
might refult from the adoption of the fame plan 
a^inft the King of Sardinia. They flattered them- 
felves, that by threatening the fortrefles of Pied- 
mont, and attacking op all Qdej^, at the fame time, 
the territories of this prince, they would fo far 
alarm him, that the apprehenfion of lofing hi$ 
crown would d^term^ne him to d^tafrh hfqifelf 
from the coalition. 

To thefe motives were joined odiers of no lefe 
importance; — to carry the war jntp die proper 
cftates of t-he EmperQr--?to deftroyhis preppndqr-* 
ance in Italy-r-tQ ihut up its ports againft the 
£ngli(h— and above all, to find in a rich and fertile 
country, money, fubfillence, and refource^ of 
every defcription. 

To carry thefe defigns into execution with the 
better chance of fuccefs, the French Government 
C€W>triYed tp difguife t|ieip, and in fo doitig had 
the good fortune tp elude the vigilance of its ene- 
mies. Well aflured, that fnows and the nature of 
the country would prevent the AuRrians and Pied* 
montefe from ?ittcmpting any offenfivq op?ra4ons 

during 
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dating the winter, it was in*no hurry to reinforce 
the French army in Italy, and to repair the lofles 
which it had fuftained in the campaign of 1795. 
it even went farther: the want of pay arid of fub- 
fiftence having, as the reader perhaps recolleSs, 
caufed confiderable difcontents among the national 
volunteers, the French Generals, finding that they 
could neither reftore fubordination amongft them, 
nor pay them, gave permiffion to all who wiChed 
it to depart, even wuiked at the abfence of thofe 
who quitted their colours without leave, and thus 
fuifered many thoufands of their worft foldiefs to 
return into France* The French Government 
did not take any great pains, in the (irft inftahce, to 
reftore order and difcipline into the army of Italy. 
Its weaknefs and ftate of diforganization were 
known to the allies ; and they were therefore led to 
conclude, that it would not be neceflary to oppofe 
againft it any confiderable force in the enfuing 
campaign. 

During the months however of January and Feb* 
ruary, the Direftory, under pretence of appeafing 
or of preventing diftiirbances in the fouth of France, 
caufed about 40,000 of their beft troops to affem- 
ble in the provinces of Languedoc, RoufTillon, 

and 
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and Pftovenc^i The greater part of tbem, kaVing 
ipade th^ campaigns in Spain, bad becqi^e iC-? 
cuftoBiad to a hot clia^to, and were therefore enr 
abkd to refift that of Italy. X>uring the month t>f 
April) almoft the whole of thefe troop* arrived by 
$>rced marches in the territories of Genoa : an4 
foQn after the opeoing of the campaign Buonaparte 
£>und himfelf at the head of an army of more thao 
609O00 men, of which 459OOO were undor hift 
unmediate orders, the remaindj^ heing pofted along 
the Co/ de Ttndt and the Riviift dl Genoa. 

The Cabinet of Vienna, an)ciQUs to repair the 
xeverfcs which Mr. de Vina had experienced towards 
&eend of 17959 had raiher augmented die army 
ijx Italy; ax)d deceived by the weak cohdition in 
which dbe French army had been fufEered to retnain^ 
fuppofed thai it would be inferior in numbers to the 
combined force of the Auftrians, Neapolitans^ and 
Piedmontefe. 

General Beaulieu was at the head of the. Auftriaa 
army^ which the gazettes in gjeneral eftimated at 
50 or 6o,ooQ men ; but I am certain it did not 
amouot 10 35,000 effcaive; ia which was com- 
priTed a corps of about 7,000 Neapolitans^ 

The Piedmontefe army, commanded by the 

Auftrian 



( 217 ) 

Auftrian Lieutenant General Colli, was about 
2O5OOO men ftrong, who defended the Col de 
Tende, and the other approaches of Piedmont. 
Befides thefe, the Due d'Aoufte was at* the head of 
rather more than 15,000 men in Savoy, where he 
made head againft the army of the Alps, under the 
command of General Kellermann, whofe force 
amounted to 25,000 men. 

In looking over thefe eftimates, we fliall find 
that the French began this canipaign with about 
85,000 men, and the allies with about 70,000. 

Hoftilities began early in April. The French at 
firft threatened many points at the fame time, that 
the allies might be doubtful againft which they really 
meant to direft their attack, and that confequendy 
they might be obliged to divide their forces. They 
made many feints along the whole extent of the Col 
de Tende, which obliged the Piedmontefe to extend 
their line of defence, that they might be enabled to 
fecure all the paffes that lead into Piedmont. The 
French fpread a report, that they meant to get 
pofTeffion of Genoa ; and contrived to give a colour 
to it, by advancing to Voltri (only fix leagues 
from Genoa) a corps of 10 or 12,000 men, com 
maTided by General Laharpe, who pulhed forward 

Ff his 
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his advanced guard to St. Pierre d' Arena, a fuburb 
of that city. 

The moraent that intelligence arrived of this 
movement, M. de Beaulieu fet out from Alexandria, 
in the neighbourhood of which he had affembled hi^ 
army, moved'rapidly to Novi, took poll in the front 
of the defile of Bocchetta, [^Note i.] and caufed a' 
flrong detachment to advance to the gales of Genoa, 
to cover that city, and to keep General Laharpe in 
awe. Wifhing to keep up his communication with 
the Piedmontefe army, by joining his right to the 
left of General Colli, M. de Beaulieu divided his 
army into many corps, which occupied a front of 
nearly twenty leagues. ByTo doing he weakened his 
pofition, and gave Buonaparte an opportunity of 
attacking to advantage his different corps, too much 
feparated to be enabled to afford each other mu- 
tual fupport and affiftance. 

The Chiefs of the Genofe Government, finding 
their country preffed by two powerful armies, with- 
out means of making their neutrality refpefled, re- 
ceiving meffages from either party, fometimes with 
affurance of proteflion, fometimes with menaces, 
found themfelves in a very embarraffing fituation. 
They could not prevent the territory of the republic 

from 
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from becoming the theatre of war, and ^rom pro- 
viding the oppofing armies with means of fubfi Hence. 
Perfeftly aware that at all events they mud be at 
the mercy cither of the French or the Auflrians, 
they endeavoured to keep on good terms with both. 
They ftrove to preferve, as far as it was poffible , the 
independence of the Republic. They did every thing 
that depended on themfelves to maintain it; — 
coUefted their troops — ordered the miUtia within 
the walls — and fupplied with artillery the fortifica- 
tion of their city, which can only be defended, and 
of courfe be properly befieged, but by a very con- 
fiderable force. [Note 2.] The magiftrates however 
thought lefs of defending it againft foreign armies, than 
of preventing an infurreflion of its inhabitants, the 
lower clafs of which was as niuch attached to the 
French, as the higher order were to the allies. 

On the 10th of April, General Beaulieu made 
a brifk attack on the right of the enemy, drove it 
from Voltri, and forced General Cervoni, who 
commanded it, to fall back on the center of the 
French army, which had taken a pofition on the 
heights of Savona. The day following, he attacked 
with no ^lefs vigour all the advanced pofts of their 
center, and made himfelf mafter of them, with the 
F' f 2 exception 
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exception only of the redoubt of Montenottc, which 
was their laft entrenchment. Fifteen hundred men, 
commanded by the RepuWican General Rampon, 
occupied this redoubt, which was well conftruQed, 
and. advantageoufly fituated. They refifted with 
no lefs fuccefs than bravery all the efforts which 
the Auilrians made in the courfe of the day 
to get pofTefEon of this redoubt. Night prevented 
the latter from renewing the attempt with more 
efficacy, and the two armies pafled the night m 
fight of each other. 

On the 12th, at break of day, M» de Beaulieu 
order the attack on the redoubt of Montenotte to be 
renewed : but he was foon obliged to defift from 
it, in order to defend himfelf againfl the divifion of 
General Laharpe, who during the night had turned 
his left flank. The aflion became very brifk, and was 
fupported with courage on both fides, when the 
Auftrians found themfelves attacked on their right 
by almoft the whole French army with Buonaparte 
at its head. This General had executed the fame 
maoeuvre on the right which Laharpe had done on 
the left. General Argcnteau, who commanded 
the right wing of the Auflrians was partly furprifed, 
and made a defence as feeble as the attack of the 

French 



French was vigorous. They defeated Mr. d*Argen-' 
teau's corps, which was not fupported by the Pied- 
montefe, and put it to the route. The reft of the 
Auftrian array, finding itfelf uncovered and at- 
tacked on all fides by fuperior numbers, made a long 
refiftance, but at lait gave way, and was forced to 
retreat, after having fuftained confiderable lofs. 
The French official reports raade it 3,500 men, of 
which 2,500 were made prifoners. 

After this viSory, which muft have coft the 
French very dear, they advanced to Carcara, and 
eftablifhed themfelves on the heights that fur- 
round the town of Cairo, which the allies had 
abandoned. M. de Beaulieu, weakened by the 
lofs which he had fuftained at Montenotte, made 
no attempt to ftop their progrefs. He continued 
to fall back, widi the intention of approaching the 
Piedmontefe army, and of concentrating his forces^ 

The French did not give him time to attain com- 
pletely his objeft. They attacked him again on the 
13th, and on the 14th forcedhim to rifque a general 
a3ion near Montelefino. Buonaparte followed the 
fame plan and executed the fame manoeuvre which 
had fucceed fo well at Montenotte. He direfted 
the greater part of his forces againft the right wing 
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ef the Auftrians, fo as to feparate it from the Pied- 
montefc, with whom it had a feeble communication. 
This difpofition met with the greateft fuccefs. The left 
of the Piedmontefe, and the right of the Auftrians, 
ftill commanded by M. d'Argenteau, were forced 
and put to flight. The center of the Auftrians had 
then to fuftain the attack ofalmoft the whole French 
army. It defended itfelf with the greateft bravery, 
attempted even feveral times to pierce through the 
center of the French line, and for a long time kept 
the viftory undecided. Buonaparte, fearing that 
it might efcape him, made new difpofitions to fecure 
it; he reinforced the right of his army, and ordered 
it to advance in three ftrong columns againft the 
left wing of the Auftrians, which was fuftained by 
fome entrenchments thrown up near Dego. 

This left wing oppofed a vigorous refiftance to the 
French; and the fire from the batteries made a 
confiderable carnage amongft them. One of their 
columns however, led by General Maflena, fuc- 
ceeded in outflanking the left wing of the Auftrians- 
the latter, prelTed on all fides by more than double 
their number, were at length overpowered and 
routed. The French remained viSorious in every 
quarter. 

If 
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' If one can give credit to the returns made by 
Buonaparte, the allies muft have loft in this batde 
«,50O men killed, 8,000 made prifoners, 22 piece* 
of cannon, and 1 5 ftand of colours. Amongft the 
prifoners was Lieutenant General Provera. From 
the 13th his corps of 1,500 men had been fur* 
rounded by the left wing of the French army. Un- 
willing to furrender, and unable to rejoin M. de 
Beaulieu, he entrenched himfelf in a caftle (ituated 
on the fummit of a mountain. The French mad^ 
feveral attemps to force this poft, but w^re con- 
ftantly repulfed with confiderable lofs. Of three 
of their Generals,' Panel, Quenin^ and Joubert, the 
two former were killed, anduhe latter grievoufly 
l^oiinded. It was not till the end of the batde of 
the 14th that M. de Provera, having no longer 
any hopes of affiftance, furrendered himfelf with his 
whole detachment prifoners of war. 

Buonaparte, in obedience to the orders given to 
the French Generals, never to publifli the number 
of their killed, wounded, and ppfone^s, did not 
mention in his relation of the viQory of Montelefino, 
the number of men that it had coft him. I venture 
however to fay pofitively, that it was very con- 
fiderable. Three Generals having been killed or 

wounded 



( 224 ) 

wounded in the aSions of the 13th and 14th, there 
can be no doubt but that a proportionable number 
of officers and foldiers muft have (hared the fame 
fate. The filcnce of Buonaparte, as to the lofs of 
his own army, fufficiently warrants us to believe, 
that he has very much exaggerated that of the allies. 
This appears to have been by no means fo great, 
from impartial reports; and fubfequent events 
proved, that the latter were more entitled to credit 
than thofe of Buonaparte. 

In faa, ifi according to the letters of this Gene- 
ral as well as of the French CommifTartes attached 
to his army, the allies had in five days loft 15,000 
men, of whom more than 10,000 were Auftrians, 
their artillery, their provifions, and camp equipage; 
if in the batde of the 14th the army of M. de Beau- 
lieu had been diminiflied one third, would it have 
been poffible that this General could have been in 
a condition the very night after that aQion, to 
attack the French army, to put it to the rout, and 
te recover the pofidon of Dego, which had been 
taken from him the day before ? This however did 
aSually happen : and we muft infer from it, cither 
that M. de Beaulieu's lofs in the battle of the 14th 
was much lefs then the French pretended it to be, 



or 
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4iRi their own had bsen likewiie very confiderable. 
Such alfo muft that have been, which the latter 
'l£xperienc(^d at Oego in the night' hetween the i4th 
and 15th, where they loft amongft others, the thret 
GenQrals Cauffe, Dupuis, and Rondeau. They 
xlaim^d however the viftory in this affair, \diich 
According to their accounts, coil the Auftrians ^,000 
IDCT, of whoro 1^400 were made prifoners. 

Thou{|h the battle of Montekzino had ftiH 
further weakened the points of communication be- 
iweep the Auftrian : and Piedmontefe armies, they 
faeverthelefs made no combined movencient to ap- 
{HTpach towards one another^ and to contcaH their 
jine. ^They thus- afforded to Buonaparte die op- 
portunity of placing himfelf between them5'!and of 
fprcing the Piedjfnoatefe to a& leparately; which 
l*^as the principal Qbjeft of the plaq of the cam- 
jp^ign that had beei^form^ by ihe French. 

Buojiapart^ leaving a confiderablc part of his 
%nny to obferve that of tbie Auftrians, to prevent 
ih^ix afEfting the Piedwmtefe, or making a diver- 
Jlk>n in their &vour, marched agaipft the lauer 
^ith fhe rejnainder of bis forces. He ordered an 
attack to bp mad^e on their entrenched camp on the 
i6ihf aiad although he did mt fucceed in forcing it^ 
G.g the 
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,the fear of being turned induced the Piedmontefe 
to abandon it during the night between the i€th and 
17 th, after having left a garrifon in the tpwn of 
Ceva. . 

The Piedmomefe army took an excellient pofi- 
tion at the conflux of the rivers Tanaro afid Cuii- 
faglia, entrenched themfelves there ftrongly, and 
for four days refitted all the efforts made by the 
enemy to diflodge them ; but the French having 
-on the 21ft, croffed the Tanaro in two places, 
General Colli not daring to hazard a battle in the 
pofition which he then held, quitted it during the 
night following, retiring towards Mondovi, to which 
place he. feared his retreat might be tut off. The 
French purfuing him clofely, attacked him at 
break of day near the village of Vico. The Pied- 
montefe were defeated, without making any great 
refiftance. They continued to retreat, and the 
French entered Mondovi the fame evening. The 
reports of the latter ftated the lofs fuftained by the 
Piedmontefe at. 1,800 men killed, amongft whom 
was one General, 8 pieces of cannon, 15 am- 
munition waggons, 11 ftand of colours, and 1,300 
men taken, amongft whom were three Generals. 
The Republican General Stengel, known by his 

defeat 
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defeat at the paffage of the Roer in 1793, was mor- 
tally Wounded in this adion. 
^ The Piedmoniefe army from that time entirely 
feparated from the Auftrians and obliged to rely 
altogether upon itfelf, took a good defenfive pofi- 
tion behind the river Stura. Its front was covered 
by the Stura; its right extended to the fortrefs of 
Coni, and kept up a communication with the corps 
which defended the pafs of the Col de Tende; its 
left was fupported by the town of Chcrafco, fitu- 
ated at the conflux of the Stura and the Tanaro. 
This pofition was the beft that Mr, de Colli could 
h^ve taken, under the circumflances in which he found 
himfelf. It covered the ftrongeft places of Pied- ' 
mont, and defended the only routes by which the 
French could penetrate into it, as they were not 
then matters of the Milanefe. The Safety of Pied- ' 
mont and of Turin, depended on this line of de- 
fence being perfeSly preferved. If the French 
fucceeded in breaking through it, they would be 
enabled to penetrate into the flat country, and 
leaving the ilrong places behind them, might march* 
to the very gates of Turin, from whence they were 
not more than ten leagues diftant. The fupeiiority 
of their numbers would have enabled them to 
G g a maflc 
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malk thofe fortrelires which might haVe give* 
them any inquietude, and to fpread themfelves over 
the plain of Piedmont^ which the weak retrains of 
M. de Colli's arpy would not have dared to difpute 
with ihem. 

The reverfes which the allies had experienced at 

Montcnotte, Montelezino, and Vico, and the ra- 

pid progrefs of the French, filled the Court of 

Turin with juft and ferious alarms. . The Kiilg of 

Sardinia, (truck with the imminent danger which 

threatened him^ could hardly flatter hinifelf that 

M. de Colli would be able to refill the efforts of an 

enemy fo often viQorious^ and hot having reafon 

td rely on General Beaulieu fot any powerful fuc« 

cour^ did not think it right to ^x()ofe to the chance 

of a battle his poffeffions and his croWn. He faW 

no means of preferving them but by an imniediatft 

peace, and loft no tinie in demanding one. He 

fent PlienipotieDtiaril^s to Genoa^ charged to pro^ 

pofe it to the Fitnch Gommiflaries; and at the 

iame time difpatched an order to General CoUi^ 

to folicii a fufpenfioh of drms from General Btto- 

naparte* After fome difficulties the ktter ag^d 

to it. The principal conditiolis were, that the 

Frenel% (hoUld be put iti pofleflion of the Atoiig 

places 
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pkces bf Coni, Cera, and Tortotta; that til! 
the latter could be farrendered, the town of 
Alexandria fliduld be given up to them ; that they 
fiiould remain mailers of all the Country on the right 
bank of the Tanaroj from the fource of that rivet 
to its embouchure into the Po; that they Ihould be 
permitted to crofs the latter riVer below' the town 
df Valence, and that the French troops Ihould be 
allowed to a free pafTage through all the territories 
of the King^of Sardiilia. 

This Armiftice was foon afterwards followed by a 
treaty of peace between this Prince and the French 
Republic. I fhall iiot enter into any detail on tlie 
nature, the conditions^ and the political cotife- 
quences of this treaty. It would be a deviation 
from my fubjeft : I will only confider this tranfiK:- 
tfdn with a view to the effe6ts it produced on the 
f^ft of this campaign. 

Before I tcfume the narrative of it, may I be 
permitted to hazard fome refleQlofts on the event* 
which I have juft been recounting. They have 
eftdeed been too remarkable, and their confe- 
que&ces too important, to admit of our being in- 
different as to the true caufes which led to them, 
^ome have attributed the diPdftera which the allies 

ex. 
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experienced in this campaign to the political errors 
of the minifters of the refpeftive courts, as ^ell as 
to the military mifcondud of the Generals; others 
have fecn nothing in the triumphs of the French, 
but the natural effeS of the fuperiority of their 
forces, of the bravery of their foldiers, and the 
talents of their commanders. The opinions of the 
beft informed people, as well as the reports of the, 
mofi impartial, concur in attributing the misfortunes^ 
of the allies to a complication of thefe different, 
caufes. 

The Court of Vienna had formally promifed to 
raife its Italian army to 60,000 men, /which how- 
ever had never amounted tq 40,000, including the. 
Neapolitans^ From the difficulty in providing, 
foldiers, and money to pay theip, the Piedmontefe 
army was neither never fo numerous as it ought tp 
have been, according to the mutual engagements 
that had been entered into between the Courts of 
Vienna and Turin. 

On the one fide and on the, other, intrigues, 
miftruft, and other fecret caufes ftill more unfortu- 
nate, confpired to prevent the Auflrian and Pied-, 
montefe armies from being fo ftrong in point of 
number, and from a6iing with that union and 

inden- 
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indentity of views, that were neceflary to givfe them 
a chance of fuccefs againft an enemy, marching 
towards its obje6l with a perfed unity of a£lion and 
ofintereft. 

• The Court of Vienna appointed to the command 
of the Italian army M. de Beaulieu, a General 
remarkable for his courage, as well as for his good 
fortune in wan It placed great reliance, and with 
good reafon on his zeal and his fidelity. But 
this General had never yet commanded in Italy, 
and of courfe could not have a perfeft knowledge 
of the country in which he was about to wage 
war; a knowledge which the infufficiency of his 
forces rendered the more neceffary. In doing 
juftice to the military talents which diftinguifh 
M. de Beaulieu, let me at the fame time be allowed 
to obferve, that he does not poflefs all thofe 
qualities which ought to be found in a Commander 
in Chief. 

He is particularly deficient in thataddrefs and 
thofe conciliating manners fo neceflary in a Ge* 
neral, who unites under his command troops of 
different nations, or who 'is obliged to a€l in con* 
cert with them. It appeared that there did not 
exift between him and the Piedmontefe Generals 

that 
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thai. harmony ^nd mutual cpnfidisnce vhich alon? 
couid make aooends for thg iiiferiority of their 
forces, ai>d give a concords^ncie to their operations. 
Meffrs. de Beaulieu and Colli, were befidesinr 
dependf at of wch other, ai>d were only inftrufted 
toafiin Qoncert, which they did not adhere to ib 
ftriaiy as «Hgbt be wilhed. The Auftrians tbreur 
the blame of the defeats at Montenptte and Mo&* 
UkTjno ^n tJ^e Piedmont^e Generals, whom tkejr 
accure4 pf not having fi^ported Oeaeral Argen. 
teau ajB they might have done. The Piedniont€& 
pnihe pthi^r hand reproached the Auftrians wijtji 
having alTordedtb^m no affiftaace in the batd/ei 
of the i6th, the »t&9 and a^d, pretending that 
bad they receiv^ any, tJaey might have maiotaine^ 
(hemfe) vf;s befpre Ceva and Mondovi* B^th accufed 
General .Ajrgenteau of haying omitted or neglefied 
to communicate the orders which he had receiveilt 
to the Generals under his command ; and of having 
. pccafipoed bpih thefe d^eats by the bad difpoGtipns 
wbichiie mades and by the flight refiilance whipb 
he oppo/^d tp the attacks of tb^ Frqticb. Om 
canup^^ fofpi^d that ih^fe imputatipns wer^ weti 
founded> M this G^o^al wa^ fopn afterwards 
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mnoved from his comtnandi and even put under 
arreft. 

It is impdffible not to applaud the leadineis with 
which M. de Beaulieu marched to cover Genoa 
id the beginning of April, and the courage with 
which he attacked the French corps which threat* 
ened this city. But he may be cenfured for 
having ufelefsly remained many days at Voltri^ 
and for not having fufpeSed that the deiign of the 
French was to compel him to quit the heights, on 
which he had advantageoufly pofted himfelf. In 
flying to the afliftance of Genoa, M. de Beaulieu 
fcparated himfelf firona the right of his army* 
After having accomplilhed his objeft he ought in- 
ftantly, as it Teems, to have joined M. d*Argenteau» 
The city of Oenoa had had time to fecure itfelf 
from a corip de main. The beft way of defending 
it would have been, beGdes, not to fuffer himfelf 
to be beat by the French, and to prevent them 
from penetrating into Piedmont. 

The ina£^ion of M. de Beaulieu gave time to 
Buonaparte to prepare his movement againft M. 
d'Argenteau, to defeat this General twice, and to 
obtain thofe firft fucceffes which decided the reft of 
the campaign. If M. de Beaulieu had contraded his 
H h line, 
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line, and coUcCled his army, by drawing nearer to 
M. d'Argenteau: if, inftead of occupying a very 
extenfive front, the Generals fieaulieu and Colli 
had formed a junflion, or at leaft had taken fuch 
pofitions as would had admitted of their afford- 
ing each other mutual fupport : they might have 
defended all the defiles of the Appentines— have 
rendered Piedmont impenetrable; and have thus 
completely difconcerted Buonaparte's plans. If 
the latter had marched to Genoa to induce the 
allies to divide their forces, or againft Lombardy, 
in the hope that the Auftrians would fly to its de- 
fence, he could not have executed either the one 
or the other of thefe movements, and particularly 
the latter, without endangering his flank, and ex- 
pofing himfelf to be continually attacked in a very 
perilous fituation. He would have been under 
theneceflity of marching through the flat country; 
whilft the allies, who were matters of all the heights, 
might have fallen upon him at fuch time and in 
fuch places as would have been moft advantage- 
ous to them. If Buonaparte under thefe circum- 
ftanceshad experienced any reverfes, the allies 
might have been enabled to drive him to the fea 

coaft, 
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coaft, and even to cut off his communication with 
the county of Nice, and with France. 

It is impoflible to deny but that the plan fol- 
lowed by General Buonaparte, was as wifely con- 
ceived as it was ably executed. He Ihewed great 
ability and promptitude in taking advantage of the 
fuperiority of his forces, and of the errors of 
thofe who were oppofed to him. He had but one 
objeft, towards which he direfted all his move- 
ments and applied all h\^ means;, this was to break 
the line of the allies. He fucceeded in it, by 
bringing almoft the whole of his force to bear on 
the weakeft part of their line, a fimple manoeuvre, 
and which can fcarcely fail of being fuccefsful, if 
executed with forefight, celerity, and vigour. 
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CHAP. II. 

Retreat of the Aiiflrians behind the Po—Pojfa^e of thai 
tiver ly the French—Armiflice concluded between 
them cmd the Duke of Parma— Battle at Lodi-- 
The Freneh enter Milan — Infurre3ion of the inha- 
iitants of Lombardy—Pajfage of the French over 
the MinciO'-'Retreat of General BeauHeu into the 
Tyrol-^Armi/lice concluded between the French^ 
the King oj Nafks^ and the Pope--The Frmch 
enter Leghorn— InfurreUion of the inhabitants of 
RomagnaSiege and defriptim <;f Mantua. 

JL HE armifticc concluded between the Pied- 
montefe and French armies, was produSive of 
the greateil advantages to the latter. It delivered 
the Republicans from one half of their enemies, 
provided them abundantly with military ftores and 
provifions, and fecured their poiition in Italy. 
It afforded them means of acquiring new fucceffes 
at the fame time that it furniihed certain points 
of retreat in cafe of a reverfe of fortune. Elated 

by 
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Vy fo many vi6b>f ies obumed ia (o ftort a ume, 
and Ibengtheoed by all the new refources which 
he had procured, Buonaparte did not delay a mo- 
ment CO take advafti;age pf them. The pofleflion 
cf Tortona, with the liberty of pafling tbe Po, near 
Valence, opened a way for him into the Milanefe, 
which was become an eafy conqueft to an army 
already viSorious and double in number to diat 
<^po(bd to it. 

The Republican army be^n its march on the 
goth of April, and advanced againft the Auftrians. 
As Toon as Mr. de Beaulieu had heard of the 
fufpenfion of arms agreed upon between the Pied- 
montefe and the French, he had retiied to Alex* 
audita, and from thence to Valence, where he 
crofiedthe Po. He then took a polition behind 
that river, between thofe of Tefm and Terdoppio, 
in order to protefl the Milanefe. Abandoned by the 
Piedmonteie^ and deprived of the fupport of their 
fortified places, he could no longer think of aBing 
on the offeufive. Nothing now renaained for him 
but to exert all his efforts to keep the French as 
long as poffible on the other tide of the Po, and 
then to make an obftkiate defence of the Milanefe, 
in order to give the court of Vienna time to fend 

re* 
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re-inforcements, which the defeftion of the King 
of Sardinia rendered indifpenfably neceflary*; 
Thinking that the French would take advantage 
of the liberty of the pafTage ftipulated in the 
armiftice, and that they would endeavour to 
crofsthe Po near Valence or. Tortona of which 
they were matters, Mr. de Beaulieu potted him- 
*feif with the greateft part of his army within the 
reach of thefe two towns, fo as to protcft the 
courfe of the riVer Tefin. He lined only the 
left bank of the Po with a few troops, as far as 
Pavia and the mouth of the Tefin. 

Buonaparte, forefeeing all the diflBculties which 
mutt attend the pafTage of fo rapid a river as the 
Po in the prefence of the enemy, and knowing 
that Mr. de Beaulieu had not a fufficient number 
of troops to guard the banks of the river along 
the whole of its courfe, judged that by marching 
much lower down, he fliould find fome point 
favourable to his paflage, and wieakly defended. 
By this movement he compelled Mr. de Beaulieu 
to abandon on a fudden, almoft the whole of the 
Milancfe, in order to prevent the lofs of his com- 
munication with the town of Mantua, and the 
Tyrol. If on the contrary Buonaparte had au 

tacked 
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tacked him on the Tefin, Mr. de Beauliieu would 
have been able to defend fucceffively the paflage 
of each river, to fave his magazines, and perhaps 
to gain fufixcient time for the arrival of fome re- 
inforcements, which might efiable him to ftand 
his ground in th^ Milanefe. By directing himfeif 
towards the lower Po, Buonaparte gained beiides 
the advantage of being farther advanced into 
Italy, of alarming all the petty dates, of levying 
contributions in the Dutchies of Parma, Placentia, 
and Modena : and of procuring money, provi^ 
fions, and horfes, with which his army was not 
as yet abundantly fupplied. In confequence of 
this, after having made a feint of attempting a 
paflage at ValencQ^ he proceeded on the 8th of 
May, by a forced march to the neighbourhood 
of Placentia; and perceiving but a fmall num- 
ber of the enemy on the other fide of the Po, he 
haftened to tranfport his van guard to the oppo- 
fite bank, on rafts and flying bridges. Some 
light troops which he had fent forward during 
his march took poflefllion of fome boats loaded 
with fick and provifions. 

As foon as Mr. de Beaulieu received inform- 
ation of the march of the French towards Placen- 
tia 
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m and &ie lower Po, he fcnt bctvrecn 6 iad 
7,000 men fmm f^avia to defend the poiaa threat* 
cned; but they arrived too late to oppofe the 
paflage of the French, whom they found drawti 
up on the left bank o£the riven 

A fmart (kirmilb enfued near Fombio, in which 
the Neapolitan cavalry loft many men^ but gained 
much honour. Thisji£iion was difadvantageous to 
the allies^ who were compelled to retire upon the 
Adda. In the night of the 7 th, Mr. defieaulity 
ordered another body of 4,000 men from Cafal« 
to fuceour iliat which was attacked at Fomfbio^ 
This co#ptt arrived about two o'clock* in the morn** 
fcg &t Cbddgnd on die road from Placentia tdi 
Cremona^ which road it found occupied by thiS 
French. The encounter between the two parties 
{MToduced a fire of mufqu'etry, the noife of which 
having drawn the Republicait General la Harpe 
to that qttarter, he received a ball which killed httft 
on the fpot. His death was much regretted by the 
whole army. Although the body of Auftriams juft 
mentioned^ had forced the vedettes and driven in 
the advanced polls of the French, it found them 
too powerful to think of attacking them, or remtin- 
ing long before them. This corps then marched to- 
wards 



^ards Lddi, where General Beaulieu had re^ 
tired during the fame night with the reft of his 
army. 

The Vi&orie) of the French, and the peace un« 
txpededly made by the King of Sardinia, had 
Excited the Utmoft alarm throughout all Italy; 
*rhc retreat of the Auftrian^ beyond the Po, left 
^t the mfeircy 6f the French all the cbuiitrie^ fitu^ 
ated on the right bank of that river; 

The Dtike 6f Parma, whofe territories they 
tiad alresldy entered, faw that he had not a mo« 
ihent to lofe in fecuring them from the Revolu- 
tionary j*ritifciples andrapacity of the French. Hft 
therefore folicitcd a fufpenfion of arms, under the 
mediation of Spain^ which was granted him at 
the price of 2 jdoo,c>oo of French livi-es, 1,700 
horfes, ^,000 o*en^ of an immenfe quantity of 
t>roVi&oris, and of to painting3 to be chofen by 
the Frertchi Every ilep which they advanced 
into Italy augmented their military refources : 
each fuccefe furni&ed the m^ans of acquiring new 
ones. Buonaparte iva^ certain of being able 
henceforwardsto pay, equip, and fubiift his army 
at the expence of his enemies, as well as at that 
0f the neutral powers. In palfing the fo;, he 
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had overcome the greateft impediment to the 
conqueft of the Milanefe, the maip objefl in his 
plan of the campaign. 

He left the banks of the Po On the gth of May, 
and found himfelf on the loth with his advanced 
guard in prefence of General Beaulieu's rear 
guard, which was polled in front of Lodi and 
the river Adda. A briik cannonade was com- 
menced on both fides, in confequence of which 
the Auftrians evacuated the town of Lodi, and 
retired to the other fide of the river. Major 
Malcamp (fon-in-Iaw of General Beaulieu) who 
commanded this Auftrian corps, caufed feveral 
pieces of cannon to be placed at the end of the 
bridge which enfiladed it, whilft fome other pieces 
placed on the right and left took it by a crofs 
fire. He would not allow the bridge to be bro- 
ken down, not imagining that the French would 
under fueh citcumftances venture to attack 
it. Buonaparte had not attempted to force it, 
becaufe the whole of his army was not yet ar- 
rived; but as foon as the major part of it had 
joined him, he aflembled his General ofiicers, 
and' communicated to them the refolution he had 
formed of florming the bridge. The plan was 
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unanimoufly difapproved of by his Generals. 
Buonaparte obftinately perfifting in this rafh de- 
fign, affembled a council of grenadiers, to whom 
he made an animating fpeech which determined 
them to undertake the attack. \^Note 3.] 4,000 
grenadiers and carabiniers formed themfelves 
into a folid column, and marched towards the 
bridge. As foon as they arrived at its extre- 
mity, they were received by a terrible difcharge 
of grape (hot, which it was impoffible to with- 
ftand. They fell back with great lofs, returned 
twice to the charge, and were again forced back 
by the fire of the Auftrian cannon, which en- 
filading the bridge, were difcharged all at once 
clofe upon them as foon as they had fet foot 
on it; The French had already fufFfered enorm- 
oufly, and it might have been expefted that they 
would have abandoned this defperate under- 
taking. But Buonaparte perfevering in his re- 
folution, ordered frefli troops to re-inforce the 
column engaged in the attack. Six Generals 
putting themfelves at its head, animated them 
by their example, inflamed them by their words, 
and led them back to the charge. Taking ad- 
vantage of a moment, when the thxcknefs of the 
1 i 2 fmoke 
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fmoke prodaced by the inceflant fire, prevented 
the Auftrian^ from perceiving and making ^ 
general difcharge upon the French ; ^hc latter 
rufhed upon the brid^e^ croffed it wi^h rapidity^ 
and falling impetuoufly upon the troops and can* 
lion which defended its extremity, overthrew the 
one and made themfelve^ mailer^ of the other* 
The bridge being forced, all the other columns 
inftantly paffed it to fupport the former. This 
a£iion equally brilliant and unexpe£ted, difcon- 
^erted the Auftrians, w^p abandoned their 
ground,, finding themfelves too weak to defend 
it, and began their retreat. It was prote6ted by 
the Neapolitan cavalry, wMch gained infinite 
honour on thi^ day. They charged the f rencl^ 
infantry feveral times, ulways with courage^ an4 
fometimes with fuccefs. They fliewed them- 
felvesi by the good countenance which they pre- 
ferved, and the judicioufnefs of their move- 
ipents, equal to the beft veteraa troops. 

Buonaparte wrote to the direSory that the 
allies had loft in this a6tion 2,500 men, of which 
1,000 were made prifoners, a.nd that he had 
taken 400 horfes and 20 pieces of cannon. He 
^d the effrotatery to pretend that this battle co{^ 

Jnim 



( «4« ) 

hbn only 400 men; and certainly never did be 
give ampre glaring proof of Uie falfeneft of hi^ 
accounts. The Ipfs fuSered by bis army on that 
pccafion was univerfally eftimated at 4,000 men; 
and by fome ^ven greater. The very nature of 
|he engagemeqt rendered it more bloody than any 
of the preceding a^on^ and the French thenv- 
felves confidered it as the warmeft conteft' during 
the campaign. It was abfolutely impoifible that 
they ihould b^ otherwife than great fufierers on the 
bridge of Lodi, where they wei^c thundered upon 
without intermiffion by artillery and mufquetry; 
and if they were three times compelled to fell back| 
it was undoubtedly in confequence of the terrible 
fire to which they were e^cpofed, and of the great 
havock which it occafipned in their ranks. 

One cannot however help acknowledging the in- 
trepidity with which the French accomplifted diis 
perilous undertaking. It wa$ a ftriking proof with 
how much indifference the French Generals thro# 
away their foldiers lives. By makii^ other difpofi- 
tionsji and by the delay of a few days, Buonaparte 
might have crofled the Adda with as little I06 ai 
he fdftained at the paffagc of (he Po. He wouMnot 
indeed have had fuch brilliant tbitjgs to relate^; 
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but he would have preferved fome thoufands of his 
foldiers. He would have acquired lefs glory, but 
he would have (hewed more real patriotifm. He 
forgot that the leading principle of the greateft 
Generals, was to fpare the blood of their foldiers-; 
^nd that they only confidered thofe as true vic^ 
tories in which they had but a fmall lofs to lament. 
The void created in the French army by the batde 
of Lrodi, was quickly filled up by reinforcements 
drawn from the army of Kellermann, whofe pre» 
fence in Savoy was rendered unneceffary by the 
peace concluded with the King of Sardinia, 

As foon as Mr. de fieaulieu had found himfelf 
obliged to retire upop the Adda, he . felt the ne- 
ceffity of quickly recalling thofe troops which he 
had on the Tefin, and at Milan. After having left 
1,800 men in the citadel, the. Auft nans evacuated 
that town on the 10th of May, and the French to 
the number of 4,000 men, commanded by General 
Maflena, entered it on the 11th. On the day fol- 
lowing Buonaparte made a triumphal entry into the 
town, in the midft of the acclamations of the popu- 
late, and efcorted by a numerous cavalcade of 
troops, and carriages filled with the principal in- 
habiunts of Milan. He paffed feveral days in that 
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place indulging himfelf in feafts, balls, and all forts 
of pleafures. He received there greater honours 
than the Auftrian Princes, Governors of the Mi* 
lanefe, had ever exa£ted. He lodged in the palace 
of the Archduke, who had left it a few days before. 
After having enjoyed his triumph, and fhared with 
the Commiffaries of the Executive Dire£lory the 
incenfe oifered up by the inhabitants of Milan, 
they employed themfelves in attending to the in* 
tereft of the Republic. They impofed a contribution 
of 20,000,000 of livres (8oo,oool.) on Lombardy, 
as the price of that liberty which they came to give 
them; and granted a fufpenfion of arms to the Duke 
of Modena for the fum of 10,000,000 of livres 
(40O5O00I.) to be paid eithe|?in fpecie or in military 
ftores, without forgetting *o ftipulate the gift of 
twenty valuable paintings. ; 

On the 20th of May^' Buonaparte addreffed a 
proclamation to his army, in which, after having 
extolled its lale exploits, he announced thofc which 
he ftill expe£led from it. He called for its vengeance 
againft the Neapolitans, the deftroyers of Toulon, 
and on the inhabitants of Rome, the affaffins of 
Baffeville. [JVb^e 4.J He made it fear to find a 
Capua in Lombardy ; and in imitation of Annibal, 
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te Whbm Italian ftattdy did not fecaiPe to coiiiiAfift 
him, he promifcd to his fdkiicrs the conqueft of 
Rome, and the fpoils of Italy; . . 

Ani^ious to fee this laft promif^ realized^ fcarce* 
ly had his troqps lentelred Lombardy, than they 
gave tbemfelvcs up to pillage, violence, and eveiy 
^>eciesofdiforden Their rapacity, their contempt 
©f religiou* ceremonies^ and above all their licen-^ 
tious Gondufi towards the women, exafpferated thd 
inhabitants to the higheft pitch. They cotild not 
fupport futh accumulated outrages, and they re- 
venged themfelves like Italians. On the sissd of 
May a general infurrcftion broke Out againft tht 
French. The towns and villages armed themfelves ' 
at the found of the tocfink The national cockade 
was trampled under foot; the trees of liberty were 
cut down, and all the Republicans found in fmsllf 
parties were maifacred. It was at Milan^ Lodi^ 
Varezc, and Pavia, that thegreateft fury was Ihewn^ 
and that the fiery and vindiftive charafter of the 
Italians di(played itfelf in all its violence. The in^ 
habitants of Pavia, affifted by 5 or 6,000 peafants^ 
farrounded the French garrifon, difarmed, and took 
k prifonen The people of Milan were not fo for* 
tunatc in a fimilar attempt. The French, more 
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numerous than at Pavia, dirperfed the inrurgents, 
after having killed a vaft number of them. Buona- 
parte had already begun his march againft the Au- 
ftrians, when he heard of this unexpeQed infur- 
reftion. He returned immediately, and ordered 
troops to march againft thofe places where the in- 
furgents chiefly aflembled. He caufed the village 
of Binafco to be burnt,, put a hundred of its in- 
habitants to the fword, and marched himfelf with a 
powerful corps againft the town of Pavia. [Note 5.] 
He found the gates of it ihut ; and having in vain 
fummoned the inhabitants to open them, he caufed 
(hem to be beaten down with cannon. The French 
then fpread themfelves through the ftreets, killed 
. every one they met, delivered the garrifon which 
was prifoner, and pillaged the town. Thefe rigor- 
ous punilhments foon quelled the infurreQion. The 
Commiffaries and Generals of the French arrefted 
in all the towns the moft confiderable perfons, 
caufed a great number of them to be fhot, difarmed 
the inhabitants of Lombardy, and treated iC more 
and more as a conquered country. 

After the battle of Lodi, General Beaulieu, too 

weak to difpute any longer the poffeflion of the 

Milanefe, and to fupport the infurre£lion of its 
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inhabitants, thought of nothing more but ot covering 
Mantua, and of keeping up his communication with 
Germany. For this purpofe he took a good pofi* 
tion on the Mincio, his right extending to the lake 
of Garda, and his left to Mantua. ' 

Buonaparte made different movements vvith his 
troops tp induce Mr. de Beaulieu to believe, that 
he wifhed to go round the lake of Garda by Salo 
and Riva, in order to make himfelf mailer of the 
road to Tyrol. But whilft he was making thefe 
feints, he attacked the Auftrian pofts on the Mincio, 
on the 30th of May, and efFeQed the paflage of that 
river near Borghetto. In the mean time, one 
column of his army direfled its march towards 
Pefchiera and Caftelnuovo, with the intention of 
cutting off Mr. de Beaulieu from the road to Ve- 
rona and Trente. As the latter movement might 
have deprived this General of every future means 
of retreat, he was no longer at liberty to defer it. 
He was compelled to give up all communication 
with Mantua, and to leave that place to rely on 
itfelf. Happily he had had time to fupply it with pro* 
vifions, and to render it capable of making a good 
defence. He garrifoned the town with 12,000 
men, and marched towards the Adige with the 
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remainder of his army. He pafled that river, routed 
a corps of the enemy which was purfuing him, tra- 
verfed the ftates of Venice, and retired into the 
narrow paffes of the Tyrol. There he took poft 
with about 14,000 men, \yhich was all that re- 
mained of his army. 

The condufl of Mr. de Beaulieu, after the French 
had pafTed the Po, deferves praife. Conftantly 
attacked and purfucd by a viClorious army, double 
in numbers to his own, he fuftained feveral batdes 
with credit, if not with fuccefs, and effefted his 
retreat with order and with but little lofs. He ren- 
dered Mantua in a fhort time, capable of making a 
long defence, and by thofe means he preferved a 
poffibility to the Auftrians of returning with ad- 
vantage into Italy, of which Mantua, in a military 
point of view, is the capital. In fpite of all the 
manoeuvres made on his right and left by the 
French with a view to furround, and cut him off 
from the road to Germany, Mr. de Beaulieu gained 
the defiles of the Tyrol with his litde army, and 
made excellent difpofitions for defence. 

The retreat of the Auftrians into the Trentin, 

having left Buonaparte mafter of his movements in 

Italy, he took advantage of it to fpread his troops 
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in it, and to raife contributions. Knowing that 
much time would elapfe before the Imperialifts 
could affemble a new army, he wiihed in this in-' 
terval to take advantage of his viQories, and to find 
the means of making frelh conquefts in thofe 
countries which he had already fubdued. He was 
defirous above all to detach the King of Naples 
from the coalition, and even the Pope, whofe ftates 
were, by the retreat of the Auftrians, at the mercy 
of the French. His wiihes were quickly fatisfied^ 
and even anticipated. The King of Naples pro- 
pofed a fufpenfion of arms, to which Buonaparte 
the more readily agreed, as the diftance of that 
Prince's ftates protefted them from the menaces of 
the French, at leaft by land, and becaufe by draw- 
ing off his troops from the Auftrian army, the latter 
would become ftill weaker. The King of Naples 
might injure the French, but had nothing to fear 
from them. The conditions of the armiftice, there- 
fore, which was concluded on the 4th of June were 
not grievous to that Prince. They were reduced 
to a ftipulation, that his troops ihould feparate 
from thofe of the Emperor^ which happened foon 
after. 

The 
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The Pope was, with refpeft to the French, in a 
much more unfavourable poiition, both as to the 
fituation of his dominions, his means of refiftancei 
and in every other refpeft. Buonaparte entered the 
dominions of his Holinefs on the 19th of June, 
and' took poffeffion of the towns of Bologna and 
Ferrara, as well as of fort Urbino. He threatened 
to make farther advances into the territories of the 
church, and there was nothing that could prevent 
him from doing fo. The Pope, who had not a doubt 
of the extreme rigour with which the french would 
exercife the rights of conqueft- upon his dominions, 
and knew how much they defired to annihilate both 
his fpiritual and temporal power, battened to avert 
the impending ftorm, by offering to confent to 
any conditions which might be impofed upon him» 
Whatever might have been the inclination of Buo* 
naparte to invade the territories of the church, and 
whatever was the facility with which he might 
Jiave done fo: yet he felt that it would be danger* 
ous to engage himfelf farther on, whilft he left 
behind him Mantua, the Cattle of Milan, and 
Lombardy, the inhabitants of which might revolt 
again in his abfence. He etteemed it therefore 
more prudent, as well as more convenient to enjoy 
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without danger all the facrifices, by which the Pope 
offered to purchafe his neutrality. This was 
granted him, on condition that he Ihould pay to 
France 21,000,000 of French livres (/*900,ooo) 
and that he Ihould deliver up to the commiflaries of 
the Republic 100 paintings, as well as 200 pre- 
cious manufcripts; that the French trdops fhould 
rcniain in poffeffion of the towns of Ferrara and Bo- 
logna, [Note 6.] and of fort Urbino; that the Citadel 
of Ancona [Note 7.] fhould be delivered up to them, 
and that the Pope fhould recall or fet at liberty 
thofe of his fubjefls, who had been profcribed or 
imprifoned, as guilty of fedition, and revolutionary 
praftices. [Noie. 8. j 

The French found in the towns of Bologna, Fer- 
rara, Modena, and Urbino 200 pieces of heavy ar- 
tillery, and all the military ftores of which they 
were in want, to enable them to befiege Mantua. 
Several artifts were fent from Paris, who chofe in the 
abovementioned towns, and in thofe of Milan, 
Pavia, Parma, and Placentia, all the moft precious 
monuments of the arts, which were to be found, 
and fent them to Paris. Thus did the French 
plunder Italy, as the Romans had formerly plun- 
dered Greece. 

The 
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The mhabitants of the Imperial Fiefs, irritated 
by the vexations and infolence of the French fol- 
diers, took up arms againft them, killed fome, and 
befieged thofe who formed the Garrifon of Ar- 
quata. Buonaparte fent a body of troops againft 
thefe infurgents, caufed a great number of them to 
be fhot ; and ff veral villages to be burnt. He load- 
ed this fmall country with heavy impofitions, and 
fubjeQed it to all the rigours of military defpotifm. 

The Directory wiftied to take advantage of the 
moment, when its army was without a rival in Italy, 
to deftroy in every refpefl the power of its ene- 
mies. Indifferent as to the choice of means, and 
caring little whether they were juft, provided they 
were advantageous, it gave a glaring proof how lit- 
tle dependance was .to be placed on the treaties which 
it contrafted. Regardlefs of that which had juft 
been concluded with the grand Dqke of Tufcany, 
and regretting fincerely that it could no longer treat 
that Prince as an enemy, the Direflory ordered 
, Buonaparte to take poffeflion of the town of Leg. 
horn. That General confequently marched his 
troops into die territory of the Grand Duke, and 
with a view to conceal their real deftination fpread 
a report that thefe troops were intended to pene- 
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tcate into the foutbem parts of the Ecclefiaftical 
States. But they fuddenly turned to the ri^ht^ and 
entered Leghorn on the 27th. of June. [^NoU 9.] 
They drove the Governor, whom they did not find 
fufficiently obedient^ out of the place, and fubfti- 
tuted themfclves inltead of the forces of the Grand 
Duke. That Prince jn vain madejreprefentations 
upon the violation of his territory and neutrality* 
The powerful arguments of the ftrongeft, and 
that fupreme law the interefts of the French Re- 
public were oppofed to him. It did not however 
reap all the advantages from that expedition, which 
its chiefs had promifed themfclves. The Engliik 
had been warned of what was preparing againft them, 
and their fliips had time to leave the port, carrying 
off" the greateft part of the magazines and effefls be- 
longing to the Government, and to the merchants 
of that country. Greatly difappointed at feeing 
their intended prey efcape, the French, to make 
themfclves amends, impofed a heavy contribution 
on every thing in that town^ which was fufpefted to 
be Engliih property, and fummoned the inhabitants 
under the moft fevere penalties to denounce what- 
ever they kpew to belong to the Engliih. By this 
means they did not fail to draw pretty confiderable 
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)^rofit froitt the taking of Lcghoirh; and they gained 
befides their chief objeft, which was to fhut the 
pott oi that town againft the fleets, both military 
and niercantile ojf the Englifil. 

About the fame time the Friench ekperienced 
Gtfrefii the juft tibnfeiqtiencies of the rapine and 
Vexations ^il^hich they exercifed upon the conquered 
countries. iThe inhabitants of a part of Romagna^ 
driven to defpair by all which they were condemned 
to giV^, aild to fuffer^ armed themfelves to the 
i^umberof (everal thoufands, fell upon and maffa- 
cred the French dietachments employed in laying 
wafte t^ir cotmtry. Buonaparte Who did not 
chufe to let this infurk-eCtbn go impuniflied, fent 
an additional number of troops, who killed feveral 
hundreds of the unfortunate Peafants^ and burnt 
the town of Liigo, as well as feveral villages [^Note 
to.} Thefe fanguinary said barbarous executions, 
although in part juftified by the rights of war, raifed 
a hatred and a defire of vengeance in all thofe parts 
tl Italy occupied by the French to thehigheft 
pitchy A great number of them fell viftims in 
c^i&quencc, and the Italian ftilctto feconded by 
the cfimate, and the intemperance of the French 
concurred as powerfully as the Auftrian fword, 
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to the great confumption of men in the French army 
in Italy. 

Whilft Buonaparte was thus exercifing his em* 
pire in thatcountry,pofleflinghimfelf of its fpoiIs,and 
rendering himfelf an objeft of fear and hatred, his 
troops were carrying on the iieges of Mantua, and 
of the caftle of Milan. The latter place furrendered 
on the 29ih of June, twelve days after the trenches 
were opened. The garrifon commanded by Ge- 
neral Lami, were made prifonexs of war. I have 
not entered into any detaik of this fiege, becaufe 
it exhibited nothing remarkable, brought on no 
(!:onnderable a£lion, and was attended with little 
blood Ihed on either fide. [Note ii.] 

Buonaparte being in want of the artillery ne- 
ceflary for carrying on a fiege, and of the requi- 
fite ftores, had been compelled to content himfelP 
after the retreat of Mr. de Beaulieu into the TyrcJ, ' 
with invefting the town of Mantua ; and he even 
had not been able to form the blockade but at' 
a great diftance on account of the peculiar fituartio0. 
of the place. 

Mantua has fo much occupied the attention 
of Europe, has been the aim of fo many efforts, 
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has caufed fuch an efFufion of blood, and has fo 
long held in fufpence the fate bf Italy, that thofe 
readers who are not well acquainted with the 
topographical and military fituation of that town, 
may not be difpleafed to find here a dcfcription 
of it. . . 

This town which boafts of having been founded 
by the Etrurians before the Trojan war, is fituated 
upon a lake formed by the Mincio, twenty Italian 
miles in circumference, and two miles broad. It 
is large, well built, and contains a great number of 
churches, of which fome are very richly decorated. 
At the time when it ftill belonged to the Dukes of 
Mantua l[Note 12.] who refided there, it reckoned 
upwards of 50,000 inhabitants; it does not now 
poifefs half that number* It has always been for- 
tified, and its fituation has made it confidered in 
all Italian wars as the moil important fortrefs in 
that country. It has fuftained feveral fieges, and 
whenever it has furrendered, it has been more in 
confequence of a blockade and want of provifions 
than of open force, or the regular operations of art. 
Its chief means of defence confifts lefs in itsfi:»tifica- 
tionS) than in the difficulties oppofed to the approach 
L 1 2 and 



and attacks of an enemy. The town being entireljf 
furroundcd by water and inarlhes, is only to be 
arrived ;^t by three bridges or principal cs^ufeways, 
which are covered by works raifed at each of their 
extremities. It communicate^ by thefe caufeway^ 
with the fuburbs of St* George, St. Anthony, and 
la Favorite, which being capable of defence^ mud 
be carried by an enemy bef(^e h? can approach the 
town. If once the be^egers make themfelves ma^ 
ters of thefe fuburbs, they tnay ca^Iy form and 
maintain the blockade of Mantua, but ihey are 
fcarcely more advanced towards the f(Mrmationofare-r 
gular fiege, as they can o^ly open the treiiches upoa 
the narrow front of the cs^vfeways which lead intq 
the town. The waters of the |ake fUgnadng ii^ 
fummer, the place tl^en becomes very unwhole* 
fome, and thof^ of the inhabitaJTits who are in cafy 
circipnftances generally leaye il at thai tjme. Thi^ 
^nwholefomenefs is not the leaQ of it« means of 
defence : for it is impoffible tq befiege U widiout 
rtflunig the total deftniflion of an army by ficknefs. 
In almoft every fiege this pl^ce has iuftained, pef* 
tilemial fevers have made great ravages, both a- 
mon^ft the aflaitanu and defenders of it 
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Thefe confideratjons did not deter General Buoh 
naparte, who h^d been taught by paft fuccefles tQ 
^e confident of future oi^cs. After having car? 
jied fome out pofts of the tovn^ he opened the 
Frenches before it onthp ^8th of July. But the 
difficulties attending the fiege, (he fevers which 
|H-oke out In his army^ and (he fuccei^ful fcotie; 
of the garrifqn, rendfsred thie prpgrefs of (he French 
extremely flow, and enabled the Count jie Cantq 
fi'lrleS) who cominanded in tl)e tqwn, to defend it 
lllitil relieved^ 
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CHAP. IIL 

A new army ajfcmhlcd hy the Aujlrians in Italy under 
the command of Field Marjhal Wurmfer-^Opera^ 
iions and Jirjl fuccejfes of that General—The fiege 
of Manilla raifed by Buonafarte^Comflete defeat 
of the corps of General Quofdanovich-^Defeai of 
Mr, de Wurmfer at CaJliglioneSecond defeat--- 
Repaffmg of the Mincio and the Adige^ and re- 
entrance of the defiles of Tyrol^New infurreBion 
againfl the French-^Plan formed by the French to 
unite all their armies in Germany—Battle of Ro- 
veredo—ABion at Baffanq— Arrival of Marjhal 
Wurmfer at Mantua—Peace made by the ^ing of 
ffaples -with the French Republic— Refufal by the 
Pope of the conditions of peace prefcribed by them— 
Revolt of the inhabitants of the Dutchies of Modern^ 
Bologne^ and Ferrara—Oripn of tfu Cifpadan 
Republic, 

JL HE defe£lion of the King of Sardinia, and 

the lofs of the Milanefe, which refulted from it, 

made known to the Court of Vienna when too late 

/ the 
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the infufficiency of the troops which it had fcnt inta 
Italy. As it could not poffibly acquiefce in leaving 
lb valuable a part of its dominions as Lombardy in 
the hands of the French, it refolved to make the 
greateft efforts for the recovery of that country. All 
the troops ftatroned in Caritithia and Styria were 
fent by forced marches into the Tyrol. The in- 
habitants of the latter country having Ihewa a dif- 
pofition to arm themfelves for the defence of it, 
fome thoufands of them were equiped and formed 
into corps of chaffeurs, a fort of fervice to which 
the Tyrolians are extremely well adapted. As all 
thefe different reinforcements would not however 
have made Mr. de Beaulieu's army fufEciently ftrong 
to efiable him to renew offenfive operations, the 
Cabinet of Vienna, attending to the moft preffing 
concern, facrificed its plan of a campaign beyond 
the Rhine, to its perfonal and immediate intercft in 
Italy, Field Marlhal Wurmfer, whd commanded 
the Imperial ^army of the Upper Rhine, received an 
Older to fet off* with more than 30,000 effeftivemen 
for Italy, and there to replace General Beaulicu. 
The months of June and July pafled away before 
thefe different corps of troops could form a junAion, 
or be fufficiently recovered from the fatigues of fo 
¥ ~ long 
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long a niaf cl), and put in a ftatc: to a£l. Ten thbii- 
fand men out of the gcdoo who had come from thci 
army of the Rhine, vrere left in the fiiihopric o^ 
Infpruclt to oblerVe a French corps, iVhich menaced 
it; and on the 2gth of July Marfhal Wurmfer be- 
gan his march againft the French, at the head of ad 
army of 47,006 men. He divided it into thretf 
{principal bodies That of the tig^t, confifting of 
17 battalions and 14 fquadrons, direded its march 
along the lake of Garda to SaLo and Brefeia : that 
of the left cemmanded by General Mezaros, con« 
lifting of 5 battalions and 7 fquadrons, marched by 
Legnago towards the Po ; whilll Marfiial Wurmfet 
with 29 battalions, and 14 fquadrons, commanded 
by Generals Mehs and Daridovich^ advanced to 
the Mincio with the center^ to attack in front the 
enemy's army between Mantua and Tefcfaiera* 

This difpofition met at firft with the greateft 
fuccefs. The column on the right under the orders 
of General Quofdanovich, being divided into feveral 
fmali columns, furprifed and forced the important 
pofts of Salo and Brefcia^ where it made prifoners 
i2)0oo men, three Generals as well as a great num« 
ber of officers* The next morning this corps 
advanced on the roads from Brefcia to Mantua^ 

an^ 
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and Verona to take the French on their rear, and 
to &vour the attack made by the center colanm. 

Thi$ latter had not been lefs fuccefsful in what it 
had undertaken. On the ^gth and 30th it fcxrced 
all the enemy V pofts along the Adige, took I9500 
men as well a$ 10 pieces of cannon, and drove back 
the French as far as the Mincio. 

Buonaparte being vi6loriou{]y attacked at aU 
points, and threatened with being furrounded by 
the Auftrian columns, in the night of the stftj 
precipitately raifed the fiege of Mantua, which was 
fo far advanced that the approaches were wiihin 100 
paces of the covered- way. The garrifon attentive 
to all the movements of the befiegers made a vigor- 
ous fortie wbilft they were retiring; fell upon their 
rear guard, took 600 men, and made themfelves 
mailers of all their artillery, and all the ammunition 
of the fiege, confiding of 134 cannons and mortars, 
and 140,000 (hells or balls. It eioployed itfelf im< 
mediately in deftroying. the works, which had been 
xaifed either for the pur^ofe of the fiege, or for thofe 
of the blockade. — Placed between the two columns 
of Generals Wurmfer and-Quofdanovich, Buona- 
parte faw the whole danger of his fituation, and was 
fenfible that if he gave thefe two Generals time to 
M m form 
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form a jun3ion) and to combine their attacks^ it 
would be almoft impoffible for him to make head 
againft both of them at once. He then took the 
only courfe which could fave his army, and pre- 
ferve the Milanefe. He judged that by concentrat- 
ing hi-s forces, and advancing rapidly againft the 
corps of Mr. de Quofdanovich, he might defeat him 
before he could be fuccoured by Mr. de Wurmfer. 
Inconfequence of this plan Buonaparte marched 
on . the 30th at night with the greateft part of his 
forces again Mr. de Quofdanovich, whofe corps was 
divided, and Rationed at feveral diflPerent points, by 
which he was endeavouring to rejoin Mr. de Wurm- 
fer. Buonaparte caufed all thefe detachments to be 
aitacked fucceflively at Lonado, Montechiaro, De^ 
zenzano, Brefcia and Salo, on the 31ft of July, 
the ift, 2d, and 3d of Auguft. Some of thefe 
anions were to the advantage of the Auftrians, but 
the greater number to that of the French^ * The 
moft obftinate and moft bloody of all was that 
which took place on the 3d before Dezenzano. 
4,000 Auftrians being attacked by 10,000 French, 
defeated them, and made prifoner a General, and 
fome hundreds of men. But the French corps 
having rallied and having been reinforced by frefli 
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troops, re-attacked the Auftrians. The latter made 
a long and courageous refiftance ; but being at laft 
overpowered by numbers, by heat, and the fatigue 
occafioned by a condnued march of four days and 
four nights, were almoft all killed or made prifoners. 
The Auftrian regiment of Klebeck loft on this 
occafion more than 1,000 men, who were deprived 
of all bodily ftrength either to defend themfelves, 
or even to fly. After a feries of aQions for four 
days, the different corps of Mr. de Quofdanovich's 
columns were entirely defeated, difperfed, and 
obliged to make their efcape as they could into the 
itiountains of the Tyrol. Near one half was' killed, 
or fell into the hands of the French ; who purchafed 
however thefe advantages by the lofs of a great 
number of men, and of feveral Generals. 

Delivered from one part of his enemies, and 
having no longer any thing to fear for his rear, im- 
mediately after the firft fucceffes obtained againit 
Mr, de Quofdanovich, Buonaparte, leaving only 
a fmall body of troops completely to drive this 
General back into the Tyrol, haflened his return 
with about 28,000 men to go againft Marihal 
Wurmfer. The latter, after having pafled the 
Mincio, was advancing with 18,000 men, to en* 
M m a deavour. 
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thcmfelves in order, and polling themfelves ad- 
vantageoufly. The Auftrians on the other hand 
made no new difpofition, and remained in the bad 
iituation in which they had engaged the day before. 
They contented themfelves with forming the plan 
of a general attack for the 7th. But Buonaparte 
did not wait for it, and haflened to take advantage 
of the fuperiority of his force, and the faults of his 
enemies. On the 5th in the morning he attacked 
with vigour the whole line of the Auftrians, whofe 
left he had turned^ and whofe rear was threatened 
by General Serrurier, who was coming from the 
Po with one divifion. The Auftrians fought with 
their ufual valour, but every advantage was fo en- 
tirely on the fide of the French, that viftory could 
not efcape them. If they had fucceeded in piercing 
into the plain, all had been over with the, Auftrian 
army. All the officers who were about Mr. de 
Wurmfer preffed him for a long time in vain to 
give orders for a retreat, which was become indif- 
penfable. This brave, but too old commander, 
could not bring himfelf to decide on it. The 
Englifli X^olonel Graham had at length the good 
fortune to determine him to it, and thus to fave 
the Auftrian army from total deftruQion. But the 

French 
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French had already gained fo many advantages, 
and the ground was fo favourable for them, that 
the retreat could not be made without great dif- 
order and lofs. It coft them near 3,000 men in 
killed wounded and prifoners, 30 pieces of cannon, 
and a great number of ammunition waggons. The 
Auftrians repafled this Mincio on the fame day 
at Valeggio, and encamped near that town. On 
the next and the following days they continued their 
retreat, during which they had to fuftain many 
aftions, which coft them fome hundreds of men 
.more, as well as fome pieces of cannon. They 
did not ftop till they reached the entrance into the 
Tyrol, to which Mr. de Wurmfer brought back 
not much more than half of his army. However, 
.notwithftanding the difafters which this General ex- 
perienced, he attained his principal objeQ, which 
was to relieve Mantua. During the five or fix 
days that he was in full cdmmunication with this 
city, he had thrown into it confiderable fupplies of 
provifions and ammunition, recruited the garrifon, 
and again ^enabled this place to refift a long blockade. 
Thus terminated this expedition, the preparations 
for, and firft evaits of which, feemed to promife to 
the Auftrians the recovery of the Milanefe, The firft 
' ^ ' dit 
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diipoiktons made by Marflial Wufmfcr ,wcrc ex* 
celteiH and perfcSly executed. The reverfes 
which followed may be afcribed priocipally to two 
cauies: ift. To the ufelefs diverfion which Mr. 
dc Wurmfer caufed General Mezaros to make, 
whofe coq>$ never fired a Ihot. 2d. To bis iro- 
prudence in advanctbg wkh too faiall a force be« 
yond the Mincio, though he bad every reafon to 
beliere dut Mr. de Quofdanovich had bees de- 
feated* If the Marftal, faiisfied with having in 
great part accdcnplifiied his objed by the deliver- 
ance of Mantua, had, refting his left agpinft this 
place, continued behind the Mincio, he might 
have defended the pai&ge of this river, have re- 
ceived all the re-infotx:enients which he expe&ed, 
coileded the remains of QuofiJanovich'scoips, and 
in a fliort time have formed a powerful army, and 
fupcrior in number to that of the French. Then he 
might have pafied the Mincio in force, and have 
advanced beyond that river with advantage, and 
a prob9i>ility of fuccefs. 

B^^napaite, with no kfs expedition than judge- 
ment, took advantage of the faults and of die fepara- 
tion of the Generals Wurmfer and Qooliianovich, 
gained two inarches on the former, and &U ai> 

. expeftedly 



( «73 ) 

cxpeQedly en the corps of the latter, which being 
too much extended, was eafily defeated and diffipated. 
The French General executed on this occafion the 
fame manoeuvre, to which he had before owed, 
and has owed fince, fo much fuccefs. He was alfo 
particularly affifted by the prefervation of the fort 
of Pefchiera, which defends the point of the Lake 
of Garda, at the fpot from whence the Mincio iffues, 
a fort which the Auftrians could not get poffeffion 
of, and which a good deal embarrafled their move- 
ments. The accounts from Buonaparte made the 
lofs of the Auftrians amount, in this ihort but me- 
morable expedition, to 70 pieces of cannon, a ftiU 
greater number of ammunidon waggons, 6,000 men 
killed or wounded, and 15,000 made priloners. 
This ftatement was exagerated, but not fo much 
as many others that have been tranfmitted by this 
General. I have before me a particular account, 
furnifhed by each regiment to General Wurmfer, 
and fent by him to tlie aulic council of war. The 
refult is, that the Auftrians loft in thefe eight days 
of viSories and difafters, 1 7,000 men, of whom 
391 were officers. The lofs of the French however 
was not a great deal lefs ; it certainly amounted to 
10,000 men, of whom 4,000 were made prifoners. 
N n Their 
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Their army fuffcred alfo cruelly from the heat and 
the forced marches which it made, and was in little 
lefs diforder than that of their enemies. 

Buonaparte was in the courfe of this expedition 
twice in danger of being taken. The officer who 
commanded the Auftrian flotilla on the Lake of 
Garda, having on the 31ft of July defeated that of 
the French, difembarked his troops in the Pe- 
ninfula of Cermione, and placed them in ambufcade 
on the road from Brefcia to Pefchiera, His foldiers 
had orders not to fire, and to flop none but fuch 
as might feem to be of confequence. In the 
evening the Generals Buonaparte and Berthier with 
their ftaff returning from Brefcia, paffed along thfit 
road, preceded by three Huflars. The Croats 
who wfere in ambufcade, hearing fome cavalry 
arrive at a quick rate, fprung on the high road 
and fired on the three Huflars. Two of them 
they killed, but the third having been mifled, he 
turned his horfe and galloped off crying out,^ Ge- 
neral, fove your/elf: and the whole party turned 
about, fled with precipitation, and had the good 
fortune to efcape all the fhots that were fired at 
them. They returned to Brefcia and took another 
road, which obliged them to make a tour of feveral 
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leagues. On another occafion Buonaparte was 
within two minutes of being taken by the Auf- 
trian Huffars, at Goito, I dont think it ne- 
ceffary to enter into any detail to prove the 
falfenefs of the marvellous account fent at this 
time by, the French General to the Direftory. 
He wrote word, that being at Lonado with 
i,800 men, at the moment when 4,000 Aufttians 
were furrounding, this town, he fent them an 
order to lay, down their arms, which they in- 
ftantly obeyed. The improbability of this event 
makes it unneceflary to enter into any difcuffion 
about it. It was never heard of in the Auftrian 
army. 

The remainder of the month of Auguft paffed 
away without any event of importance. It was 
fpent by the refpeftive armies in recovering from 
their fatigues and their lofles. MarfhaJ Wurm- 
fer was entirely occupied in recruiting the great 
diminution fuftained by his army, which by the 
end of Auguft amounted to nearly 50,000 men. 
Buonaparte alfo received new re-inforcements 
from the army of Kellerman. He re-conftru6led 
the works neceflary for the blockade of Mantua, 
N n 2 and 
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and employed hiflifelf in providing the means to 
fecurc the accomplifhment of new defigns. 

Emboldened by the continual triumphs of their 
armies, and determined by the neceffity of main- 
taining them at the expence of Europe, the 
Chiefs of the French Republic conceived at 
once the projeft and the hope to unite on the 
banks of the Danube the three armies of Moreau, 
Jourdan, and Buonaparte, to invade the do- 
minions of the Houfe of Auftria, to annihilate 
its fupremacy over Germany, and to difpofc 
of the deftiny and riches of that^ vaft country.^ 
To realize this projefl as rafl^ as it was gigantic, 
it was neceffary that Buonaparte fhould deftroy 
the remainder of Wurmfer's army, fliould force 
the pafles of the Tyrol, and march into Bavaiia 
to form a juftion with Moreau. More confi- 
dent, more able, and above all more fortunate 
than any of the Republican Generals, he haf- 
tened to coacur ia the execution of this plan. 
[Note 13.] 

On the 4tH of September he attacked the 
whole line of the Auftrians, and was fortunate 
enough to force it^ after a refiftance which was 
pretty vigorous at fome points, but weak at 

others. 



1 



( ^77 ) 

others. He wrote word that he had taken on 
this occafion, 35 pieces of cannon, 50 ammu- 
nition waggons, 7 pair of colours, and 6,500 
men. He made himfelf matter of the city of 
Trent, and of a great part of the Dutchy of that 
name. 

At the fame time that Buonaparte was intent 
on penetrating into Germany, Marfhal Wurmfer 
being made acquainted with his defign, had 
formed that of difconcerting it by a diverfion 
and a new attempt for the delivery of Mantua. 
He had calculated that by advancing with a 
part of his army along the Brenta, and turning 
the rigju flank of the French, the latter would 
not dare to advance into Tyrol from the fear 
of feeing tbemfelves feparated from the troops, who 
were bcfieging Mantua. Mr. de Wurmfer had 
flatteTed himfelf that by this manoeuvre he fliould 
perhaps accomplifh the raifing the blockade of 
that place, and that at lead he (hould retain Buo- 
naparte in Italy. 

It happened that thefe two Generals com- 
menced their operations on the fame day, and 
the departure of Mr. de Wurmfer facilitated 
greatly the gaining the battle of Roveredo by 

Buo- 
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Buonaparte. The tatter learnt. with aftonifhment 
the march of the Ficild Marfhal ; and as that Gene- 
ral had imagined, Buonaparte in fpite of his laft 
advantages, was obliged to fufpend his march in 
Tyrol to follow Mr.de Wurmfer. He came up 
with his rear guard on the 7th of September at 
Primolano on the Brenta, defeated it, and took 
(as he wrote word) 10 pieces of cannon, and 4,000 
men. He continued his purfuit the next day, and 
arrived at Baflano the moment when Marfiial 
Wurmfer quitted it. The latter purfued his march 
with rapidity, evaded three divifions of the enemy 
who attempted to furround him ; defeated one of 
them at Cerea on the 1 ith, took 800 prifoners, and 
arrived at length under the walls of Mantua with 
about 1O5OOO men. The French attacked. him on 
the 13th; but he again defeated them, killed a 
great number of men, and took 1,500 prifoners, 
with 10 pieces of cannon. 

The junftion of Mr. de Wurmfer with the gar^ 
rifon of Mantua augmented its means of refiftance 
in cafe of a fiege, but dimiiiifhed in the fame pro- 
portion thoje which it could oppofe to a blockade, 
fince the number of moudis to feed was confiderably 
increafed. Accordingly, Mr, de Wurmfer thought 
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left of attacking the enemy than of procuring the 
greateft poffible quantity of provifions and forage. 
With this view he made during the month of 
Oftober feveral excurfions in the environs of 
Mantua. This occafioned feveral engagements with 
various fuccefs, of which the only efFeS was to 
ftraiten the Auftrians more or lefs in their pofition 
without the works of the place; they were of no 
importance in any other light. 

The unexpe6led operation executed by Mr, de 
Wurmfer, and the difafters which the French at 
the fame time experienced in Germany, obliged 
Buonaparte to renounce the defign of penetrating 
thither. He then led back the greater part of his 
army round Mantua, after leaving two corps, one 
in the Trentino, and the other in Frioul, to obferve, 
and keep in check the Auftrians in thefe two coun- 
tries. 

The month of Oftober furnifhed no great mili- 
tary events, but it prefented political occurrences of 
great confequence to the ftate of Italy, and to the 
further progrefs of the war in that country. Of two 
armiftices concluded in the month of June preced- 
ing between the French Republic on one fide, 
and the Pope and the King of Naples on the other, 
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the former was broken, and the fecond was changed 
into a treaty of peace. However it made no altera- 
tion in the relative lituation of the Republic and the 
King of Naples, and was properly fpeaking only a 
continuation of the armiftice. The King of Naples 
had been induced to conclude it by the folicitation 
of the Court of Spain, and by the fear that if the 
Englifli left the Mediterranean, the city of Naples 
would be expofed to the infults of the French fleet* 
The treaty of peace fecured him from this; and 
this was the only advantage which the King of the 
two Sicilies reaped from that treaty. To the French 
it was more profitable. They detached from the 
coalition the moft powerful Prince in Italy next to the 
Emperor, and had no longer reafon to apprehend 
that the King of Naples, who had for three months 
been organizing a numerous army, would fend a large 
body of troops acrofs the Pope's dominions to make 
a poweful diverfion in favour of the Auftrians, 
in the Dutchies of Ferrara and Modena. [A'brt? 14. J 
The Pope had taken advantage of the armiftice 
which he bad concluded with the French to com* 
mence negociations for peace. To efFefl this he 
made many advances to the French Government; 
but the latter was little difpofed to make peace with 
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» prince, from whom it had nothing to fear, afidtif 
whom it had refolved to make a prey. Unwilling 
however to- incur the odium of peremptorily re- 
futing the propofitions for peace made by the Pope, 
the Directory chofe rather to elude them, and 
caufed propofals for peace to be prefented to him, 
at once fo burdenfome and fo humiliating, that not- 
withftanding the invafion of his dominions, the dan- 
gers he incurred, and the weaknefs of his means of 
defence, he could not refolve to accept them. One 
is at a lofs which moft to wonder at, the defpotifm, 
the ignorance, or the folly, which diftated the 
thirty-three articks propofed by the French to a 
prince, who had never declared war againft them ; 
articles on which he was left no option but that of 
abfolute aiSent or refufah Never did any conqueror 
reduce his^ enemies to fuch extremities. It appears 
however that lus Holinefs, was only determined to 
a refufal, by thofe articles which concerned his eccla- 
fiaftical jurifdidion; the acceptance of which would 
have deftroyed the doctrine of his in&llibility, and 
the bafis of his Spiritual Empire. 

The French about the fame time began to 
realize their proje3, which had been long known, 
of forming republics in Italy* 
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They had delayed the execution of this plan, 
merely to gain fufficient time to reap the fruits of 
thqir viflories. They had begun by levying exor- 
bitant contributions in the conquered countries, 
and by completing the fupply of neceffaries requifite 
for the maintenance of their army. When they had 
exhaufted all the countries occupied by their troops, 
and had drawn from them, partly by contributions, 
partly by the fale of armiftices, every thing which 
they were capable of furniftiing, they proceeded to 
mature thofe feeds of infurreQion and democracy 
which they had fown in Italy. They excited the peo- 
ple to abjure the laws of their country, and to 
adopt the revolutionary forms of Government. 
They took care at firft not to call to independance the 
inhabitants of Lombardy, over whom they ftill wifhed 
to preferve the moft abfolute authority. They begao 
by caufing a revolt amongft the fubjefts of the Duke 
of Modena, whom they did not find fufficiently 
dependant on themfelves, notwithftanding die rigour 
of the armiftice which they had granted him. The in- 
habitants of the town of Reggio Were the firft to fet an 
example of infurreSion; this was quickly imitated by 
feveral towns throughout the Dutchy of Modena.: 
The troops of the Duke were driven out, his agents 
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were deprived of their offices, and his government 
was replaced by a democratic adminiftration. Its 
chiefs haftened to folicit the fupport of the pro- 
teflors of the liberties of the people, which was 
immediately granted them ; and notwithftanding the 
neutrality agreed upon with the Duke, that' Prince 
was declared in a Ihort time after to have loft the 
confidence of the French Republic. 

The example fet by the inhabitants of the Dutchy 
of Modena, and the certainty of being protefted by 
the French, encouraged the towns of Bologna and 
Ferrara to overturn their governments, and to put 
thcmfelves in a ftate of revolution. No time was 
loft by the French in rendering the revolt general, 
and in drawing from it all the advantages which they 
had promifed themfelves. They convinced the in- 
furgents of the neceffity of taking up arms if they 
wiftied to preferve their liberty, and pointed out to 
them how much it was their intereft to defend thofe 
who had enfured it to them. Thus they armed 
feveral thoufands of the inhabitants of the revolted 
countries, trained them to the military profefiion, • 
and joined them to their troops. The aim of the 
French was partly to compenfate by this reinforce- 
ment, for the exceflive diminution which their 
O o 51 army 
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syrmy had fuftakied in battle and through flcknefs; 
^nd to acquire an augmentation of forces to refill the 
new atuck prepared by the Auftrians. The French 
calculated that the fear of again falling into the 
power of their fovereign, would urg^ theie auxi- 
liaries to make the greateft efforts ; who though nof 
yet inured to war, had the great advantage of being 
proof againft the climate. The example of the 
French National Guards, who were become good 
troops in a ihort time, led them to fuppofe, that the 
habits of a camp, and a few engagements would have 
the fame effefl upon thofe of Italy, and would ren- 
der them capable of defending in future their own 
independence. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Tht Aujlrians ajftmhlt a fourth army in the Frioul 
' and Tyroly under the orders of Lieutenant Generals 
Alvinzy and Davidovich — Pojition andjlrength oj 
the French army — March of Mr. d* Alvinzy— Battle 
of Fonteniva—Succefs of Mr. Davidovich on tht 
Upper Adige^-BatUe of Arcokj and retreat of Mr. 
d]Alvinzy~New fuceffes of Mr. Davidovich—Ht 
is, compelled to retire to Alla—Caufes of the mis^ 
fortunes of the Aujlrians-— Favits committed by 
Generals Davidovich and Alvinty-^Able conduS of 
Buonaparte. 



HILST the French were thus fpreading com 
fufion throughout the northern parts of Italy, and 
were raifing up new enemies againft the Auftrians, 
the latter were colIe£ling the means of making 
a third attempt to refcue Mantua, and to re-conquer 
the Milanefe. All the regiments which had fufFered 
in the months of Auguft and September were re* 
inforced; and 25,000 frefli troops were fcnt into the 
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Frioul and ihe Tyrol. Thefe different corps found 
thcmfelves capable of afling by the end of Ofto- 
ber, and began to be in motion on the 31ft of the 
fame month, under the orders of Lieutenant General 
Alvinzy. This General fet out from Frioul with 
3O5OOO men, traverfed the Trevifano, and direQed 
his courfe towards the town of Baffano, fitualcd 
upon the river Brenta ; at the fame time that ano- 
ther corps of about 20,000 men, commanded by 
Lieutenant General Davidovich, left the environs 
of Botzen, marched along the Adige, and bore upon 
the tcwn of Trent, The French army was then 
diftributed in the following manner : 15,000 men 
occupied the banks of the Brenta/ 10,000 defended 
the approach to the town ^f Trent; 25,000 formed 
or covered the blockade of Mantua, where Mar- 
flial Wurmfer was Ihut up with more than 20,ooq 
men, wd 10,000 others, either French or Italians, 
were diftributed as garrifons in the towns of Milan, 
Bologna, Fcrrara, and Leghorn. 

In reciapitulating the numbers of the refpeQive 
forces, it appears that the Auftrians had nearly 
70,00Q men, and that the French had 60,000, of 
which only 50,000 cpuld be brought into aftioa, 
[^NoU 15.2 
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On the 3d of November, General Alvinzy 
arrived on the banks of the Brenta, forced the 
paflage of that river, and potted himfelf with 
12,000 men at Baflano. He placed a like num- 
ber at Fonteniva, under the orders of Lieute- 
nant General Provera, and the reft of his army ' 
was employed either in covering his left, or in 
forming his communication with Mr.Davidovich. 

In the night, of the 5th, Buonaparte left Vi- 
cenza, where he had re-united the diviGons of 
his army which occupied Ferrara, Legnago, 
Veroqa, and Montebello, and attacked the 
corps of General Provera on the morning of the 
6th. Both fides fought with the greateft ani- 
mofity, which rendered the combat for a long 
time doubtful, and at the fame time exceffive 
bloody. 4,000 Auftrians and an equal number 
of French, were either killed or wounded. 
One of the French Generals, called la Nuffe, 
was wounded and made prifoner. The Repub- 
licans fucceeded at length in driving back 
the Auftrians beyond the Brenta, and in break- 
ing down the bridge at Fonteniva. 

Generals Alvinzy and Provera, had drawn 
nearer to one another, and were preparing to 
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renew the engagement on the 7tb, whfn they 
perceived that the French had abarndoned the 
field of battle. Boufiaparte bad been induced 
to it, on hearing of the reverfes which his troops 
had fuftained in the Tremino. They had been 
defeated on the 2d and 3d by General Davido- 
vicb, who had taken 1,000 prifoners^ and had 
made himfelf mailer of the town of Trent. That 
General attacked the French again on the 6th 
and 7th, routed them after a very fmart aftion^ 
killed and wounded 2,000, took 1,000 more 
prifbners, and purfued the reft as far as Rivoli 
and la Corona. ^Ncte tS.^ 

I General Alvinzy wifhing to take advantage 
of the retreat of the French, and of their defeat 
in the Trentino, fet out on the 7th from the 
banks of the Brenta, continued his march the 
8th, and took poffeflSon of the town of Vicenza, 
which the French had abandoned. On the 9th 
and loth he ftill gained ground, and diflodged 
the enemy from Montebello, who retired be- 
tween that town and Verona. On the 11th, 
an aftion of no tonfequence took place with the 
advanced guards. On the i2th, the two armies 
found themfelves in prefcnce with each other, 
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and came to aftion. The French met with 
fome fuccefs at firft^ but they did not maintain it, 
and the aftion terminated in favour of the Auf- 
trians, who compelled their enemies to fall back 
into the town of Verona. The Republican Ge- 
neral Launay was killed in this affair, and two 
others were wounded. On the 13th, General 
Alvinzy made fome movements, in order to 
draw nearer to Mr. Davidovich, and to enable 
himfelf to combine/his operations with thofe of 
that General. In the night of the 13th Buo* 
naparte filed a large column of troops along 
the Adige, conftrufted a bridge of boats ovet* 
that river at Ronco, and marched towards Vii-' 
lanova. His projeQ; was to furprize the rear 
of the Auftrian army, and to carry off their 
baggage and their train of artillery ; but he could 
not fucceed in this attempt, having been flopped 
during his march by a corps of the enemy en-» 
trenched in the village of Arcole, which is fur- 
ounded with moraffes and canals. This ad* 
vantageous pofition was well defended by the 
Auftrian troops who occupied it, and inaintained 
by them the whole day, againft the attacks o£ 
almofl the whole French army. In vain did 
P p theic 
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their Generals put themfelves at the head of 
their columns, animate them by their words, and 
draw them on by their example: in vain did 
Genei'al Buonaparte harangue his foldiers, remind 
them of their viftory at Lodi, call for the fame 
exertions, and promife them the fame fuccefs : 
In vain did he lead them feveral times himlelf 
to the attack of the bridge of Arcole: overpow- 
ered by a dreadful fire of grape and mufquet fhot, 
they were compelled to give up all hopes of 
carrying the bridge and village of Arcole by ftorm;^ 
They were great fufferers in th'efe imprudent at^ 
t^cks in which five of their Generals were killed 
or wounded. Whilft Buonaparte obftinately 
pcrfifted in re-afl:ing the affair of the bridge of 
Lodi, and was facrificing without advantage to 
hirafelf the blood of his Generals and foldiers; a 
divifionofhis army which he had detached, had 
eroded the Adige much lower down. After 
^ having made an extenfi ve circjuit, in ordeir to 
turn the village of Arcole, it attacked thkt place 
on a weak pointy and made itfelf mafter of the vii- 
Lageinthe nighty where it took 5 piecesof cannon^ 
and 400 men. General Maffena at the fame 
time ob^aiited a flight advantage over a fmalt 
body of Auftrians. 

General 
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' General Alvinzy having advanced with all 
his forces upon the points menaced, promoted the 
views of Buonaparte, who wiflied to draw him i6* 
wards the lower Adige, in order to prevent his 
junflion with General Davidovirk The ap* 
proach of the Auftrians obliged the French to 
evacuate the village of Arcole in the night of the 
14th. In the morning V>f the 15th, an aQion was 
commenced which lafted the whole day, without 
having any decifive or even important refult. It 
was however of fame advantage to the French. 
On the following day the. 16th, the Auftrians at<- 
tacked the whole line of the French array. They 
at firft compelled the center and right wing of the 
enemy to give ground, but the French having 
rallied, and the Auftrians being unexpe£ledly 
taken infiank by a corps of troops concealed in a 
wood, and in the rear by another column which had 
turned their left, they were put to the rout, driven 
from the village of Arcole, and compelled to retire 
in difordcr to Bonifacio. 

In the account given by Buonaparte to the 
Direflory of thefe three engagements, he flated 
that he had made between 4 and 5,000 prifoners, 
lilled and wounded 8,600 men, and taken 18 
pieces of cannon. He concluded his letter with 
P p 2 at 
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aflurances that he fliould be mafter of Mantua within 
fifteen days. No doubt this eftimate of the lofs of 
ihe . Auftrians was^ exagerated ; their Generals how- 
ever acloiowledged it to have been very confider- 
able on thefe three days, and above all on the laft. 
But at the fame time they afferted, that that of the 
French was not inferior, which it is eafy to believe 
when we read even in the very letter of General 
Buonaparte, that it was in reality a combat a mart : 
that 15 of his Generals were killed or wounded, and 
that there were none who had not their cloaths 
pierced with bullets. All accounts a^ee in re» 
prefenting thefe three aQions as the mod bloody in 
the whole campaign. 

The Day after the battle of Arcole, the Aut 
trians retired towards Vicenza. They were feebly 
purfued by the French, who did not follow their 
viftory, either becaufe it had too much weakened 
them, or on account of the reverfes which they had 
fuftained on their left. With a view pstrtly to de- 
prive them of the fruits of the viflory of Arcole, 
General Davidovich attacked on the 17th the 
French Troops left on the upper Adige,. under the 
orders of General Vaubois. He defeated them 
completely, drove (hem from the entrenched heights 
of Rivoli, and fiezed the important poft of la 
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Chiufa. He purfued the Republicans as far as 
the heights of Campara, and took from them 1 1 
pieces of cannon, and 2,000 men, amongft whom 
were the Generals La Valette, and Fiorella. Mr. 
Davidovich on the day following, (the 18th) 
again attacked the French with equal fuccefs, and 
although they had been re-inforced during the night, 
repulfed them as far as Pefchiera, and advanced to 
Caftelnuovo. 

Thefe two advanUges obtained one after the 
other by Mr. Davidovich, were fo much the 
more important as they placed that General on the 
rear of Buonaparte's army, as well as on that of the 
troops who blockaded Mantua. Mr, Davidovich 
was now within a few leagues of that place, and to 
enable him to arrive there he had neither any river 
to pafs, nor any confiderable defile to force. The 
Auftrians had not yet been fo near raifing the 
l>lockade of Mantua, and they had reafon to hope 
that they fhould accomplifh it. 

Alarmed at the fucceffes of General Davidovich, 
and forefeeing the whole extent of thofe confequences 
which might arife from them, Buonaparte had no 
hefitation in renouncing the advantages which 
might have been derived from the vi£lor)' of 
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Arcole. He marched immediately on his left 
vitb two divifions of his army, joined them to 
that of General Vaubois, and attacked on the $11 ft 
General Davidovich on the heights of Campara. 
The latter finding himfelf very inferior in number, 
did not attempt to make any great reiiftance, and 
retreated towards Rivoli, and from thence towards 
Dglce, Peri, and Alia. A corps of 4,000 men, 
commanded by General Augereau, had marched 
from Verona, with the intention of advancing di. 
reftly againfl; Borghetto and Alia, with a view of 
cutting oflF the retreat of Davidovich's corps; but 
it was flopped the whole of the sift, and the night 
following, by .a fmall corps of 800 men, com- 
manded by Colonel Lufignan, who kept it in check till 
Mr. Davidovich had arrived at Alia with the whole 
artillery and baggage. Buonaparte neverthelefs 
wrote word that he had taken in this affair 1,500 
men, with two trains of pontoons, belides baggage. 
The author is enabled from the moft authentic 
information to affert that he did not take near fo 
great a number of men, and to afiSrm with equal 
confidence that, which Buonaparte took care not 
10 publifh, which is, that between the 4tb and the 
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aift of 'November the corps of Mr. Davidovich 
alone took 22 pieces of cannon, and more than 
4,000 men, and that he did not lofe in the fame 
fpaceof time mbre than 1,800 men, and 3 pieces of 
cannorl/ 

In looking for the caufes which produced the 
failare of this expedition, we perceive that we muft 
again attribute the difafters of the Auftrians to the 
divifion of their forces, and to Ihe too great extent 
of their front of attack. It is probable'that if after 
the battle of Baflano Mi*. d'Alvinzy had tirawn 
nearer to Mr. Davidovich, thefe- two 'General^ 
united, and fuperior in numbers to the French, 
would haw been enabled to repulfc them beyond 
the Adigc, and afterwards beyond the Mihcio. 
This fault is after all not the only caufe of the ifluc 
of this cnterprifc. - The beft informed officeris of the 
Auftrian army in Italy attribute it principally to two 
things. Firft, to the inaQion in which General 
Davidovich remained from the gth to the 17th of 
November; an inadion, which cannot be juftified, 
and which permitted Biwnaparte to dirc6l almoft 
his whole force againft Mr. d'Alvinzy. Secondly, 
to the refufal of the latter General to form a junftion 
by a forced march in the night with Mr. Davidovich 
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yfho was already on the other fide of the Adige 
near Rivoli; a junCUon, which would without 
doubt have overthrown the few obftacles which 
exifted from thence to Mantua. The c(>ndu£i of 
Generals Davidovichand Alvinzy on thisoccafion, 
which feeras to have arifcn rather from want of in- 
clination than of capacity, was fo much the more 
unfkilful, if it was not culpable, as their firft fuc- 
cefleshad removed the principal difficulties; and as 
being fuperior in force, they no longer wanted any 
thing but fome degree of mutual underftanding, and 
fome aSivity to deliver Mantua, an objeft for 
which the Emperor had entrufted them with near 
50,0005 and employed all his military ref^urces. 

Buonaparte during the fifteen days which this 
expedition lafted; afled as he had invariably done 
from the commencement of the campaign. He. 
exerted himfelf conftantly to prevent the two^ 
corps of his enemy from forming a junftion; ad* 
vanced like lightning fometimes againft the pncy 
fometimes againft the other, ^always attacking their 
weakefl point, and puOiing his fucceflesas far, and 
with as much vivacity as poffible. In this manner 
although he had upon die whole fewer men than the. 
Auftrian Generals, he found himfelf when oppofed. 
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to either of them feparately, equal and fometime3 
even fuperior in number. The frequency of his at- 
tacks, and the bravery of his troops fecured the 
fuccefs of this manoeuvre, and gave him the viftory. 
We muft likewife add diat the Auftrians were, as 
it appear^ as ill informed of Buonaparte's move- 
ments, as Tie was well informed of their's; or that 
if they were not ignorant of them, they neglefted 
to take advantage of thofe moments, in which 
for the purpofe of advancing in mafs at one fingle 
pointy he left others unproteded^ 
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CHAP. V^ I 

I 



Pofition of Peri re-taken and again lojl by Mr^ 
Davidovich-^Sorties of the garrifon of Mantua--, 
InaBion and pofition of the refpeBive armies-^ 
Mijfton of General Clarke— Exhaufted fiate of 
Lombardy—New burdens impofed by the French--^ 
Difcontent excited in confefuence-^'Cifpadan Conven- 
tion"' Preparations for war made by the Pope-^ 
New forties of Marfhal Wurmfcr—The French 
take poffejion of the Venetian citadel of Bergamo, 



G. 



"ENERAL Alvinzy having made fome move- 
ments to draw nearer to the city of Verona, the 
French who had reafon to apprehend being taken in 
flank by that General, did not dare to run the rifque 
of maintaining themfelves in the pofition of Peri. 
They quitted it on the 2 2d of November, and on 
the fame day Mr. Davidovich took pofleflion of it 
a fecond time with his advanced guard; he did not 
however keep it long, and was forced to abandon 
it three days afterwards^ Mn d' Alvinzy not having 
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continued to advance, and the French having taken 
meafures to fecure themfelves from that General. 

Whilft Generals Davidovich and Alvinzy yielded 
to the talents and fortune of Buonaparte, Marfhal 
Wurmfer niade feveral forties from Mantua to 
make a diverlion in their favour, as well as to pro- 
cure fubfiftence and forage. He made an attack 
with almoft his whole force on the 19th and 23d of 
Nov. on St. Antoincj and la Favorite^ drove in 
the enemy's picquets and had the good fortune to 
introduce into Mantua a confiderable quantity of 
provifions. Thefe enabled him to prolong ftill 
further his defence. 

The fucceffes of Mr. Davidovich between the 
4th and 17th of November, having in fdme degree 
made amends for the difaflers which Mr. d'Alvinzy 
had experienced during the fame interval ; and their 
army being ftill in fpite of its lofles more numerous 
than that of the French, it was fuppofed that thefe 
Generals would quickly recommence ofFenfive oper- 
ations. But whether they propofed waiting for new 
reinforcements, whether they knew that the laft 
forties of Marfhal Wurmfer fecured for a long time 
ftill to come the fubfiHence of Mantua, or whether 
they were reftrained by fuperior orders, they under- 
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took nothing during the month of November. The 
bad feafon came on, and obliged them to pafs like- 
wife the month of December in complete inaftion, 
and in the fame pofition which they occupied at the 
end of the preceding month. Their armies formeij 
a femi-circle from the Lake of Garda as far as Mon. 
celeze beyond the Piavego, occupying Arco, Alia, 
BafTano, Vicenza, and Padua. The head quarters 
of Mr. d'Alvinzy were at Baflano, and thofe of Mn 
Davidovich at Alia. 

The French army was as completely inaftive, and 
remained fo for as long a time as the Auftrians and 
for the fame reafons. The line which it occupied 
extended from the Lake of Garda to Legnago, 
paffing through Rivoli, Verona and Montebello. 
The fpace cotnprifed between the Auftrian and 
French armies was occupied by their advanced 
guards. 

General Alvinzy after having fixed ihs^ poCtion, 
and the cantonments of his army, went at tne i^nd of 
November to Alia to concert meafures tiieife with 
Mr. Davidovich, and to make arrangements relative 
to the future fubfiftence and difpofition of his 
army. At the fame time Buonaparte fet off for 
Milauj V with a view of meeting in that place 
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General Clarke, whom the executive dirc^cMrjr 
were fending to Vienna with propofals of a fepa- 
rate peace. The ftay which the latter made at 
Milan, and the reciprocal ina£livity in which chc 
two armies remained during this interval occafioned 
it to be pretty generally believed that General 
Clarke had made known the objed of his miffion 
to Generals Buonaparte and Alviazy, and had 
engaged them to fufpend provifionally all hoftili*. 
ties till the iffue of his negociation. The tran* 
quillity which the armies enjoyed was more owing 
in reality to the rigor of the feafon, the knpoffi* 
bility of afting in the mountains of Tyrol, and to 
the expefiation of re-inforcements on both fides. 
With refpe£l to General Clarke's miffion, it proved 
in the fequel, as ihort as it was ineffe£lua1, the 
Court of Vienna having rejected the propoiaU, and 
even refufed to admit the prefence of that Irifb 
negotiator. 

Buonaparte was detained at Milan till the mid- 
dle of December, as well by a fore in his leg, 
as by affairs relative to the fubfiftence of his 
army. It was in want of many articles of cloath- 
ingaiid equipment. The adminiftrators of pro* 
Vifions likewife knew not in what manner to fupply 
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the confumption of the army. The contributions 
were found to be diffipated, and Lombardy was 
exhaufted by two fucceflive requifitions. The 
particular extortions of the Generals and the com- 
miflioners, had completed the ruin of that fertile, 
and not long before flouriihing country. The 
commiffioners of the execunve power Salicetti, and 
his nephew Buonaparte, had acquired immenfe 
riches, and had fet the example of pillage. They 
had been but too well imitated by the chief of the 
ilafFBerthier, and by the other Generals, who had 
Ihared amongft them the fpoils of Italy. 

The plunder of that country was the only point 
on which Buonaparte was in agreement with the 
Generals under his orders. Thefe laft incited and 
headed by Berthier, [JVi>/€i8.] whofe talents and 
advice had not a little contributed to the triumphs 
of Buonaparte, difplayed during this interval of 
military ftagnation the greateft difcontent againft that 
General. Their complaints were principally di- 
refled againft the imperious charafier of that young 
man, and againft the indifference with which he 
had lavifhed during the whole campaign, the blood 
of his Generals and his foldiers. The rumour of 
thefe diffentions having reached France, the di- 
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i-eElory dreading the confequences which might 
refult from them, took meafures for furpreffing 
them. It obliged Buonaparte and Berthier to 
write two letters, in which they difavowed all mo- 
tives of divifion, which were faid to exift between 
them. The injunSion of the dire£lors, the fu- 
premc authority of Buonaparte, and the militvy 
events which followed, kept within bounds the 
fpirit of jealoufy and hatred, which animated the 
chiefs of the Trench army. 

It5 wants were fo prefling, and the French Go- 
vernment was fo litde in a condidon to fupply them 
of itfelf, that however exhaulled Lombardy might 
be, Buonaparte was obliged to demand from it 
new facrifices. He convoked at Milan in the 
beginning of December, a general aflembly of the 
nobility and clergy of the Dutchy, and impofcd 
on the inhabitants a new contribution of 5,000,000 
of French livres, and a levy of 25,000 men. 
Thefe two demands which the prefence of their con- 
querors prevented the Milanefe from refufing pre- 
remptprily, excited an univerfal ^ifcontent, and 
there was every profpeft that the execution of 
them would be attended with the greateft difficulty^ 
Buonaparte did not find nnore good-will in the 
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inliabitants of Fenrara, Bologna^ and Lodi, on 
which he likcwife laid proportionate contributions, 
and the inhabitants of which it was his intention to 
fubjeft to military fervice. The city of Lodi dif- 
tinguiflied itfelf a fecond rime by a vigourous op- . 
polition to the conquerors of the Milanefe. It was 
accordingly placed in a ftate of fiege, that is to fay, 
it was delivered up to the diifcretion of the Repub- | 

lican Generals. 

At the fame time that Buonaparte took thefe ri- 
gourous meafures to maintain and augment his 
army, he employed himfelf alfo in extending and 
confolidating the revolt of the inhabitants of the 
Dutchies of Modena^ Ferrara, and Bolognau ] 

He affembled in the town of Modena a kind of fe- 
deral Convention, compofed of nearly one hun- i 
dred deputies, charged with the office of confti- 
tuting the Cifpadan Republic, and above all, of 
arming the greateft number of men they could 
for the purpofe of re-inforcing the French army. 
All the inhabitants of the cities and counties of 
Modena, Reggio, Ferrara, and Bologna, from 
eighteen to fifty years of age, received orders to 
arm, under pain, in cafe of difobedience, of bet- 
ing confidered as enemfes of their country and the 
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good. This tonfedemtion fidopted the foim$ ^ 
veil as the principles of the National Convention 
of France. It Ibrmecl . alfo commiitets of publU 
fu/ety^ und of general femrity^ and employed all the 
reYolutionary means of its modd. 
. The Pope in refufing to accede (x> the condition^ 
which the French Govermnent wiftctd to impofe 
on him, had not been blind to the dangers to which 
he expofed himfelf. He ms not ignorant that the 
French bad refolv^d if Hot to annihilate, at leaft 
greatly to circumfcribe bis fpi'ritual and temporal 
power, and that they woiild make the utmoft ef- 
forts to penetrate farther into his dominions, to 
plunder and to revolutionize them. Being con- 
fcious that he hid done every thing to allay the 
ilofm which depended upon him, either in the 
charaScrof a Prince, or of Head of the Church, 
he now though only of employing all the means in 
his power to tiefend his exigence in tbefe two 
refpeds. Being no longer able to reckon, at 
Icaft oftenfibly, on the futcour of the King o£ 
Naples, and having reafon to doubt the fincerity 
of the interceffion of the Court of Spain in his 
favour, he conneftcd himfelf more clolely with 
that of Vienna) and united bis< deftiny with that 
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bf the latter power. He augmented his army,, and 
plficed it on a war cftablifhment, \^Note 19. J and 
fought for extraordinary means of defence in the 
affeftion of his fubjefts towards him, and in, 
their hatred to the French. He exhorted all the 
inhabitants of the territories of the church to arm ; 
and to induce them to do To, neglefted neither 
promifes, nor privileges, nor rewards. 

He was well feconded by the zeal and patriotifm 
of the higher ranks, and the opulent people. They 
readily employed their money and their influence 
in raifing feveral corps of volunteers. The Princes 
of Colonna and Borghefe each raifed a regiment at 
his own expence. The 'ftates of the church af- 
fumed all at once a military afpeS, and their 
head after having fhewn himfelf worthy of his fpi- 
ritual elevation by his wifdom and his attachment 
to principles, did himfelf no lefs. credit as a Sove- 
reign by his courage and hfs i:efolution. On the 
20th of December he orderfed a body of troops to 
inarch to Faenza, [JVbil^ 20.]* and took meafures 
thatit fliould amount in a fhort time to 20,000 men. 
He gave the commarid of it to the Auftrian Ge- 
neral Colli, (formerly the commander of the King 
of Sardinia's troops) who he had requefted of the 
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Emperor might be allowed to be placed at. the 
head of his army. 

The inaftion of the Generals Alvinzy and 
Davidovich, not allowing Marfhal Wurmfer to 
hope for a fpeedy deliverance, he was again o- 
bliged to rely on himfelf for providing means for 
the fubfiftence of the garrifon, and inhabitants of 
Mantua. He made feveral forties during the 
month of December. Thofe of the 11th. and 
the 14th. were the moft fuccefsful. His troops 
got poffeffion of fome boats loaded with provi- 
fion and ammunition deftined for the French 
army. This refource, joined to fome thoufands 
of horfes which were in the place, delayed for 
fome time the neceffity of a furrenddr. 
' Buonaparte quitted Milan on the 16th. and 
proceeded to Verona. His army had been con- 
fiderably reinforced, partly by old troops from 
France, and partly by fome thoufands raifed in 
the infurgent countries. He had befides re- 
ceived from Piedmont a train of battering ar- 
tillery; and it was fuppofed, that .weary ofwait-^ 
ing till famine might fiibdue Mantua, he had de-^ 
termined again to befiege it in form : but the 
R r 2 cer« 
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certainty of his having fliortly to fuftain another 
attack on the part of the Auftrians, prevented 
him from thinking of this enterprife^ and he felt 
that the real mode of reducing Mantua, vras to 
be again vidorious. He negleded no means to 
become fo ; he vrfited the principal pofts of his 
army, and made difpofitions to be prepared for 
every event. He gave at the fame time a frclh 
proof of the little refpeft he paid to neutral 
powers, by ordering a body of troops fuddenly 
to enter the Venetian Citadel of Bergamo, which 
commands the city of that name. To colour 
this violation of neutrality, he wrote to the Di- 
re^ory that he ^ad been determined to this mea- 
fure by the unfriendly difpofition of the inhabi* 
tants of this province towards the French ; and 
to prevent the enemy's parties from difturbing 
the communication between the Adige and the 
Adda. Many of his foldiers, he faid, had been 
aflaffinated by the people of the country, who- 
favoured as much as. poffible the efcape of th« 
Auftrian pdjoners. 

On the 19th of December General Laudohn, 
(nephew of the famous Field*Marihal of t^iat 

name) 
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name) who comfDaoded the right wing of Da^ 
vidovich's army, reconnoitred beyond the Lake 
of Garda, and puihed forward as far as the town 
of firefcia. He met only fome of the enemy's 
vedettes, whom he took. At the fame time Ge- 
neral Alvinzy detached a body of troops from 
the left wing of his army, which paffed the Adige 
at Boara, and direfted its march towards the 
dutchies of Ferrara and Bologna, where the 
French were reinforcing thcmfelves. 

The objc^ of tlie Auftrians in making thefe 
movements on their right and left, was to draw 
the attention of the enemy to them, and to induce 
them to weaken their center. The march of 
General Laudohn towards Brecia and Bergamo 
was calculated to perfuade the French that the 
Auftrians intended to carry the war to the 
Country between the Adige and the Oglio, as 
Prince Eugene had done in 1705. The objeQ: 
of fending a body of troops into the countries of 
Rovigo and Bologna, was to cover the territo- 
ries of the Pope, to facilitate the junftion of 
bis troops With the Auftrians, and to oblige the 
French to place a large part of their force at this 
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point. Thefe preparatory difpofitions for the 
attack meditated by the Auftrian Generals, had 
in part the efFeift which they promifed themfelves 
from them. Buonaparte reinforced his pofts, as 
vein n the firefcian as on the lower Adige. He 
was not however deceived as to the real inten- 
tions of the Auftrians. It was eafy for him to 
judge that they had no other objeQ: in view but 
the deliverance of Mantua : he therefore took 
his meafuresj'fo as to be enabled, when necef- 
fary, to re-unite againft them the greater part of 
his forces. 



CHAP. 



( 3M ) 



e H A P, IV. 

The Aujlriam Jorm. -a ffth army'-Difirefs of 
ManimSortU of Mar/kd Wvrmfer; and efcape 
of the Englijh Colonel Graham—March andfuc-^ 
cefs of General Provera-^Battle of St. Michael be* 
fore Verona^March anifuccefs of Mr. cPAlvinzy-^ 
Complete defeat of the Avjlrians at Rivoli and Co^ 
rona— Buonaparte returns with reinforcements to 
the blockade of Mantua-^Mr. de Provera arrives 
before this place-His rearguard is taken prifoners-- 
His failure before the fvhurb of St. George—He is 
taken with his whole corps — Obfervations on the 
caufes of thefe events-^Lofs of the Auflrians and 
the French 

JL HE Auftrians had employed the end of Nov- 
ember and the month of December in forming a 
fifth army. All the regiments had been completed ; 
and General Frolich had joined Mr. Davidovich 
with about 6,000 men. By the end of December 
the Auftpian army was as ftrong as it had been 

before 



( 3»« ) 

before the expedition in the month of November^ 
and no exertions or expence had been Ipared to 
enable it to renew the campaign with advantage. 
The Generals were informed of the diftiefs the city 
of Mantua experienced. They knew that the g^r- 
rifon was altogether in Wfint of qiany neceffary arti- 
cks of fubfiftance,. and was diminilhed.by ficknefs 
and by fervici; In order to give himfelf time to 
wait the effea of tht expedition which was prepar- 
ing, Mar/hal Wurmfer had inade on the 29th of 
December a very vigorous fortie. He bad killed 
and taken prifoners a great many men: but this had 
been more briilisint than ufeful, the environs of 
Alantua being fo exhaufted of provifions, that the 
garrifon could bring but a fmall quantity into the 
place* Its critical lituation did not allow General 
Alvin^y to remain any longer in a ftate of inaftion ; 
a|)d he kept himfelf in readinefs 10 renew the cam- 
paign as foon as the feafon would admit of it. The 
neceffity of haftening appeared more prefCng on the 
arrival of the EngliHi Colonel Graham at head* 
quarters. This pfficerj who exercifed with the 
army of Italy the fame funftions which Colonel 
Crauford did with that of Germany, had followed 
Marfhal Wurmfer in all his expeditions, and ha4 ' 
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fliut himfelf up with him in Mantua. The great 
importance of the Auftrian Generals being exaQly 
informed of the ftate of the garrifon determined Colo- 
nel Graham to take on himfelf the charge of carrying 
this information to them. He acquitted himfelf with 
addrefs and good fortune in this hazardous commif- 
fion. He left the city in difguife on the night of the 
29th of December, and after having efcaped the vigi- 
lance of the French patroles, arrived on the 4th of Jan- 
uary at the head-quarters of the Auftrians. Mr. 
d'Alvinzy received from him precife information of 
all that related to the city of Mantua and its gar- 
rifon. He learned that whatever might be the 
ceconomy in the confumption of the fubfiftence, it 
would be entirely exhaufted by the end of January. 
Thefe accounts did not admit of his lofing a mo 
ment ; and it was refolved to execute inftantly the 
prpjeQed operations. 

The Auftrian army at that time amounted to 
near 50,000 men* About 10,000 were befbre 
Padua under the orders of Lieutenant General Pro- 
vera; nearly io,ooo were at Baflano, about half 
way between Mr. de Provera and Mr. d'Alvinzy, 
who was in the Tyrol with more than 25,000 men. 
• It was refolved that General Provera fliould begin 
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the attack on the Lower Adige, while the dcntef 
corps fhould advance in force againll Verona^ and 
that the grand atmy Ihotild put itffelf in motion in 
the Tyrol. The French army, notwithftanding all 
the reinforcements which it liad received, did ndC 
exceed 40^000 men. Every probability was la 
favour of the Auftrians. 

On the 7th of January the corps of Mr. de 
^rovera left the neighbourhood of Paduct^ direSing 
iifeif againft Porto Legnago* On the 8th lie met 
the French, attacked and defeated them^ though/ 
they made a vigorous refiftance. He took itom 
them the polls of Cafella, Meclara and San Salvaro j 
and forced them to retire to Bfevilaqua. The enemyj 
having been reinforced, endeavouted to recover 
the ground which they had loll, but failed, and 
wiere again driven back to Bevilaqua; nor could 
they fuftain themfelves there, but fell back on Porto 
Legnago^ where General Augereau Was, who de 
fended the Lower Adige with 105000 men. Of the 
two French Oenemls Stever and Comus, the firft 
Vfdii killed, and the fecond wounded and made pri- 
foner on thiJ occafion, in which the Vienna W 
lunteers, who had lately joined the army, par- 
ticularly diftinguiflied themfelvet. On the day • 
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foHowing, the 9th, the Auftrians purfiied their ad-p 
vantages, again attacked the Fr/encli, and vfkh the 
fame fiicccfs as the day before. They forced them 
framtheviHagesofSt. Zenon, Menerba, and Bofto, 
and drove them as &r a£ Bofiavigo, and Porto Lcg^ 
nagp, after having taken 300 prifonersand 3 pieces of 
cannon. Thefe fucc^ifes brought Mr. rie Pro vera 
to the banks of thq Adige, the pailage of which ho 
muft neceilarily force ud be enabled to get to 
Mantua 

Buonaparte was at Cologne, when he was in; 
fornied (on the evening of tfee 10th of January) of 
the march and fuccefs of Mr. de Provera. Not 
doub^ng but that ali the reft of die Auftrian army 
Mras at the fame time in motion, he renounced for 
the moment the affairs which had called him to Bo- 
logna. [_^oU2i.J After having caufed 2/xx> men 
who were with him in that city to march immediately 
towards the Adige, he proceeded hliiifelf, firft to the 
blockade of .Mantua, and then to Verona. He- 
reached this city in the mcwrning of the 12th, at the 
moment when the divifion of General Maffeiia, who 
commanded there, was engaged with a part of the 
Auftrian column that had come from BaiTanou 
This corps, whofedeftination was to alarm the enemy 
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on his center, and to keep in check there a part 
of his forces, had overthrown the advanced 
guard of Maflena, and had driven it under Ve- 
rona. That General then marched out of the 
town with all the troops that he had with him, and 
met the Auftrians at the village of St. Michael. 
A very brifk aQion enfued, which was not de- 
cifively favourable to either party. The Au* 
ftrians attained their double ohjeQ, which was to 
occupy General MafTena at this point, and then 
to favour the march of a part of the corps from 
BafTano, which wa^s going to re-iriforce Mr. de 
Alvinzy, in the valley of the Adige. The French 
claimed the honour of viftory in this a&ion, and 
faid, that they had taken 600 men, and 3 pieces 
of cannon. They did not add that they had 
loft an equal number of men and 4 pieces of 
cannon. After this affair, the Auftrians marched 
jback towards the mountains, and the French re- 
fumed their pofition before Verona. 

Whilft the Auftrians were thus engaging the 
right and center of the French to draw their at- 
tention and their force to thofe points, Mr. de 
Alvinzy commanded the principal attack on the 
upper Adige, He marched on the 11th. to 

Mon 
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Montebaldo; and on the 12th made an attack on 
the head of the French line. The Auftrians 
drove them from fome entrenchments, but could 
not make themfelves matters of the redoubts of 
Corona, >vhich could not be attacked in front. 
They turned them on the isth, and fucceedcd in 
driving the enemy out of them, taking near 1,000 
prifoners. General Joubert, who commanded 
the French in thefe parts, fell back from Corona 
on Rivoli, which was by nature, as well as by 
the works which the French had raifed, the 
ftrongeft point of their pofition on the upper 
Adige. 

Buonaparte was as yet ignorant what were the 
real projefts of the Auftrians, they had attacked 
at the fame time the right, the center, and the 
left of his line ; and had fhewn on thefe three 
points forces nearly equal. Their movements 
had been till then well combined and executed; 
Buonaparte, uncertain againft which point the 
Auftrians would direft their greateft force, had 
not yet ventured to weaken any part of his line, 
and had remained in the. center, at Verona, that 
he might be ready to march with reinforcements 
either to the right, or to the left, as circum- 
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fiances mi^t require. On the igtli at night he 
learned at the fame time that General Provera had 
force dthc pafTageof the Adige, and that General jmi^ 
bcrt had been driven from Corona. Tbefe two checks 
experienced at once by both wings were calculated 
to iocreafe Buonaparte's embarraSrnentA) and to 
double hia uncertainty with reipe^ to the direBion 
of the difpofeable troops which he had with him i 
but the report of the fpie$, and die confideTabJa 
force which the Aufltrians had filed oflF toward*. 
Corona, left him no doubt of their defigns, and con* 
vi«ced him that it Wias on the Upper Adige d\at | 

they intended to make their principal efforts. I 

In confequeaqe h(e iafl^inly ordered thedivifie>D of | 

General Maffcna to fet out from Verona for R'u 
yoli; fcnt 4imQiom to a cojpi which was at Dc* 
ieniaro to proceed to the fame ppiot; and tiflcr ' 

having given infiru6lions lor the meafures to be 
taken on bi$ center and hb right, went poft hijnfclf 
with hU whole ftaff to Rivoli, where be arrived io 
the middle of the night. He immediaiely confidereMi 
ho^w he fliouLd recover the important poft of St. | 

MarQd^ which is the key of tUc vaiky of the Adige 5 \ 

a poft of which the Auftrians.had a few hours btSoiC 
obtained pc^cflion. ' 

General I 
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General Alviniy, who had concerted every 
thing to make a general attack on the day following, 
paffed this fame night in making preparatory dif- 
poGtiohs for it. He had not fuppofed that Buon- 
aparte could have had ume to reach Rivoli -with re- 
inforcements ; and believing that he fhould have to 
do only with the divifion of General Joubert, he 
had conceived the projeft of turning it, and the hope 
of cutting it off. The French occupied the femi- 
circle of mountains which furround the vilbge and 
the valley of Rivoli^ at the foot of which funs die 
Adige. Mr. d' Alvinzy's plan was to turn this pofi- 
tion, by placing a column behind it, which fhould 
cutoff the road from Rivoli to Pefchiera and Cat 
telnuovo, and fliouldat the fame time prevent General 
Joubert from receiving reinforcements, and from 
feffefling his retreat. This General was to be at- 
tacked at the fame time vigoroufiy in front; and Mr. 
d'Alvinzy flattered himfclf that he fliould thus in- 
clofe him between fuperior forces, and break down 
in one day the principal barrier between him and 
Manlaal According to this plan he had detached a 
corps of 4,000 infantry, which was to take a pofition 
6n the I4di in the rear of General Joubert. 
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As foon as the French attacked, at four in the 
morning, the advanced pofts of the Auftrians, and 
re-took that of St. Marco, Mr. deAlvinzy perceived 
that he had been prevented, and that contrary to his 
cxpe6lations the French had been re-inforced. 
All his difpofitions however having been made, 
and in part executed, he, was obliged to make up 
his mind to engage in the pofition in which he had 
placed his army, although it ceafed to be fo ad- 
vantageous, fince the enemy had received fuch re- 
inforcements. The battle began warmly at about 
five o'clock in the morning. The Auftrians 
vigoroufly attacked the left of the French, made it 
give way, and drove it from height to height. 
After having forced it entirely out of the line they 
proceeded againft the center, which they likewife 
made fall back, which movement the right alfo 
follow^ed. Buonaparte feeing himfelf on the point 
of being completely defeated, ordered a brigade of 
referve to march to the center, the defence of which 
he intrufted to General Berthier, and went him- 
felf to the left, which was lofing ground every mi- 
nute. At this moment, fo critical for the French, 
General Maffena appeared with the divifion whick 
was coming from Verona. Buonaparte inftantly 
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ordeted it to his left, which being reinforced and 
tallying, renewed the attack againft the Auftrians, 
and after an obftinate engagement, re-took a part 
of the pods which it had loft. Whilft matters were 
it\ this fituation oh the right of the Auftrians, their 
center and left gained frefli advantages over the 
enemy, and aftet having carried feveral entrench- 
xnents, reached Rivoli, the priricipal pofition where 
the enemy had re-united almoft all their forces and 
their Artillery. At the moment when they gained 
poffeflBon 6f the ftrongeft polls of this pofition, thfe 
colunfin which had been detached to turn it, ap. 
peared at a diftafice en the heights behind thfe 
French. This moment feemed likely to be deci- 
five in favour of the Auftrians, and would un- 
doubtedly have been fo, if, whilft that column took 
the enemy in the rear, the rfeft of the Auftrian 
army had re-united and had made a vigorous at- 
tack in front; but the main army remained di- 
vided into three columns, which endeavoured fe- 
parately to make themfelves mafters of all the 
heights, in order to furrouhd-the French. This- 
enabled the latter to place thenafelves in force be- 
mccn thefe columns, and to take them in flank. 
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Till that time the battle was entirely in favour 
of the Auftrians, and every thing feemed to pro- 
raife them a complete triumph. However diftrcff- 
ing Buonaparte's fituation might be, he did not 
defpair of vidory. He judged that it waspoflible to 
turn the difpofitions made by the Auftrians againft 
thcmfelves, and that what feemed likely to effefl: 
his ruin, might on the contrary produce that of 
his enemy. He faw that if he could fucceed in re- 
taking Rivoli, the column which had turned him 
being thus infulatcd, would itfelf be cut off and loft. 
In confequence, fending a brigade to keep thrs 
column in check, he rallied, re-animated, and led 
his troops again to attack the corps which had taken 
Rivoli, and recovered that precious poft. As the 
pcfTeffion of it muft decide the day, the Auf- 
trians returned to the charge, and made fuch yaft 
efforts that they again took this pofition. Buo- 
naparte, knowing that it could not be left in their 
hands without his being expofed to complete ruin, 
united his whole forces and made new difpo- 
fitions. He fent General Berthier with all the ca- 
valry to charge the enemy in the plain, and marched 
himfelf againft the heights fo long difputed. Thefc 
two attacks, made with concert and fury, had the 
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greateft fucc^rs. General Jouberf re-tbok Rivoli;' 
and at the fame moment General Maflena, who had 
gained the right of the Auftrians, taking them' 
briCkly in flank, threw them into diforder, and de-' 
cided their defeat. They retreated in great con- 
fufion towards la Corona, 

Buonaparte, viftorious in front, was then ena- 
bled to difpatch a confiderable force againft the 
4,000 men who had turned Rivoli. He caufed 
them to be attacked by feveral columns, which al-' 
moft encircled them, and left them no refourfce' 
but to furrender themfelves, or to cut their way 
through with fword in hand. This corps preferred ^ 
the latter, and made the greateft efforts to pierce 
through the troops which furrounded them : but 
having neither cannon nor cavalry, they could 
not refill an enemy who had both thefe advantages 
as well as thofe ol" pofition and numben The 
greater part of thefe 4,000 men were eitheiiliilled/ 
or made prifoners. [^Notc 22.'] -. \ . ; ^ ^ 

Such was the iffue of the battle of Rivoli,* which/ 
ruined the meafures taken by the Auftrians for the 
purpofe of penetrating into the Dutchy of Mantua, 
and of delivering its capital. We cannot abfolutely 
^ffirm that the plan of their Generals -^was^ ill-- 
T t 2 com* 
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comhiil^d) bat in the ei^ecution of it they cooi-^ 
ipitied feveral faults, of which it was impoffible to 
begi^ilty with impunity, when oppofed to a Gex^era^ 
fo able and (b a£^ive s^ Qi^^n^parte. It was no 
doubt to the rapidity with which he advance^i 
and with which he made Maffena^'s divj,fiQ];i n^rcb 
from Verona to Rivoli, that be owed this viflory. 
If he had deferred that moven^^t for only one day, 
General Joubert would undoubtedly have been 
driven from his; pofition, and perhaps cut off. Buo- 
npp^rte decided tlpie bqfipefs I^y outfiripping Mi^* 
d'Alvinzy ; and it was i»>/ doubt as wmk owiiig to 
the good intelligence of i^ies, a3 to. his ^iyrn ability, 
Howevjer important mi^t be the viQory of Ri- 
voK, it delivered Buonaparte fxora oojy a part o£his. 
enemies. Previous to bis departure from Verona 
to Rivoli he had. been infojnjied of Mr. de Pro- 
vera*s fuccels on the lower Acjige; ai^ vhilft hie 
was defisating Mr. d'Alvinzy, he bad good reafon 
to apprehend that the former Genieral would over- 
come every obftacle, and fucceed in bneaking 
through the blockade of Mantua. This would: 
bave accomplifhfidthe principal obje€l of the Auf- 
tnans, and would have counterbaji^ced the efFeft 
of the battle o£ Rivoli. Buonaparte, defirous to> 
> ^ neg- 



i^^gleft nothing which roi^t hinder Mr. de Provcra 
from accomplishing his objed, without taking any 
repofe, or allowing any to his troops, fet out in the 
Bight of the 14th for the blockade of Mantua, ac- 
companied by part of the troops who had fought ^ 
Kivoli. He left at that place General Joubert, 
with orders to attack the Auftrians the next morn- 
ing at la Corona. To infure the fuccefs of this en- 
terprize. General Joubert fent, daring the night,, 
a column which marched round Montebaldo, and 
^Tived at day break on the heights which 
commanded la Corona. It was polled thefe J)e- 
fbre the whole of the Auftrian army was arrived; 
it then attacked them with advantage during its 
march, and took them in flank, whiljft General Jou- 
bert advanced direClly againft them. 

The Auftrians, overpowered by fatigue, weak- 
ened by their loffes, and difcouraged by their (fif- 
afters, oppofed no very vigorous refiftarice. They 
were defeated, and loft a great number of men made 
prifoners. The reft continued their retreat, and 
proceeded to fecure themfelves in the defiles of 
Tyrol. 

Buonaparte arrived on the 15th al ni^ at Ro«« 
verbclla widi the reinforcements which be brought 
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from the Upper Adige. He there learned that Mr. 
de Provera had arrived before the lines of the block- 
ade of Mantua. We have feen before, that that 
General had reached on the 9th the banks of the 
Adige, between Porto Legnago and Ronco. Not 
being ftrong enough to think of making himfelf 
mafter of thofe two pofts, which would befides 
have diverted him from his obj eft, he refolved to 
force as foon as poffible the paflage of the Adige at 
fome point or other, and to march ftraight to Man- 
tua, without attending to • the enemies whom he 
might leave behind. He employed the 1 ith, i2tbi 
and 13th in making his arrangements, and in at- 
tempting to deceive General Augereau, who was 
oppofed to him. For this purpofe he made part 
of liis troops march towards Ronco and Legnago, 
and fent fome pontoons to Nicefola to induce a be- 
lief that he intended to pafs the Adige at that place. 
But whilft he was making thefe feints, he prepared 
to pafs the river oppofite Anguiary, the moft favour- 
able point for this operation. On the evening of the 
J 3th he raifed a battery of fome pieces of cannon 
on the banks of the river, and under cover of their 
fire fucceeded in Ipite of the French in conftrufting 
his bridge. His advanced guard compofed of vo- 
lunteers 
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lunteers drove them from Anguiary ; and the Au- 
ftrians paffed the Adige in defiance of all the efforts 
which the enemy made to hinder them. This being 
accompliflied, Mr. de Provera recalled the troops 
which he had fent towards Bonavigo and Legnago j 
and having left two battalions on the banks of the 
Adige, began his march towards Mantua, thinking 
only of being before-hand with the enemy. He 
paQed through Cerea, Sanguinetto, and Nogara, 
where he arrived on the 14th in' the evening, and 
where his troops paffed the night. The next day 
he marched as rapidly as poffible, paffed through 
Caftellara, and arrived at noon before St. George, 
a fuburb of Mantua, which was one of the principal 
poils of the blockade, and which the French had 
fortified in a very ftrong nianner. 

As foon as Mr. de -Provera had left the Adige, 
Generals Guieux and Augdreau loft no dme in pur-^ 
fuing him with whatever troops they could affemble. 
The rapidity of Mr. de Provera's march djd not 
allpw them to overtake him, but they came up 
with his rear guard, which having to do with a very 
fuperior force, and being wholly unfupported, was 
defeated and made prifoners. The fame thing hap- 
pened to the troops which Mr. de Provera had left on 

the 
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the Adige. The confequence was that that Gene- 
ral had not more than 5,000 men when he arrived 
before St, George. He found that fuburb fo 
ftrongly entrenched, that however urgent the ne- 
ceflBiy was for forcing the lines, of the blockade, 
Mr. de Provera did not dare to hazard an im- 
mediate aflault on the fuburb, with troops fati- 
gued and fmall in number. He deferred his attack 
till the next morning, and found means in the courfe 
of the day to concert meafures with General Wurm- 
fer. They agreed that on the next day the *6th 
they fhould attack, each on their own fide, la Fa- 
vorite and Montado, which they hoped to be able 
to carry more eafily than St. George. But whilft 
they were preparing for this enterprife, Generals 
Buonaparte and Maflena haftened their march, and 
that of the 6,000 men, whom they brou^t with 
them. They arrived before Mantua on the night 
of the 15th, and proceeded to reinforce the pofts 
of St. Antony, la Favorite, and St. George. By this 
jundion the French found thcmfeives at day-break 
about 17,000 men ftrong, with the expectation of 
being fttll more numerous in a ihort rime, General 
Augereau being on his march with his whole divi^ 
fion. This fuperiority of force greatly cmbarrafled 

Mr. 
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Mr. de Provera. That General feeing himrelf hem- 
ihed in by fo great a number of enemies, receiving 
no news of General Alvinzy, and having every 
i^afon to fuppofe he had been defeated, had no 
pirt left him but to endeavour to break through 
the blockade of Mantua, and to fliut himfelf up 
vith Mr. de Wurmfer in that place. The latter as 
he promifed marched out of the citadel before day- 
"break with almoft all the troops under his command^ 
He attacked and carried the poll of St. Antony, 
then proceeded to la Favorite, and exerted all his 
efforts to force the entrenchments, and the corps of 
the enemy oppofed to him. But this body, reinforced 
by the troops juft arrived, fhut up within its lines, 
and protefted by the fire of its works, put a flop to 
the progrefs of Marfhal Wurmfer, and in fpite of 
the vigour of his attack prevented him from advanc- 
ing further. At the fam^ inftant Mr. de Provera 
likewife attacked la Favorite on his fide: but h6 
met with infurmountable obftacles^ as did Mr. de 
Wurmfer, and was inceflantly repulfed by the fire 
from the enemy's entrenchments. Whilft he wai 
thus making ufelefseflForts to ftorm the lines of the 
blockade, feveral French corps were ranging them- 
felves bebindj, and were hemming him in. General 
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Midllis who. commanded at St. George, then 
Tallied otit of his entrenchments, and advanced in 
front againft Mr. de Provera. The latter attacked 
on feveral points, and threatened on all, had it no 
longer in his power to refift fuch a force. Never- 
thelefs after having bravely defended himfelf for a 
long time, and killed a vaft number of the enemy, 
his troops being overcome by numbers and fatigue, 
he offered to capitulate, which was agreed to. The 
whole of his corps was made prifoners of war; but 
the officers were at liberty to return to the Auftriaa 
army on their parole. The Marftial Wurmfer 
feeing his hopes once more difappointed put an 
end to an ufelefs conteft, and retired within the 
walls of Mantua. 

Thus ended this expedition, which Tike all thofe 
undertaken by the Auftriarts in this campaign, com- 
menced with the moft brilliant fuccefs, and con- 
cluded with the greateft difafters. The failure was 
the refult of the fame caufes, which had brought on 
the misfortunes of the months of Auguft and No- 
vember. The Auftrians perfifted in dividing their 
forces, and in making partial attacks. Buonaparte 
alfo perfevered, and certainly with more reafon in 

uniting 
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uniting his troops and to engage in a mafs on one 
fingle point. He was not however indebtedfor his 
fuccefs to his taftics alone. He acknowledged him- 
felf in his difpatches, and the difpofitions which he 
made clearly evinced, that he had been thoroughly 
inftruBed as to^ the projefts of Mr. d'Alvinzy. 
It would be imprudent indeed to publiQi conjeftures 
on the manner in which he received this moft pre* 
cious intelligence. What may be depended upon 
is that he did not procure it through the nieans of a 
conunon fpy, but from fome one whofe fituation 
afforded opportunities of being well acquainted with 
the plans formed by the Auftrians. If Buonaparte 
had not been fo exaQly informed, it is reafonable to 
believe, that iqftead of being fo completely vic- 
torious, he would have been feverely beaten at fome 
point or other, and that the Auftrians would at leaft 
have been enabled to break up the blockade of 
Mantua. That General admitted that he never 
incurred fo great a danger, and that his pojition hung 
as it were by a thread. In efFeft if he had remained 
a day longer at Verona, the corps of General Joa-r 

bert would undoubtedly have been routed, and 

« 
perhaps cut off. If after the viftory of Rivoli he 

Uu2 had 



r 



( 33« J 

had ftajrcd £3ur-and«twenty hours more on the 
Upper Adigc, it is probable that Mr. de Proverb 
'would have penetnued the liiies of the blockade of 
Mantua, and formed ajunftion with MndeWurm^ 
fer. In either cafes Mantua would have been de^ 
Uvcred, and the French placed between two powerful 
divifions of the army, would have been compelled 
to abandon the Adige, and. to repa& the Mincio, 
JTarirom being guilty of the lead delay, Buonaparte 
ts if he had pofleffed the power of divination, haf» 
ten^d from Verona to the Upper Adige, and from 
thence to the blockade of Mantua, on the very day, 
and at the very hour it wajs neceOary for him to be 
there, in order to fruftrate the operations of the 
Auftrians* 

He arrived at Rivoli fome hours before Ge* 
wral Alvinay conjinenced the grand attack which 
be bad proje^ed. Buom^te then oppoGng to 
bim a very large force, and at the fame time 
making ufe of it with the utmoft dexterity, difcon^ 
Certed Mr. Alvinzy and made him experience a 
defeat in the very place where he had a right to 
eXpeO: a viflory. From thence without eiibei 
lofijag an. inftant qt granting any repqfe to his tro<^, 
he leddiem uhder the wsdils of Mantua, and arrived 
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likewife fome hours before Generals Wurmfer and 
Provera carried their combined attack mto execu- 
tion. He oppofed to thefe two Generals, foldiers 
who thirty-fix hours before were fighting at Rivoliy 
and who brought viSlory with them from the bank^ 
of the Adige to thofc of the Mincio. This excet 
five exertion, the conftant caufe of Buonaparte's 
triumphs, might on this occafion have drawn him 
on to utter ruin, had he not been informed with 
precifion of the numbers, pofition, and defies 
of his enemies. Without this immenie advantage 
he would not have dared to move hfs troops with 
ahnoft magical celerity, and to expoTe thofe points 
which be had left without fufiBcient means of defence 
to be forced in his abfence. However brave, able 
and fortunate^ he would never have ventured to play 
fo hazardous a game. He was befides muchaffilled 
by the quality of the troops with which he had to 
contend, the Aufirian Army being chiefly com* 
pofed of recruits. He was not lefs fo by the errors 
of the Generals oppofed to him. They committed 
&veral, both on the upper and lower Adige ; but 
^ ^eateft undoubtedly was the ordering Mr. de 
Provera to commence his campaign before he could 
be joined by the troops aflembled at Faenza by 
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the Pope, or before they could have time to march 
towards the Po, with a vi^w of caufing a diverfion 
there. If either had happened, Buonaparte would 
probably have left a greater number of troops on 
the lower Adige, which would have fet Mr. d'Al- 
vinzy more at his eafc, or if he had not done f o, 
Mr. de Provcra, and the Papal troops would un- 
doubtedly have broken up the blockade of Mantua, 
and formed a powerful army by their junQion with 
Mr. de Wurmfer. The hurry of Mn de Provera's 
march cannot be excufed by the prefling neceffity 
of relieving Mantua : a delay of a few days would 
not have put that place in the hands of the French, 
fince it held out fixteen days after his defeat. The 
refult of this expedition, which refembled in its 
Ihort duration and fatal confequences, thofe of 
the months of Auguft and November preceding, 
had a decifive effeft in favour of the French. It 
fecured to them the poffeflion of their conquefts 
in Italy, by throwing Mantua into their hands. 
Thcfe advantages are inconteftible, but what is by 
no means fo, is the account fent by General Buo- 
naparte and Berthier, of the number of Auftrians 
killed, wounded, and prifoners. 

They 
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. They eftimated that of the killed or wounded at . 
6,000, which is not very far. from the truth, but 
they calculated that of the prifoners in one letter to be 
23,000, in a fecond 25,000, and in a third 20,000. 
[JVi?^23.] In like mannfer they reckoned the 
number of cannon taken at one time to be 44, 
and at another 60. This variation in an article fo 
eafily afcertained as men and cannon, alone makes 
it doubtful what degree of credit fliould.be given 
to thefe reports. Other confiderations contribute . 
to prove their exaggeration. Even allowing that the 
lift of officers taken prifoners as fent by Buonaparte 
was exaBy (which it is not) whoever -knows the 
formatioi^ of the Auftrian battalions and fquadrons 
may judge how erroneoufly the French Generals 
have ftated the account. In fa6l, calculating from 
the rank the moft favourable to their reports, the 
number of officers is not fufficient for 12,000 men, 
even deducing all thofe who might be abfent as 
attached to the equipage, and to commiffariate. 
The accuracy of this method of calculating the 
number of prifoners, has been confirmed by fe- 
veral former occafions. It might be objefted 
that fome of the officers had been killed, but an 
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equal proportion of foldiers having without doubt 
fallrn, the officers and fokfiers taken prifoncn muft con- 
tinue in the fame proportion both in the battalions 
and fquadrons. Following therefore neither the 
French accounts, nor thofe publilhed at Vienna, 
after the moft cxaS information I have been 
able to obtain on this fubjeQ, I Ihall eftimate the 
lofs of the Auftrians under both the Generals AU 
vinzy and Provcra, at 17,000 men, in killed, 
wounded and prifoners^ The French faid nothing 
of that which they fuftained during ihefe fix days> 
it undoubtedly fell far fhort of that of their enemie^ 
though it amounted tb upwards of 73OOO men, in 
killed, wounded, and prifoners. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Rdreat of the Avfirians in Tyrol and Friidi—Battks 
of Carptdtnolo and Avio—Defenfive pofition taken 
by the Auflrians.-Surrender of Mantua— March 
of the French to the Papal territories — Proclamation 
of Buonaparte-'-Battle of Senio-^-Conquefl of Ro- 
magna J of the Dutchy ofUrbin^^ and of the march 
of Ancona— Taking of Loretto—Letters between the 
Pope and Bwnaparte-'Treaty of Peace between 
his Holintfs and the French. 



A, 



.FTER the fatal days of the 14th, 15th, and 
16th of January, the Auftrians wholly incapable of 
undertaking any thing, or of even preferving the 
places they held, thought only of faving the 
wrecks of their army, Mr. d'Alvinzy fecured 
himfelf in the defiles of Tyrol, and all the troops 
which were between the Adige and the Brenta, fell 
b^ck on this laft river, and marched towards the 
Tervifano : they were not immediately followed by the 
French who alfo required lome time to recover 
from the lofles and fatigues they had fuftained. 
X X la 
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In two days however they began to purfue the 
Auftrians, wliofc rear guard they overtook on the 
26th of January. They attacked it at Carpede- 
nolo, and after a very fmart engagement they 
killed by their own account 200 men, and took 
goo. At the fame time General Joubert marching 
up the two banks of the Adige followed the Auf- 
trians into Tyrol. He attacked their advanced 
polls at Avio, and made fome prifoners amounting, 
as he reported, to 400. He continued to advance 
for fome days, and fucceffively took pofTeffion of 
the towns of Tor bole, Roveredo, and Trent, as 
faft as they were evacuated by the Auftrians. If 
we may believe that General, they left in this laft 
town 2,000 fick or wounded, and loft in their 
retreat 1,800 men taken prifoners. The Generals 
Maffena and Augereau marched, the firft towards 
Feltre, and the other towards Trevifo, and con- 
tinued as well as Joubert to advance till they had 
arrived before the new defenfive pofition which 
the Auftrians took behind the rivers Adige, Lavis, 
and Piave. Their line extended from Botzen or 
Bolzano, (the point ivhere the defiles of Tyrol be- 
come . impenetrable, or at leaft cannot be turned) 
to the mouth of the Piave, which falls into the 
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Adriatic fea, above and near to Venice. They divided 
their army into three principal bodies, one of which 
defended Tyrol, and another Friuli, where they placed 
the greateft number of their Forces. The third 
body ftationed between the two firft, covered 
the fpace^ enclofed between the fources of the 
Lavis and the Piave. It was in this pofition de- 
fended by three rivers, and a chain of almoft inac- 
ceffible mountains, that the Auftrians, obliged to 
abandon Mantua and Italy to the French, and 
having no other view than that df covering the 
heriditary dbminions, concentrated their remaining 
forces, and waited for new ones. Their army was 
flill under the command of Lieutenant General 
Alvinzy, whom His Royal Highnefs the Archduke 
Charles replaced foon after. 

The drfafters and retreat of the Auftrians de- 
prived them of all hope of preferving Mantua. 
This place, for which the Houfe of Auftria had 
made fuch great exertions, and had fufFered fuch 
conficerable lofTes, was at length obliged to capi- 
tulate: its garrifon much diminifhed by the fword, 
bfit ftill more by difeafe, had been long deprived 
of common necefTaries, and reduced to eat horfe 
fleih. Overwhelmed with fatigue, mifery, and 
X X 2 want. 
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want, it bad borne tbem all in the hope of prercrving 
to the Emperor a place on which depended his power 
in Italy. It was reduced to the laft extremity, when 
the Generals Alvinzy and Provcramade a laft eflFort 
for its relief. The event of this expedition re- 
duced Marflial Wurmfcr to the hard ncceffity of 
furrendering a fortrefs which he had defended 
during four months with a perfeverahce and a6Uyity, 
worthy of the higheft applaufe. The honourable 
conduQ of this veteran officer fecured to him the re- 
fpefteven of his enemies, and the capitulation which 
they granted him bore tcftimony to the high efti- 
mation with which he had infpired them. It wasi 
figned on the 2d of February; the principal ar- 
ticles were : that the garrifon confifting of 18,000 
men, Ihould become prifoners of war, but be con- 
duced into the_ territories of the Emperor to be 
there exchanged in preference to all others [iVb/e 24.] 
That Marflial Wurmfer, all the Genemls^ the offi- 
cers of the ftaff, 200 cavalry, and 500 individuals 
at the choice of Mr. de Wurmfer, fliould not be 
prifoners of war, and fliould return into the Auf- 
trian dominions with 6 pieces of cannon and their 
artillery men; that all the Generals and offiicers 
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ihould keei> iheir fwords and baggage, and the* pri- 
vates ' of the infantry retain their knap&cks, and 
thofe of the cavalry their cloak bags, fiefides thefe 
conditions Mn de Wurmfer obtained advants^eom 
t^n)s for the inhabitaius of Maotm, and fecured to 
them the exercife of their rdigicniy and the en* 
joyment of their property and privileges* The 
juft re^d thus paid to the rank, the age, ^nd the 
condu£l of Marfhal Wurmfer, reflefted fo much 
the more honour on Buonaparte, as he had not 
hitherto given any oppcx^tunity of praifing his mo- 
deration. 

The French General having no longer any op|x>> 
nents in Italy, refumed the execution of thole plans 
of plunder and difmemberment, which had been- 
concerted either by himfclf or by the leaders of the 
French Republic. After the defeat of the Generals 
Alvinzy and Provera, he had haftened to reii^orce 
the troops which he. had ftationed in the Dutchies 
of Bologna and Ferrara:, and had difpatched Gene- 
ral Vi£kor thither with orders to penetrate into 
Romagna. Shortly after he went himfelf to take 
the command of this detachment, in order to 
give more difpatch and greater fuccefs to the ex- 
pedition. He was preceded by two proclamation^ 

in 
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in thc'fii^ft of which, after having enumerated the 
injuries which the French pretended to have re- 
ceived from the Pope, he declared that the arroi- 
ftice concluded between his Holinefs and the French 
Republic in thc: month of June preceding, was at 
an end. The Jecond of thefe proclamations exhibits 
fo well the ftyle and charafter of Buonaparte, and . 
drew on him fuch deferved odium, both in Italy and 
France, that i think it right to tranfcribe the whole 
of it. 

« The French army is going to enter the terri- 
«' tories of the Pope. — It will be faithful to the 
«> maxims which it profefTes; it will proteft religion 
« and the people. The French foldier carries in 
« one hand the bayonet, fure pledge of viftory, 
« and offers with; the other to the different towns 
« and villages, peace, proteQion, and fafety : 
*« Woe be to thofe who fhall difdain it ! and who 
*« feduced by men of the deepeft hypocryfy and 
" villainy, ihall wiantbniy draw down upon their 
*^ dwellings the horrors of war, and the vcn- 
<t geance of an army -which has in the fpace of fix 
*^ months made prifoners 100,000 of the heft 
" troops ^ of the Emperor, taken 400 pieces 
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« of cannon, no ftandaids, . and deftroyed .• livie 
*' armies. 

" Atricle L Every village or town.in which 
« the Tocfm fliall be founded at the approach of 
« the French army, fliall be inftantly burnt and the 
«' magiftrates fliot. 

« Article II. The parifli in which a French- 
" man fliall be aflaflinated fliall be declared in a 
*' ftate of war ; a flying column fliall be difpatched 
«« thither, hoftages fliall be taken, and an extraoD- 
<« dinary contribution levied. 

« Article III. All the Priefts, Monks, and 
«* minifters of religion of whatever defcription, 
«' fliall be proteded and fecured in their refpeClive 
<« ftations, if they conduft themfelves according 
" to the principles of the gofpel. Should they be 
« the firft to tranfgrefs them, they will be fubjcft 
«' to military execution, and treated with greater 
« feverity than other citizens." [Note 2^.'] 

On the ift of February Buonaparte made him- 
felf matter of Imola; and marched the next day 
to attack Faenza, in front of which the Papal 
troops were entrenched behind the river Senio. 
Thefe troops which had never before been in 
aftion ventured neverthelefs to wait for the con- 
querors 
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qnerorsofthe Auftrians, and were defirous of 
Slewing that report had not done juftice to them. 
As foon as the French appeared on the left bank 
of the Senio, they were cannonaded from the 
batteries which the troops of the Pope had erefted 
on the oppofite bank. Buonaparte brought a-' 
gainft them a legion of Italians which he had 
raifed in Lombaidy : this body of troops, which 
like its opponents had never been before en- 
gaged, but which was fupported by the French, 
attacked in concert with them this little army, 
which was quickly broken and put to flight. 
It loft 14 pieces of cannon, i,ooo prifoners, and 
40a killed or wounded. The French loft only 
40 men; fuch at leaft was the account of Buona- 
parte, who alfo aflerted that feveral priefts had 
been killed in the field of battle. 

After this eafy viftory, the French arrived un* 
der the walls of Faenza, the inhabitants of which 
aflembled at the found of the tocfin, and flew to 
arms. Buonaparte forced the gates of the city 
with cannon; he had not the barbarity to put 
in execution the threats contained in His pro- 
clamation, and did not give up the town to pil- 
lage. He contented himfelf with aflembling all 

the 
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the Priefts and Monks, whom he harangued, and 
brought back, ashefaid, to the Principles of the 
Gofpd. He thought himfelf fo fure of the effeft 
which his fpeech had produced upon them, that 
he difpatched two fuperiors of Religious Orders, 
one to Ravenna, and the other to Cefenna, (the 
country of the prefent Pope) to prepare the in- 
habitants for his reception. It was a circum- 
fiance not a little extraordinary that one of the 
ftioft ftrenuous fupporters of the faCtionmoft ad- 
verfe to the Catholic Religion, fhould make 
choice of two Monks for his ambafladors. 

After the capture of Faenza, the French ad- 
vanced into Romagna, and poflefled themfelves 
of the towns of Forli and Cefenna, near which 
runs the famous Rubicon. They purfued their 
march the following days without meeting with 
any oppofition from the papal troops, which be- 
ing divided into feveral feparate fmall bodies, 
were not able to make any effedual reiiftance* 
Moft of thfefe corps retreatedat the approach of the 
French, and thofe whom the latter came up with, 
were either taken or difperfed. After having 
iraverfed Romagna, Buonaparte entered into the 
dutchy of Urbino ; he met with no farther op- 
Y y pofition; 



( 34^ } 

pofition, advanced into the march of Ancona, 
and made himfelf matter of the town of that 
name, where he took 1,200 of the Popal troops, 
and a great quantity of cannon and arms of all 
forts, that place being one of the principal arfe- 
nals in the Pope's territories. On the 11th. 
Buonaparte fent a detachment to take poflefGon 
of Loretto, in the hope of finding there the boaft- 
ed treafure of the Holy Virgin; but car^e had 
been taken a few days before, to remove the 
greateft part of it'. The French found nothing 
there but the Statue in wood of the Madonna, 
fome relics, and fome valuable articles, worth 
nearly 100,000 livres (;£'4,ooo Rerling) which Ge- 
neral Berthier eftimated neverthelefs at a million, 
(£4t0^ooo fterling.) 

Buqnaparte at thi§ period iffuet^ a proclama- 
tion, which there was little reafon to e^xpeCl from 
him, and which concurred with the capitulation 
granted to Marfhal Wurnifer, to {hew that he 
was not inacceffible to the fentiments of moder- 
ation, juftice, and humanity. Satisfied^ he faid, 
with the conduft of the French priefts, who had 
taken refuge in Italy, he forbad, under the fe- 
vereft penalties, all the inhabitants of tbe coun* 

try 
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try 5 as well as all tKe individuals of his army, to 
moleft them, under any pretence whatever; or- 
dered that they fhould be lodged, maintained, 
and fed, at the expence of the convents, in the 
dotninibns of the church; and ended his procla^ 
mation with faying, that he fhould fee with plea- 
fure, whatever the bifhops and other charitable 
ecclefiaftics fhould do to ameliorate the deftiny 
of the banifhed priefts. 

After the taking of Ancona and Loretto, the 

French continued to advance into the territories 

of the church,'^direaing their march to Macerata 

and Foligno. Their progrefs, which nothing 

could flop, there being no probability that the 

Pope's troops would difputethe pafTage of the 

Appennine, filled Rome with the greatefl alarms. 

In the perfon of Buonaparte, they faw Brennus 

and Attila. They reprefented him* to themfelves 

arriving in the capital 6f the chriflian world and 

of the arts, making himfelf matter of its fichcs, 

deftfoying its monuments, and overturning the 

pontifical throne. All the rich and confiderable 

perfons of Rome prepared to quit that city; and 

his Holinefs himfelf made difpofitions for placing 

his perfon in a- fliate of fafety. All the riches of 

Y y 2 Rome 
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Rome and Loretto were patked up, and fent to 
Terracina. At the fame time that the Pope took 
meafures to eibape the tempeft, he negle£ted np« 
thing to avert iu Forefeeing all the confequenceS| 
which might refult from the arrival of the French 
at Rome, he thought it right to prevent it by making 
all the facrifices which they exafted from him. 
« Buonaparte on his iide was not lefs difpofed to 
terminate his expedition by a treaty. His obJe£i 
was lefs to advance to Rome, than to excite appre- 
lienfions in the Pope of his doing fo, and to deter*- 
mine him to agree to the conditions, which the 
French Republic chofe to prefcribe. Buon^p^e 
felt that he could not without imprudence pene- 
trate farther into the Papal territories. Whatever 
viflories he had gained over the Auftrians, and 
' however weakened they were, it was poffible they 
might attempt to take advantage of his abfenqe, and 
the diftance of a part of his army. In addidon to 
this, ht would have been obliged for the purpofe 
of fecuring the obedience of a vaft country and a 
city fo populous as Rome, to maintain a confider- 
able body of troops in that place, and would in 
that cafe have weakened his army, and have af» 
forded the Auftrians the opportunity of attacking 

it 
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it wkh advantage. If he had left in the dominion^ 
of the church only a fmajl body of men, he would 
have had reafon to apprehend that their weakneft 
being known, the Pope's troops might affemble, 
and being fupported by a people who were numer- 
ous and ill;^ifpofed to the French, might cut off 
the return of the latter, engaged as they would be 
in a difBcuIt country, and where every thing was 
againft (hem. Being unable at any rate to employ 
more than one month in this expedition, Buona* 
parte inftead of undertaking an uncertain and dan* 
gerous conqueft, was right in preferring a treaty 
which gave him without rifle all the advantages 
that he could expe£i from the war. He had be- 
fides received from Paris inftru£iions conformable 
to thefe views, the Courts of Madrid and Naples, 
having made advances to the executive direftory in 
favour of the Pope. 

Thefe conliderations induced Buonaparte to 
take advantage of the firft pacific overtures made by 
Holinefs. Having received firom cardinal Mathei, 
a letter as affe£iing as it was dexterous, he returned 
an anfwer on the 13th of February, and announced 
to him that he granted his Holinefs five day^ 
fo ](be purpofe offending him a n^gociator, pro- 
vided 
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vided vith full powers to treat for peace. Tw<* 
days afterwards Buonaparte received the following 
ktier. 

«' Dear Sir^ hedihani apojlolical BcnediBiorty 

^ Being deiirous to terminate in an amicable 
*« manner our exifting differences with the French 
^ Republic, by the retreat of the troops which you 
^« command, we fend and depute to you as our 
*« Plenipotentiaries, two ecclefiaftics, Cardinal 
** Mathei, who is perfefily known to you, and 
*« Mon Signor Galeppi, and two fecular perfons, 
« the Duke Don Louis Brafchi our nephew, and 
*' the Marquis Camillo Maflirai, who are invefted 
« by us with full' power to concert with you, to 
** promife and to fubfcribe fuch conditions as we 
^ hope will be juft and reafonable, binding out- 
« felves by our faith and word, to approve and 
^ ratify them in fpectal form, that th^ may be 
« valid and inviolable at all times. Being affured 
^ of the fentrments ofgood-will, which you hav^e 
<^ manifeftcd, we have abftained from any removal 
^ from Rome, and by that you will be pcrfuaded 
« how great is our conftdencc in you. We finifh 

« by 
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« by affuring you of our greateft efteem, and by 
^ giving you the paternal apoftolical benediflion." 

Pius 6, 

Given at St. Peter of Rome the 12 th of February. 

This letter, and the arrival of the negotiator was 
quickly followed by the conclufion of peace; and 
'Buonapax'te returned to the Pope the following 
anfwer: 

« Mojl Holy Father^ 
«« I ought to thank your Holinefs for the- 
<«, obliging things contained in the letter, which 
«^ you have given yourfelf the trouble to write 
<• to me. The peace between the French Repub- 
<' lie and your Holinefs has been juft figned. I 
<^ congratulate myfelf on having been able to 
" contribute to your particular repofe. I conjure 
«' your Holinefs to diftruft thofe perfons who at 
«« Rome are fold to the Courts which are enemies 
<« to France, or who allow themfelves to be ex-» 
«« clufively guided by thofe malicious paffions 
«« which always bring on the ruin of ftates. All 
« Europe, knows the pacific and conciliating vir- 
" tucs of your Holinefs, The French Republic 

« will, 
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" will, I hope, be always one of the trueft friends 
*« of Rome. I fend my Aid-de camp. Chief of 
«« Brigade, to exprefs to your Holinefs the efteem 
<< and perfeQ; veneration which I have for your 
«< perfon, and I befeech you to believe the defire 
« which I have to give on every occafioh proofs 
«« of that refpeS and veneration, with which I 
<« have die honour to be your very obedient ferx^ant, 
Buonaparte, General in chief.'* 
From the Head Quarters at Tolendno, 
February 19. 

The ArdCles otpeace were nearly the fame with 
thofe of the armiftice concluded in the month of Jun« 
preceding, of which this treaty might be faid to be 
only a ratification. The principal condidons were, 
that the Pope ftiould give up irrevocably to France 
Avignon, the Comtat Venaiffin, the Dutchies of 
Bologna and Ferrara, and the legation of Romagna; 
that he Ihould pay in two months 15,000,000 of 
French livres over and above the jiij00O,60O fti- - 
pulated in the armiftice concluded in the tnondi 
of June, of which 5,000,000 only had beeii 
paid; that the French fhould remain in poffeffion 
of the citadel of Ancona till peace Ihould be efta- 

blilhed 
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^li&ad oh thfe Cbritinfent, And df the provinces of 
Mkcerata^ Uttibriay Pfenigio^ and Camerino, till 
khb 36|OoO)boo dde fmm the Pope fliould be en* 
lirtfy t)aid. They likeWife confirmed the articles 
lirhicli ftipufetcd the gift of the ftatues, piaures^ 
iahd pireclous ttianufcripts. The French made 
befideis, as Buoiiaparte wrdte word, a good harveft, 
bf thcFe in itomagni^ the Dutchy of Urbino^ and 
the march of Ancbnli 

Such Was the price^at which the Pope who had 
never declared war againft the French, and who 
had only made it for the purpofe of felf defence, 
was obliged to purchafe the prefervation of the 
throne of St* Peter. It coft nearly the third part of 
the dominions of the church, and more than one 
year of his reventifes,^ to fati^fy the kmbitious views 
and the rapacity of the French Government. 

After having acquired by this treaty new pecu- 
tiiary means ferthe fubfiftehcte of his iarmyi froto 
the ichefts 6f which a treafurer named El£K:hat had 
jnft ftoleh 6,000,600 (jr250^ooo fterling) Buonlt- 
parte employed Imnfdf in laying alfo tinder co^ 
tribulioh thft Grand Dufce of Tufcanyj. arid the 
RepUblit of Venice. I« this maioner did the 
Frebch niec^pUfii their putpofe df mAmg this 
Z z cam« 
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Campaign at the cxpence of the neutral powers, and 
thus did the latter, for the fake of a neutrality 
which was conftantly violated, make greater 
facrifices than it would have coft them to defend 
the entrance of Italy againft the French, or to 
drive them from thence after they had invaded it. 

There remains only to prefent the reader with 
fome general obfervations on the whole of the 
campaign taken together^ and on its refult. 



CHAP. VIII. 



I 



T would be ufelefs for me to enlarge on the 
aftonifliing fucceffion of events, which I have been 
tlefcribing. The hEts fpeak for themfelves, and 
are too flriking to require being detailed. Pied- 
mond invaded, and the King of Sardinia forced 
to an ignominious peace; Lombardy conquered; 
both banks of the Po republicanized; the King of 

Naples 
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Naples detached from the Coah'tion ; the Pope 
deprived of nearly one third of his dominions ; 
all the north of Italy a prey to the miferies 
of war, and to political convulfions ; that country 
but lately fo rich and flourifhing, robbed of 
its wealth and fplendbrj Such is the piQure 
prefented to us by this memorable campaign, which 
will be to pofterity a fjibjeO: of admiration and re- 
gret, and which the annals of war with a place on a . 
level with, if not above, that of 1706, [_Noie 26.] 

No perfon has fo much contributed to the iffue 
of the campaign of 1796, and by it to the peace 
which will follow this war, than the commancjer of 
the French army, Buonaparte. \^Notc 27.J None 
of the Generals of the Republic have performed 
fcrviccs fo important and fo difficult. He is the 
only one anipngft them who has not owed all his 
fuccefs to the fuperiority of his forces, or to poli- 
tical caufes. Aftive, enterprifing, able, and ?ibove 
all fortunate, he has committed few military faults^ 
has not fufT^red his adyerfaries to commit ahy with 
impunity, and has not in perfon experienced one 
defeat. The war of Italy, which dll 1796, had 
been, if I may ufe the expreffion, only an epifode 
of the general var, he made its principal and leading 
Z z 2 obje£l; 
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ol^efi; and tl^ere inhere the ]^inp^cu|' f^?^ 
to have the leaft to apprehend, he made him ^^ 
perience the moft fenfible lo|[es, and caufi^ tfaft 

znoft ferious alarms. , 

'■ * ■ • • • • . ■\ ■ 

If Buonaparte has been {b great as a peneral^ he 
has been far from (hewing himfelf fo as a conqueror 
or as a man. The cruel manner in which he treated 
the towns of Milan, Payia, Lugo, and Arquata; the 
burning of Binafco and feveral other villages ; the 
mafiacre of a gre^t number of their inhabitants; the 
outrages and pillages which he fan£Uoned by impu- 
nity as well as by his own example, have tarai&ed 

. ^ \ ' : ,:■■■■■■ V ' : J I ♦ 

the fplendour of his viQories, and have left him no 
odier claims to the admiration of pofterity. IThe 
defpodfm which he exercifed over the countries 
conquered by his arms, the exceffive contributions 
which he impofed on the inhabitants, and the ex- 
treme rigour with which he inforced the sieafures 
ordered by the French povemment^ have fcHtu- 
nately weakened the great efied of opinion, which 
his viftories might have produced m ItsAy. Not- 
whfaftanding the formation of the Cifpadan and 
ITranfpadan Republics, and althouj^ they fumiflied 
many thoufands of auxiliaries to the amdy of Buo- 

naparte, one cannot doubt the averiion which the 

'^-V'- -- ^ - ••■' - •" '■. . '' 

majority 



( 35? > 

H^WiP^y pf the inh^bitantspf this covintiy has fp? A^ 
I'rfjnchj and foif A^ir poUtic^l PTinqpIes, ^hft 
yiolept infurre£^]icins >^hich, broke' out wh?;ieve^f 
^he I^ttcif haA cxpei[iencecl my chepk, afford an 
^Bcquiyoca^ propf .of ^hf (c^itiipen^ pf hatred a^4| 
^^engeance with which ^he;^ had infpired them as 
lKf€ll a$ of all the ^vils Yfhich they had o^caQopned, 
l^ok 28.] If Bonaparte has. hy his political con- 
^ull placed hiinifelf belo^if the height to ^hich 
^s inili(ary triumphs h^d raiif4 W^^ neither has he 
l^f pt up ^o it by his perfopal qualities. The bom- 
|iaftj the bpafting, and th^ ma,ryf llpus which mark all 
Ips letters \Q the Pire^ory, the conftantes^aggeration 
of the lofles of the enemy, the ridic vlouQy diminiflied 
eftimate of his own, the perpetual reprefentation 
of die dcftrufit,iojri of the 4uftrian armies when th^ 
\^j}A Oi[)ly been beaten^ the capture of Mantua (b 
often annouiiced s^s very near ma,Ry months before 
it took place, the circum9<ance of 4,000 men laying 
do¥m their jirms at Lonado at his command, have 
given to his narrative the appearance of a military 
romance ; and ftill le^ye juil doubts^ not pf the 
reality of his viftories^ but pf tjie extent of their 
cpDfequenccst 

. la 
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In faft, if one takes the trouble to caft up the 
number of Auftrians whom Buonaparte has fuc- 
Gcffively declared to be killed, wounded and made 
prifoners from the opening of the campaign to the 
fcapture of Mantua inclufively, we fhall find that 
the killed or wounded amount to near 50,0005 and 
the prifoaers to more than 10O5OOO men. In order 
to enable the reader to judge of the degree of 
credit which fliould be given to this enumeration, 
I will prefent an account of the number of AuC- 
trian troops fent into Italy, from the month of 
March 1796, to the month of January 1797, 
which I have every reafon to believe to be a pretty 
porrefl ftatemeiit. 

The army of Mr. de BeauKeu at the open- 
ing of the campaign * -. - 30,000 

Troops which came from the upper Rhine 

with M. de Wurmfer - - 30,000 

Re-inforcements fent to Mr. d'Alvinzy 
during the months of September, 
Oftober, and November - 255OOO 

Troops detached from the corps of M. de 

Frolich and the armed Tyrolefe 11,000 

Frefb 
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Frefh re-inforcements fent to Mr. d'AI- 

vinzy in December and January 95O00 



Total. 105,000 



From this ftatement, rather exaggerated than 
under-rated, we find that according to the accounts 
fent by General Buonaparte, he mull have taken 
killed or wounded 45,000 men more than the Auf- 
trians employed in Italy during this campaign; not 
to mention that at leaft 10,000 died in the hofpitals, 
and that after the capture of M. de Provera, and 
the defeat of M. d'Alvinzy at Rivoli, there ftill re- 
mained to the latter about 303000 men, either 
Iq the Tyrol or on the Brenta. 

Perhaps it may be acceptable to compare tHfe 
ftatement which I have juft given with that of the 
forces fent alfo by the French into Italy, and with 
that of the lofs which they fuftained. , 

The army of Buonaparte (or of the lower 
Alps) before the opening of the 
campaign - . - : 30,000 

TrQops drawn from the two armies which 
had made war in Spain^ and which 

were 
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%cre fent Into Itily, in Msurn^ 

April, and May ... g^^dod 

Aroiy of Kbilermann, (or of the lippeir 
Alps,) which after the peace with 
the king of Sardinia, was fubcef* 
fiyely incorporated With that oJF 
Buonaparte, • • . i f^ybdd 

Reinfortements Which airriSred from tht 

interior, lill January 15, 1797 i8,bbd 

Troops raifed in Italy - ^ iis,obd 



Total 1209606 



Buonaparte found himfelf at theehd of January 
at the head ot* about 60,000 men. lie had thitt- 
fore loft at that period,ail equal number in killed^ 
prifoners, rendered unfit for fervice, or dead in 
the hofpitals c that is to fay, only 15,000 lefs than 
the Auftrians. If one is furprifed that the dif- 
ference between the lofs of the biie armjt aliiibft 
always viElorious, and that of \ht vahquifhed 
army, was not greater, a reafon for it Will be 
found in the indifference with which Buonaparte 
always lavilhed the bloodof his fbldiers; an in- 
difference to which he owed almoft all his fuccefs, 

in 
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iti the facrifices of men which he made at Lodi, 
at Fonteniva and Arcole, and more than all, in 
the difeafes occafioned by the climate, the block- 
ade of Mantua, and the intemperance of the 
French foldiery. ^Note 29] 

It has been feen in the courfe of this work, from 
what caufes and owing to what faults the Ge-f 
nerals Beaulieu, Wurmfer, and Alyinzy, were 
fucceflively driven out of the Milanefe, from 
the dutchy of Mantua, and finally from all Italy. 
After having fuftained for four years fo'many 
lofles and exjiences, the cabinet of Vienna ne- 
verthelefs formed, during this campaign, fix 
powerful armies in Italy, made greater efforts, 
and difplayed grejiter refources towards the end 
of the war, than it had done in the beginning 
of it. Though it might probably have done bet^ 
ter, had it begun as it ended, it deferves applaufe 
however for the wifdom with which it referved 
its means in a war, the long duration of which it 
was eafy to forefee, and for the energy with 
which it employed them in this laft campaigji* 
This would, without doubt have been a fuccefs- 
ful one, if the means which were provided with 
vigour, had been dire£led with ability. But the 
A a a Auftrian 
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Auftrian Generals, perfifting in Italy in their 
old ideas of ta£lics, whiift the Archduke was 
advantageoufly following new ones in Germany, 
conftantly praflifed in the former country their 
fyftem of Ubiquity^ notwithftanding the fuccefs 
with which Buonaparte oppofed to them a con- 
trary line 'of condu£^. Their mode of carrying 
on the war was methodical and flow, whiift his 
was enterprifing and violent : Thc^y were mak- 
ing combinations, whiift he was preparing' bat- 
tles: They were fhewing themfelves on all points, 
whiift he made a point of appearing ftrong but 
on one : They were extending themfelves, and 
endeavouring to circumvent him by their ma- 
noeuvres, whiift he contraSed himfelf, and ad- 
vancing rapidly in mafs againft the point which 
it was of importance to him to force, broke 
in a moment the line and the combinations 
which they had formed againft him. It was to 
this fyftem, invariably followed by Buonaparte, 
that he owed the vi6lories of Millefimo, Monte- 
chiaro, Caftiglione, Roveredo, and Rivoli : it 
was by the rapid tranfpofuion and violent em- 
ployment of his troops, that he gained fuch bril- 
liant fucccflfesi ^^ tl^e Months of Auguft, No- 
vember, 
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vember, and January; and that at each of thefe 
periods, in lefs than fix days, he difconcerted 
plans, and difperfed armies, which bad been two 
months in forming. 

Some fecondary caufes alfo contributed very 
much to the iiTue of.this campaign. The council 
of war at Vienna chofe, as it had done in the pre- 
ceding ones, not only to take the charge of form- 
ing the general plan of the campaign, but alfo to 
dired the execution and local application of it. 
The Auftrian Generals, bound by pofitive in- 
ftrufUons, not daring to undertake any thing 
contrary to them, and being lef$ refponfible for 
events, than for their obedience to the orders 
which they had received, w^ere often obliged to 
facrifice to them opportunities of probable fuc- 
cefs, even fought for them Jefs anxioufly, and 
conCdered lefs^how to deferve applaufe, than^ 
how to efcape cenfurc. The firft difpofitions of 
the Auftrians being made with a grtiat.deal of 
care,'exa£lnefs, and often with ability, and the 
General executing them with fcrupulous fidelity, 
they were almoft always crowned with fuccefs, . 
[Notfi 30].. But when the talents of the enemy, 
or the chance of war produced any unforefeen 
^A a a 2 event, 
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event, \vhich reduced the Aufirian Generals to 
the impoffibility of executing the plan which had 
been diftated to them ; then obliged to rely on 
their own difcretion, not being in the habit of 
taking it for their guide, and fearing to commit 
themfelves, they neither dared, nor were capable 
of afting independently, and did not hazard any 
of thofc decifive ftrokes, which in certain cir- 
cumftances can alone give viftory. 

Buonaparte was much more advantageoufly 
circumftanced. The neceffity in which the Ex- 
ecutive Direftory found itfdf of paying, main- 
taining, and fubfillii)g the armies of the Repub- 
lic at the expence of the countries which they 
occupied, did not admit of its limiting the power 
of its Generals; and as thofe had every thing to 
do, it was requifite that they Ihould have the 
power to do every thing. To thefe confidera- 
tions was added the confidence which Buona- 
parte's firft viftories ihfpired. They taught the 
Direflory that it might lely on the talents and 
good fortune of this young man. They left it 
altogether to him to dired at his will the force 
which was entrufted to him. Exempt, from all 
refponfibility, and neither miftrufting himfelf or 
V his 
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his fortune, he could take advantage of all favour- 
able circumftances, and could even feek for vic- 
tory in hazard. All the confidence which the Di- 
refiory had in Buonaparte, he extended to the 
Generals who were under him, and left them the 
liberty of regulating their conduft according to cir- 
cumftances and their own judgment. He had 
feldom occafion to repent of the latitude which he 
gave them; and when they made a bad ufe of it, 
he employed them no more; he changed his Ge- 
nerals, but not his fyftem. He owed to it in great 
part his fucceffes ; as thofe of the Archduke in Ger- 
many refulted principally from the full powers 
which he had received, and from the independence ' 
in which he was placed, of the dirc£tion as well as 
' cenfure of the aulic council of war. 

Buonaparte appears alfo to have yery ably cm- 
ployed another powerful means of fuccefs, that of 
treachery and fecret intelligence. Imitating in that 
refpeft Prince Eugene, he fpared no pains or ex- 
pence to procure faithful fpies, and to gain over 
people, who were in a fituation to admit of their 
being well informed. Taking with one hand money 
from the countries which he had conquered, he 
hvifhed it with the other to purchafe or to difcover 

, the 
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the fecrets pf his enemies, [iVb^^ 31] The Auftrian 
Generals having little money to difpofe of for the 
fame objefl, and not being able to procure it in the 
fame manner that Buonaparte did, had it not in 
their power to be equally prodigal. In this they 
laboured under a very great diladvantige ; and it is 
not one of the leaft real caufes of their reveries. 
Thofe which they experienced in the latter months 
of this campaign, rcfulted alfo in great part, from 
the quality of the troops which they commanded. 
The armies which were formed in the months of 
November and January, had a cpnfiderable pro- 
portion of recruits. The flower of the army of Italy 
had been deftroyed or taken in the fatal expedition 
ot the month of Auguft; and what then efcaped^ 
was afterwards (hut up in Mantua with Mr. de, 
Wurmfer. The fixih army formed fince the month 
of January, and of which the Archduke Charles 
has tbken the command, is alfo in great part com- 
pofed of jroung foldien. That of the French on 
the contrary, with the exception of fome thoulands 
• of men ndfed in Italy, is conappfcd of the beft troops 
of the Republic* In proportion as tjae latter difen- 
gaged itielf by peace from part of its. enemies, it 
diminiihed the number c^ its armies, and fern to 

thofe 
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tbofe which it retained, the choice part of thofc 
which it fupprefled. Thofe the troops which had 
been employed againtt Spain, la Vendee, ^nd the 
King of Sardinia, went to repair the loffes of the 
armies in Germany and Italy. The latter confifts 
at prefent of none but formed and veteran foldiers; 
whilft the Emperor has been only enabled to fupply 
with recruits, the void which has taken place in his 
armies. The French republic has at this time the 
fame advantage ovet the Emperor, with refpeS to 
the quality of troops, which that Prince had over it 
at the commencement of the war. [iVb/e 32.] 
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Note u Page 21%. 

X HE Bocchettais a chain of mountains, over which, 
forming many windings, paffes the great road from 
Lombardy to Genoa. On the top of the higheft of thefe 
mountains, the road contra£ls itfelf fo much that fcarcely 
three perfons can pafs abreaft. It is properly fpeaking 
this pafs which is known under the name of Boccheita. 
It is the key to the territories of the Genoefe Republic. 

Note ^. P^g^ ^^9* 
The city of Genoa is ten miles in circumference. The 
regular troops of the Republic do not exceed 3,000 men, 
but it can, if neceffary, affemble 30,000 militia. It had 
as many^as 18,000 on foot in the laft war in which it 
was engaged. This town was ^bombarded in 1746 by 
an Englilh fleet, and taken by the Imperialifis who had 
B b b forced 
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forced the pafTage of Bocchetta. It will no doubt be 
be recolleQed in what manner it delivered itfelf from 
the latter. 

NoU 3. Page 243. 

Buonaparte having aflembled this conncil of grena- 
diers, made them an energetic harrangue, in which he 
did not diflemble the dangers that attended this coup dt 
main. The anfwer of the grenadiers was, " Give us 
fome brandy, and we will fee what is to be done. It 
was given them in abundance, and produced a greater 
cffeft than the fpeech of Buonaparte. An officer of the • 
Auftrian ftafF related to tlie author this fafi, which 
was imparted to him by a French officer, who w^s pre. 
fent at the battle of Lodi, and was made prifoner fome 
time afterwards. 

Vott 4. Page 247. 

This Baffeville, fecretary to the French Embaffy, was 
maifacred three or four years fince by the populace of 
Rome, whom he had irritated by his condufl, and his 
revolutionary difcourfes. 

JiJoie 5. Pagt 249. 

It was five mil^s from this town that Francis I. King 
of France was made prifoner by the Imperialifts, in 
1525. He was condu£led from thence, and imprifoned 
at Pizzigtone. 

Nott 
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Note 6. Page 254. 

Bologna is, next to Rome, the richeft, and moft im- 
portant city of the dominions of the church. It has 
nearly 100,000 inhabitants* 

Note 7. Page 254. 

The town of Ancona is fmall, but very rich. It has 

a citadel and a pretty good port. 

I ■ / ■ 

/ Note 8. Page 254. 

The reader is without doubt ftruck with the hardfhip 
ofthislaft condition, which had likewife been impofed 
on the King of Sardinia, The direSory had the ef- 
frontery to deprive two Sovereigns of their moft pre- ' 
cious right, and moft facred duty, that of maintaining 
the public tranquility, and of punifhing thofe who dif- 
turb it. It dared to protefl criminals from the power of 
juftice, and to cbnftitute itfelf arbiter betweer^ Princes 
and their fubjefls; and this, whilft it punifhed with 
death every Frenchman who did not acknowledge its 
authority ; whilft it accufed the coalefced powers with 
wiftiing to interfere in the Government of France, and 
profeffed to make war againft them, only to prevent 
their realizing that projeft, and to puniJh them for 
having conceived it. By reducing two Sovereigns to 
this degree of humiliation, one knows not whether the 
Direftory did not in truth furpafs in defpotifm thofe who 
B b b 2 at 
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at the beginning of the century, wifhed to force Louis 
the XIV. to dethrone his own grandfon. 

AH the ifforlA certainly knew that the Chiefs of the 
French Republic had never ceafed from its firfl efiablifh* 
nient, to fupport and recompence all. ftrangers who par- 
take of their principles, and endeavour to put them in 
pra£lice. But it was not expelled that they would make 
this prote3ioa one bafis of their diplomatic fyftem, and 
that they would force Sovereigns themfelves to fanftion 
the rebellion of their fubje3s» 

Note 9« Page %^S, 

I 
When lending an account to the DircQory of this 

expedition, Buonaparte added, that on his going to 

Florence, the Grand Duke of Tufcany had requefted him 

as well as the CommiJJioner Salieetti^ to do him the honor 

to come and dine with him^ which they had thought pro^ 

per to accept. 

Note lo. Page 857. 

It was under the walls of Lugo that the Romans were 
defeated by the Gauls with the lofs of 25,000 men : 
Belifarius built a fortrefs there. 

Note 11. Page 2^%. 

The Caftle of Milan was befieged in 1707 by Prince 

Eugene, and made an excellent defience. The Marquis 

de la Floride commanded there. 

Note 
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Note 11. Page 259. 

The taft Duke of Mantua was put under the ban of 
the Empire in 1703^ as a puniihment for having taken 
part with the French. The Imperial troops commanded 
by Prince Eugene, made themfelves mafters of the whole 
Dutchy of Mantua in 1707. Since that period, xhm 
Houfe of Auflria has remained in pofiei&on of it. It iJ 
annexed to the Milanefe* 

Note 13. Page 276. 

The French formed the fame plan in 1703, andfilit 
Duke de Vendome, who commanded their army in 
Italy, received orders to penetrate through the Trentino 
into Germany, in order to Corm a jun3ion with the 
Eledor of Bavaria. But although Mr. de Vendome was 
very fuperior in number to the Imperialifls, he was un» 
able to force the defiles of the Tyrol, and advanced n# 
farther than the city of Trent. 

Note 14. Page 280. 

The King of Naples had made very confiderable mi- 
litary preparations, and had raifed his army to near 
80,000 men. It confifis in time of peace of only 40,000, 
of which a great part are Swifs. 

NoU 
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Vate 13. Page t86. 

The accuracy of this ftatement may be relitd upon, 
both with refped to thfe numbers of the French and 
Auilrians» and with refpe£l to thdr pofition. It was 
fcnt to the author fuch as he has given it, by an Auflrian 
General officer who commanded a corps in that 
expedition. If on this occaGon particular ftrefs is laid 
by the author on his authority, it i» becaule the Auftri<« 
ans were then for the firft time fupcrior in number to 
the French, and becaufe fome readers might perhaps be 
induced to doubt this from the iflue of the expeditiox>. 

^ NoU 16. -Page 288. 

Thefe two pods are veiy firong, and have been cob« 
fidered as highly important in all the wars of Italy. They 
have always been occupied by the armies which had to 
defend the entry of the Veronefe and the Dutchy of 
Mantua. 

(fir By error qftheprefs Note 17 has been omitted 
in the work : it comes in after the words^ •' of the Auf- 
trians was exaggerated/' page 292, line 3. 

Note fj. Page 292. 

It was impoflible to entertain a doubt of tbis in reading 
the difpatches of General Berthier, chief of the flaff, 
which bore the fame date as thofe of Buonaparte. The 

firfi 
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firfl eftimated the lofs oi the Auilrians at 5,000 men made 
prifoners, and 3,000 killed and wounded; whilft the 
fecond made the latter amount to 8,000. The accounts 
of thefe two Generals had already been contradi£lor]r 
with regard to the defeat of Mr, de Wurmfer in the 
month of Auguft. Buonaparte wrote that he had taken 
from 12 to 15,000 men, and 70 pieces of cannon. 
Berthier in a letter equally official, written a few days 
afterwards, fixed the number of prifoners at 9,000, and 
that of the cannoii taken at 45, The laft-mentioned 
General, being chief of the ftafF, muft neceffarily have 
been as well informed on thele points as Buonaparte him- 
felf, and cannot be fufpefted of wilhing to leffen the 
enemies lofs. I could give other examples of the dif- 
ference in the reports of thefe two Generals. Thefe 
contradiftions fliew the juft meafure of Buonaparte's^ 
veracity. 

'Note 18. Page 302. 

This General is -the fon of the late^ firft clerk of the 
war office, and of the repofitory of plans at Verfaillej. 
He owes his military fortune to Marflial de Brogiio^ to 
whom he was Aid-de-camp in 1789, when the Marfhal 
iommanded the army aflembled round Paris. 
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Note 19. Pagi 306. 

The troops of the Pqpe, whatever ridicule be ^tached 
to their name, would not be contemptible if they had 
good officers. They are well kept, and have good pay. 
They were engaged with the French in an affair very 
honourable for them, though unfortunate, fince they 
had never feen fire, and had to do with the moft ex* 
perience4 troops in Europe, 

Note 20. Page 93. 

It was near this town fituated on the Flaminian way^ 
that hiflxjrians pretend the famous triumvirate was 
iormed. It was likewife in this town called by fome 
Fayenza, that the earthen ware known by the name of 
Faytnct was invented. Raphael, Julio Romano, and 
Titian, did not difdain to employ their pencils in.paintbg 
fome of thefe earthen veffels. 

Note 2,1. Page ^1^. 

He had marched into that tovn to intimidate the Pope, 
and to induce him to fue for peace. He had alfo in 
view to engage, or rather to force the Grand DuJce of 
Tufcany to pay 2,000,000 to the Republic, to Ladeiowfy 
it for the trouble and expence it had incurred by de- 
fending the port of Leghorn againjl the Englijh. Buo- 
i)i3parte renewed his demand after the defeat of the Auf- 

ftrians 
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trians, aitd the Grao'd Duke thought it noi ^tudenc to. 
refufe it. 

VoU 22. Page 323. 

The reader will perhaps not be difpleafed to read an 
cxtraft from the private accotsnt which the author has 
teceived from the officer who commanded this column. 

•* I had the command of the firft column, conCfting 
•• of 4,000 men : without a fingle horfe or cannon, 
•* each foldier and officer on foot, provided with iron 
*• cramps, preceded by pioneers io break the ice* I 
** inarched thus during two day^ and two nights without 
•* halting, over rocks covered with fnow, and without 
*• finding a firrgle buQi to make fire with. The third 
•* day, after a march equally fevere, but through a 
** cotintry lefs difraal, I fucceeded according to the 
" general plan, in turning the pofition of the enemy, 
•• who were entrenched at Rivoli, on the banks of the 
" Adige. Wh'ilft I made this movement with iny 
•• corps, three columns attacked the entrenchments o€ 
" Rivoli in front, and carried them. The enemy re- 
*« took them, and we again fucceeded in driving them 
•• out; but by one of thofe inexplicable fatalities, pec oliar 
**^ to the Auftrian army in Italy, the three columns 
** which had attacked in front, having once mefe 
" loft the entrenchments, my column found itfelf eiit 
** off, and abandoned by the reft of the srmy. I had 
C c c "now 
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" now nothing left but to cut my way through the cne- 
•• my, for I could not bring myfelf to capitulate. 
" Without cannon or cavalry I had to make my way 
•• through a viftorious army, which attacked me with 
<' all the advantage arifing from numbers, from the 
" ground, and from the nature oi their arms* Ac- 
" cordingly the greateft part of ray troops was either 
•• killed or taken. Almoft all the ftaflF officers of my' 
" corps were wounded and made prifoners. 

" Seeing no longer any means of rejoining our army, 
" which had retired into the mountains, I turned with 
*• ID officers towards the lake of Garda, upon the bor- 
** ders of which I remained Ihut up in a country houfe 
.*• for two days and two nights, in order to efcape the 
"French patroles in fearch of us. On the third night 
" I threw myfelf into a boat with my officers, and in 
*• fpite of the vigilance of the French Feluccas we fuc- 
*• ceeded in paffing through them by dint of rowing, and 
** happily arrived at Torbole, where there was an Auf- 
*' trian garrifon." 

Amongft thefe prifoners were the three Generals Pro- 
vera, Klobos, and Hohenzollern, 5 Colonels, 5 Majors, 
62 Captains, 76 Lieutenants, 48 Sub-lieutenants, and 
^4 Enfigns. Several officers comprehended in this lift 
were improperly included, and amongft others Colonel 

Lufignan, 
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Lufignan, who was one of the five Colonels fald to be 
made prifoners, although he was not taken. 

Note 24,- Page 340. 

It had confifted at the time of the junftion with Mar- 
flial Wurmfer of 24,000 men ; 6,000 had periflied either 
by the fword or contagious fevers ; and a like number 
was in the hofpitals. 

Note 25 Page 343. 

Thefe means were not befides the only ones employed 
by Buonaparte to facilitate his march through the P^pal 
territory, and for preventing the refiftance which he 
might have experienced from a numerous and armed 
people. Before he made ufe of threats, he had endea- 
voured to tranquillize and lull the Papal Government 
into fecurity. He had written Cardinal Mathei a letter 
on the 2oth of January, which contained the following 
'cxpreflions. " We are on the point of unravelling the 
'• plot of this ridiculous comedy. You are witnefs of 
- *• the value which I attach to peace, and of the ardent 
•* defire to fpare you the horrors of war. Whatever may 
** happen I entreat you to affure his Holincfs that he 
" may remain at Rome without inquietude. As firft 
" minifter of religion, he fliall meet with protec- 
*• tion both for himfelf and the church. You may 
•' likewife affure the people of Rome, that they fliall 
C c c 2 •* finif 
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«• find in the French army, friends ^yho will only re- 
" joice at viQory, 3& it may ameliorate the fate of the 
•-li people, and deliver Italy from the dominion oi ftran- 
** gers. My particular care (hall be not to f ufFer any 
" alteration to be made in the religion of their fathers." 
Buonaparte joined to this letter, thofe of Cardinal Bufc^ 
tp Cardinal Albani the Pope's envoy at Vienna, which 
be had intercepted. They contained the detail of the 
meafures taken by the Pope for his defence, and a view 
of the ftcps to be taken with the Court of Vienna. A 
few days after having written this letter to Cardinal Ma- 
thei, Buonaparte had fent orders to citizen Cacault, 
agent of the Republic at Rome, to leave that town im- 
mediately, and to repair to him at Bologna. 

Note 26. Page 355. 

The French were at that time mailers of almoil all 
Lombardy, and of the City and Dutchy of Mantua. 
One of their armies occupied thefe territories whilft ano- 
ther befieged Turin. After the battle of Caglianp 
gained by the Due de Venidome, over General Re- 
ventlaw, Prince Eugene was obliged to retreat as far as 
Roveredo and Gavardo: but he fpeedily refumed the 
offenfive^ and advanced early in May as far as Verona. 
Two months after, deceiving the Duke of Orleans who 
had fucceeded Mr. de Vendome, he paffed the Adige, 
theTartaro, the Seccbia, and the Tanaro, notwithftanding 
all the eSForts of the Duke of Orleans, upon whom he 

had 
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had ftplen fcveral marches* He entered Piedmont, and 
raifed the fiege of Turin after having gained a great vic- 
tory over the French army : returning back again he 
re-entered the Milinefe, fucceffivcly drove the French 
from all the po&s occupied by themr^-and obliged them 
to evacuate Lombardy, 

NoU 27. Page^ZSS 
Pafcal Buonaparte, a godfon of General Paoli, was 
born at Ajaccio in Corfica in the fame year (1769) that 
that ifland became fubjeft to France. His father who 
died young had the rank of Major in the fervice of that 
power. At the age of ten years Buonaparte was placed 
at the royal fchool at Brienne, from whence he was re» 
moved to the military fchool at Paris. While there, he 
difcovered application and an inclination for the fciences. 
In 178^, being then no more than fifteen, he was ap- 
pointed Lieutenant en fecond of the regiment de la Fere 
of artillery, which he joined at Valence. His perfon 
is middle fized, and his complexion is dark and fwarthy ; 
4iis countenance befpeaks nothing remarkable, except 
his black eyes which are lively, and habitually fixed on 
the ground. He brought with him from Corfica, and 
prefprved both in the royal houfes where he was brought 
up, and the regiment into which he entered, Repub- 
lican and elevated ideas, a fpirit of independance, a 
great deal of pride, an extrn^vagant opinion of his own 

nation, 
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nation, and a great contempt for the reft of the world. 
This charafler as little adapted to military difcipline as 
to fociety, pleafed neither his commanders nor his com- 
panions : the latter did not fail to beftbw on him thofe 
little corre6lions which when given by equals, generally 
prove ufeful leflbns ; they had however no good effeft 
on the haughty and favage difpofition of this young man. 
Diflembling, filent, vain and mifanthrophic, he read 
much, feldom went abroad, and almoft always alone; 
he iludied hiftory and politics, difdaining the details 
of his profeffion, which he hardly attended to. Though 
naturally filent, when the fubjcft under difcufiion was 
to his tafte, whenever he deemed the auditory worthy 
of him, and more efpecially when Corfica was the 
topic of difcourfe, then he became animated, and fpoke 
with great energy and warmth, though not with elegance. 
^On thefe occafions he difcovered a good memory, a 
great degree of penetration and wit, a knowledge very 
uncommon for his age, and above all an extreme tenacity 
of opinion. Such was Buonaparte before the Revo- 
lution : till that period he had fliewn neither the in- 
clinations, the virtues, the vices or the manners of his age. 
His opinions, the violence of his chara£ler, and his 
ambition, would naturally induce him to take part in 
this revolution ; he was fuppofed to have had a conG- 
derable (hare in the difturbances which agitated Corfica in 
1789. The year following he rejoined his regiment, 

which 
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which was at Auxonne, taking with him a brother of the 
age of twelve. One of his companions enquiring why 
he toot fo young a man as his brother with hira, he 
replied, I uriJJi him to enjoy a great fptBach, that of a 
nation which zvitl fpeedity bt either regenerated or 
dejlroyed. 

Buonaparte attached himfelf more and more to the 
Republican party, and obtained a rapid advancement. 
He was for a (hort time employed in the war of la Ven- 
dee, and alfo at the liege of Toulon. Being at Paris oa 
the 13th of Vendemiaire, he iQlewed himfelf on that 
occafion one of the warmeft partifans of the Convention, 
and very aSively fe<!:onded Barras. This laft being 
made DireSor, offered Buonaparte the command of 
the army in Italy,' on condition that he fliould marry 
the widow of the Vicomte de Beauharnois who had 
been guillotined. The young ItaKan' accepted th€ 
terms, and departed for the Italian army, 'which h^ 
found m the greateft want of arms, clothes, andammn- 
nition. He found the means to procure at Genoa^ a 
part of what was wanting ; and the viSories whicK he 
obtained from the beginning ox the campaign, very foba 
placed his army above all want. 

This biographical note was given me by an officer 
who ferved feveral years in the fame regiment as Buo- 
naparte, and who was perfeftly capable of appreciating 
him. 
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NoU s8. Page 357. 

' It would have been very furprifing if the French 
could have made thcmfelves 'beloved In Italy, by making; 
it fubmit to the moft defpotic yoke, by defpoiling it ot 
its moft precious effefis, and drawing from it more 
than a 100,000,000 of livres hy contribution^ I have 
thought it right to prefent in this place the particulars. 
Lombardy was obliged 10 contribute 2^,000,000 of livres; 
Mantua 800,000; the Imperial Fiefs 200,000; the Dutchy 
of Modena 10,000,000; Mafia and Carrara 600,000; 
Parma and Placentia 20,000,000; the Pope 36,000,000; 
Bologna and Ferrara 3,700,000 ; Leghorn as the depot 
of Englifh magazines 8,000,000. If we add to thefe 
contributions, of which two thirds have been paid, 
the feizure of all the money which was found in the 
public coffers; 51 chefis of filver plate taken at Milan, 
Lodi, and Bologna. If we add the immenfe value of 
the requifitions in kind made by the French, the pillage, 
the extortions, and the robberies committed by the 
French army, we may have an idea of the fate ot Italy, 
and of the fentiments which its inhabitants muft feel for 
their conquerors^ Buonaparte had no hcfitation to fay 
in the pit)clamation which he made to his foldiers in 
entering into Carynthia, that all the expenccs of the 
army of Italy during eleven months had been paid by the 
conquered countries, and that he had befides fent 
30,000,000 of livres into France* 

me 
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Note 29, Page 361. ' 
I certainly do not undertake to fay, that this eftimatc 
ef the forces which the French and Auftrians had in 
Italy, and of the loffes which they fuftained, there, is 
arithmetically exa6l. Every judicious reader will per- 
ceive, that to determine this point with precifion, one 
muft have at the fame time the ftatements made in the 
refpeftive war departments of Vienna and Paris. I have 
only pretended to give a near and probable eftimate : 
I have every reafon to believe it to be fo, from the 
numerous refearches which I have made on this fubjeft, 
from the affertions of perfons to whom I have applied, 
and from the information which they have given me 
on the force, and the period of arrival of the different 
corps which have been refpeftively lent into Italy during 
this campaign, ' 

Note 30* Page 363. 
We may recoUeft, that in the three expeditions un- 
dertaken for the relief of Mantua, in the month of Au* 
guft, November, and January, the Aullrians were vic- 
torious during the three or four firft days ; they were • 
almoft always fo in the courfe of this war, whenever 
they began the execution of an offenfive plan ; and this 
from the caufes I have juft fliewn. 

Note ^1. Page ^66. 
The day after the firft battle of Caftiglione (the 4th^f 
Auguft) he gave 900 pounds to and Italian fpy, who 
D d d gave 
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gave him in the courfe of the day an exa6l account of 
the pofuion of the Auftrians, s^nd of the number of 
their troops. In confequence of this information the 
French General made in the night of the 4th the difpp- 
fitions which might be mod advantageous, and which 
procured him the viftory which he gained the next day. 

Note 32. Page 367. 

Thefe are not the only caufes which have given the 
French fuch a great fuperiority over the Auftrians in 
this campaign. There are others which arofe from the 
nature of the country in which tlie war was carried on, 
and from the ^difference between the foldiers refpeSively 
employed. The theatre of war has been very difadvan- 
tageous to the Auftrians. The mountains of Piedmont 
and Tyrol, are almoft all extremely difficult of accefs. 
The valleys which feparate them are covered with mul- 
berry trees and vines, planted in hedge rows, or in ar- 
bours forming narrow covered ways, which muft be 
forced one after the other by the foldier. The roads are 
defiles lined with walls, and are neverthelefs the only 
places where the cavalry can aft. The ground in Lom- 
bardy is not more favourable for war. It is not moun- 
tainous, but it is equally divided by vine and mulberry, 
hedges, and the culture of rice requires a vaft nuirber 
of ditches full of water, which are no lefs embarraffing. 
A Generaljnuft not hope to direft the movements of his 
troops on the ground : he can only manoeuvre on maps 

and 
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and according to the whole of his pofition taken together. 
In the Italian Tyrol a battalion can never rmrch or at- 
tack in front. As foon as it advances to the enemy 
it muft be fcattered about as tirailleurs; then each man 
muft aft for himfelf, and confider himfelf alone as a 
fmall army. He muft advance with rapidity when he 
is fupported ; retire in the fame manner when he is not ; 
he muft fire a propos ; then put himfelf under cover ; he 
muft call his companions when he has found a good pafs. 
What difadvantage does not the Auftrian foldier labour 
under in fuch a country ! he is obliged to fight with a 
niufket weighing eighteen pounds, to carry fixty cart- 
ridges, a very heavy knapfack, and a cloak around his 
breaft which almoft ftifles him. In this condition he is 
to contend with the French foldier, whofe muflcet 
weighs no more than a fowling piece, who has nothing 
but a wretched coat upon his back, which undoubt- 
edly does not embarrafs him, and whofe natural agility 
as well as his fpccies of courage renders very fit for this 
kind of war. 

All new methods have fucceeded in war from the 
Macedonian Phalanx to the taftics of Frederick. The 
French owe a great part of their fuccefles to the new 
mode of fighting which they had adopted. They pre- 
cipitate thcmfelves like a fwarm of wafps on all the points 
which they defire to force. Fifty drums beat the charge 
without ceafing ; at this noife which animates the af- 
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failants, and intimidates thofe who are to wait their 
attack, the braveft advance (houting and mutually en* 
couraging each other. Young Generals put themfelves 
at their head and (hare their dangers. The timid mafs 
follows at fome diftance, and fills up the ground. Ar- 
tillery has but little affifled the fucceffes of the French in 
Italy; they almoft always charged with the bay- 
onet. The Auflrian army is brave, very brave; well 
managed it would be the firA in Europe. But nothing 
is/done to excite and uphold the bravery and good-will 
of the foldier. He is left to all the horrors oi his pro- 
feiCon ; the idea of killing or being killed is conflantly 
prefented to his mind naked and unqualified. It is ne« 
vcr difguifed by the enthufiafm of honour, by the foundl 
of military mufic, and the rolling of the drum. At the 
moment of a£lion they fend into the rear the mufic, and 
the colours, thofe precious enfigns, which have both in 
antient and modern times been fo often the pledge of vie- 
tory, and of the devotion of the foldiers. It is thus that 
an army whofe elements are almoft perfeft, has been fo 
often beaten by one very inferior with refpeft to material 
compofition. Pofitions and entrenchments have befides 
been confiantly relied on, although it ought to have been 
obferved that they were always carried. In this war in- 
animate nature as been of no ufc, living nature has done 
every thing. 

£nd of the Notes/or the Campaign of Italy. 
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^3^ Ttfirf elfiufhertfor Ehrebrehftein, rwi Ehrcnbreitftcini 

7 j6/»r Morellc read Mozelle 

85 23/w fcnt read fend 

87 4/(7rncwr*jJ knew 

93 15 and any where el/e, for Petrarch rrorf Pctrarfch 

106 2/w there read then 

107 11 /<v on read of 

108 II >r paralled r/tf<f parallel ^ 
1 lO 5 for were r^a<i was 

118 1 3 /<;r f rom rea d of 

123 iforoireadKo , „ •» 

1 32 ^for Bournonvillc reetd BturnonviHc 

137 zforinreid it 

146 6^r moft read more 

158 2i/or driving «a<i deriving 

:;? , j^^^d t/l?."" ;'L .0,/. diverted .«. direft.d 

181 10 fornev/ re ad knew 

182 8 /^flvtf out the word to 

185 /flr Note 43 read Note 38 

^01 3 far where read were ^ , „ • • t* 1 i,»..^ k— ^ 

213 The contents of CHAP I. ofthe Campaign m Italy have4>cetf 

omitted in the book ; look for them m the Index 

220 12 fir order read ordered^ 

221 24 /«'• fuccecd read fuccecded 
224 ^5 fir then read than 

2Q4 7 >r appentines read appennmes 

247 ^Sfir Annibal read Hannibal 

287 1 ^fir exceflive «fli exccffively 

o»ft 2); /br with read of 

202 3 «/i^r /Z».xuc;rJ. was exaggerated, the Note 17 comes m 

qoq e/i'rdireaorsrMidireaory 

318' i7>rl)cfenfaro read Dezenzano 

QQO icfor was rwi were 

001 !>/■ to engage rwd in engaging 

335 20>rto commiffariLte r^a*i to the commiff^riate 

041 ii/orofrwdfor 

349 ^^^ ^y ^^o'i"^^' ''''''' ^y ^'' Holmefs 

& .2'{:rJ tVefprint of appearing read he aimed at being, ^.C. 

263 22>r Geneial read Generals 

q(.7 2 i'of tbofc f^fli thus 

376 fir Note 20, page 93 read Note 20, p?ge 306 
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